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-It is a goodly sight to see 



What Heaven hath done for this deJiciout land! 
What froits of fragrance blush on eveiy tree ! 
What goodly prospects o'er the hills expand! 
* • « • * 

The vine on high, the willow branch below. 
Mixed in one mighty scene, with varied beauty glow. 

ChOde Hardd:$ Pilgrimage. 
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PREFACE. 



The immense resources of the Western Country, the vast increase of 
wealth, population, and influence in the New States, have long been, but 
are more particularly at the present time, topics of great and increasing 
interest throughout the whole of oar vast Republic, and are arresting the 
attention not only of our own citizens, but of the inhabitants of foreign 
countries. Such are the admirable facilities of the West for trade, such 
the variety and fertility of its soil, the number and excellence of its 
natural products, the genial nature of its climate, and the rapidity wi|h 
which its population is increasing, that it has become an object of the 
deepest interest to every American patriot. To this region the speculator 
is attracted by the increasing value of property ; the politician anticipates 
the time when, through the ballot-box, the West shall rule; the young and 
enterprising, turning from the eager competition of industry and talent in 
the older states, see here a less occupied field of action; the phUanthropist 
feels a benevolent anxiety for the intellectual, moral, and religious condi- 
tion of a population thus collecting and increasing, and destined to fill the 
measure of our national glory. The greatness and importance of this 
region is bursting into vision in a manner scarcely less wonderful to the 
present generation than was American prosperity to the slowly progressing 
European. 

A single glance at the Map of the United States will show, that the direc- 
tion of our government will shortly be in the hands of the people of the 
West. The thirteen old states have an area of about 390,000 square miles; 
while only eight of the new number about the same, and the whole region, 
stretching westward to the Pacific Ocean, contains not less than 1,700,000 
square miles of territory. 

No state in the Western Country has attracted more attention and eli- 
cited so many inquiries firom those who desire to avail themselves of the 
advantages of a settlement in a new and rising country, as that of lUinois; 
and none is filling up so rapidly with an industrious and intelligent popu- 
lation, from every part of our extensive country. When the public works, 
which are now advancing with all possible speed, are completed and in 
successful operation, Slinois will vie with any state in our republic, and 
no doubt excel any in the West, in the amount and importance of those 
artificial channels of intercourse which serve to connect the extremities 
of our wide-spread territory, and bind our population by links stronger 
than iron, by lines extending thousands of miles. 

This state is undoubtedly the richest in soil of any in the Union, and of 
mmmmmmdmSSsassssasMmmmm 




course holds out the greatest prospect of advantage to the agriculturist 
Here is ample room for farmers, there being still vast quantities of first- 
rate land extending in every direction, uncultivated, which may be had 
not only at a reasonable but a cheap rate, and one acre of which will in a 
majority of cases produce at least twice as much as the same amount of 
land in most of the eastern states. If rural occupations are pleasant and 
profitable anywhere in our country, they must be peculiarly so in Illinois; 
for here the produce of the farmer springs up almost spontaneously, not 
more than one-third of the labour being necessary on the farms here that 
is required on those in the east 

To be able to judge of the extent and power of vegetation in this region, 
one must reside here through the summer, and observe with what luxu- 
riance and vigour the vegetable creation is pushed on, how rapidly the 
grain and fruits grow, and what a depth of verdure the forests assume. 
This state, having a vast extent of the most fertile land, must of course 
raise with the greatest ease all the articles to which her soil and climate 
are favourable. By her long line of coast on the Mississippi, rarely hin- 
dered from being navigable by the lowness of the water, Illinois has facili- 
ties for conveying her products to market which the states situated on 
the Ohio have not From her immense prairies, and boundless summer 
range for stock, she has advantages for raising cattle and horses superior 
to those of the other western districts. 

A gentleman travelling in the state of Illinois remarks, in a letter to a 
friend from Springfield of March 2, 1837:— "Our * far west' is improving 
rapidly, astonishingly. It is five years since I visited it, and the changes 
withm that period are like the work of enchantment Flourishing towns 
have grown up, farms have been opened, and comfortable dwellings, fine 
barns and all appurtenances, steam-mills and manufacturing establish- 
ments erected, in a country in which the hardy pioneer had at that time 
sprinkled a few log cabins. The conception of Coleridge may be realized 
sooner than he anticipated : * The possible destiny of the United States of 
America, as a nation of a hundred millions of freemen — stretching fi-om 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, living under the laws of Alfred, and speaking 
the language of Shakspeare and Milton, is an august conception — why 
should we not wish to see it realized!' On the subject of internal improve- 
ments the young giant of the West is making herculean efibrts. A bill 
passed the legislature, a few days since, appropriating eight million of dol- 
lars for raO-roads, canals, &c.; works which when completed will cost 
twenty millions. On Monday last another bill was passed, transferring 
the seat of government from Vandalia in Fayette county to this place — 
Springfield — which is in the fertile district of Sangamon county, and as 
near as may be the geographical centre of the state, and soon will be the 
centre of population. There will be but one more session at Vandalia. 

" The state of Illinois has probably the finest body of fertile land of any 
state in the Union, and the opportunities for speculation are numerous. 
Property will continue to advance, admirable farms and town-lots may be 
purchased with a certainty of realizing large profits. The country here 
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is beautiful — equal in native attractions, though not in classic recollecfions, 
to the scenes I visited and admired in Italy. The vale of Amo is not more 
beautiful than the valley of Sangamon, with its lovely groves, murmuring 
brooks and flowery meads — 

* Oh Italj, sweet dime of aoagj where oft 

The bard hath sung thy beauties, matchless deemec^ 

Thou hast a rival in this western land !* " 

To give, at the least possiUe expense, a brief and yet satis&ctory ac- 
count of Illinois, its prominent natural features and productions, plans of 
internal improvement, prospects and advantages for emigrants, political 
subdivisions, cities, towns, travelling routes to and from various poUits, 
&c., is the object of the following sketch. Those who are aboiit to remove 
to this state, or who, for business, pleasure, or health, intend to visit it, or 
who are interested in its welfare and expect to profit by its prosperity, 
will probably find "Illinois in 1837" occasionally useful as a work of refer- 
ence. Individuals well acquainted with the state, who have travelled 
extensively through it, and whose opportunities have enabled them to 
become conversant with its districts, counties, towns, dec, or who have 
^carefully perused the various publications illustrative of it, may not meet 
with any thing that they did not know before. Those less informed, how- 
ever, will, it is hoped, find a perusal of the work add something to the 
stock of information already acquired respecting the region in question. 
Such are now the facilities of intercommunication between the eastern 
and western states, and to the most prominent points in the Mississippi 
valley, that thousands are visiting parts of this interesting section of the 
Union, every month and week. Some knowledge of the different travel- 
ling routes that lead to the various portions of it will no doubt be desira- 
ble to all who mean to journey in that direction. 

The bulk of the information hereafter detailed is quite recent, being 
derived in part firom the lately published and valuable Gazetteer of Illinois, 
and the Emigrant's Guide, by the Rev. J. M. Peck; also, fi*om Flint's 
Geography and History of the Western States, Beck's Gazetteer of Illinois 
and Missouri, Schoolcraft's Travels, and the works of Darby, Hall, Long, 
&c. The work contains, likewise, extracts from diflferent correspondents, 
and firom various gazettes prbited in the state, some of them only a 
few weeks before its publication ; particularly the Peoria Register and 
North- Western Gazetteer, the attention bestowed by the editor of which 
in distributing recent geographical and local information calculated to be 
useful to emigrants, renders it undoubtedly the most interesting print of 
the kind hi the state. 

The accompanyhig Map of Dlhiois is, for its scale, probably the most 
complete yet published; it contains, it is believed, all the United States 
surveys available at this time; the whole of the counties, seventy in num- 
ber, organized in the state ; and will be found, on examhiation, to corre^ 
spond with the descriptive part of the book,— a desideratum not always 
found in publications of this kind. 



The fint 72 pages are demoted to the ilhutration of the Natoral GeogT»- 
phjt Mineralc, Animal and Vegetable Prodnctioiis of the State, also its 
Civil I>iviaioii% Pnblic Lands, Plans of Internal Improvements, Mannfac- 
tnres, Education, &c Suggestions to Emigrants, Travelling Routes, 
Remarks on Location and Manner of Building in newly-settled Coun- 
tries. The next 58 pages are occupied with a descriptive sketch of the 
Counties, Cities and Towns in Illinois ; the remainder of the work is filled 
up with a Letter from the Hon. H. L. EDsworth on the Cultivation of the 
Prairies, together with the Letters of a Rambler in the West The latter 
are from the pen of a talented young Philadelphian, who travelled in nii- 
nois in tlie early part of the present year; they are written in a pleasing 
and spirited manner, and contain a great deal of local information, inter- 
spersed with piquant remarks and interesting observations. The inform- 
ation in Mr. Ellsworth's letter on the advantages and cultivation of the 
prairie lands in the Western States, is well calculated to mterest those 
whose views are turned in that direction; and the remarks and state- 
ments are declared by those editors of Western papers who have repub- 
lished the letter, to be the most valuaUe and accurate that they have 
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GENERAL VIEW 



OF 



THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 



SITUATION, BOUNDARIES, EXTENT, &c. 

ThU rich and highly &voured region forming the State of Illinois is bounded on 
the north bv the Territory of Wisconsin, east by lake Michigan and the states of 
Indiana and Kentucky, south by the latter state, and west by the states of Missouri 
and the Territory of Wisconsin. It extends north and south from 37° to 42° 30' 
north latitude, and east and west from 10° 32' to 14° 33' long^itude west from Wash- 
ington City. Its extreme length is 380 miles ; its breadu in the north is about 
1& miles, but it extends in the centre to 220 miles, whence it contracts towards 
the south to a narrow point The area of the whole state, including that part of 
Lake Michigan belonging to it, is about 59,000 square miles, of which 50,000 
square miles, or thirty-two millions of acres, are considered to be capable of culti- 
vation. 

The Act of Congress admitting this state into the Union prescribes the bounda- 
ries as follows : beginning at the mouth of the Wabash river, thence up the middle 
of the main channel thereof to the point where a line drawn due north of Vin- 
cennes last crosses that stream, thence due north to the nortli-west corner of the 
state of Indiana, thence east with the boundary line of the same state to the middle 
of Lake Michigan, thence due north along the middle of said lake to north lati- 
tude 40° 30', thence west to the middle of the Mississippi river, thence down the 
middle of the main channel thereof to the mouth of the Ohio river, thence up the 
latter stream along its northern or right shore to the place of beginning. The 
outline of the state is in extent about 1160 miles, the whole of which, except 305 
miles, is formed by navigable waters. 

As a physicd section, Illinois occupies the lower part of that inclined plane of 
which Lake Michigan and both its shores are the higher sections, and which is 
extended into and embraces the much greater part of Indiana. Down this plane, 
in a verjr nearly south-western direction, flow the Wabash and its confluents, the 
Easkaskia, the Illinois and its confluents, and the Rock and Wisconsin rivers. The 
lowest section of the plane is also the extreme southern angle of Illinois, at the 
mouth of the Ohio river, about 340 feet above tide-water, in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Though the state of Illinois does contain some low hilly sections, as a whole, it 
may be regarded as a gently inclining plane in the direction of its rivers, as 
already indicated. Without including minute parts, the extreme arable elevation 
may be safely stated at 800 feet above tide-water, and the mean height at 550. 

** In some former period," observes Mr. Schoolcraft, " there has been an obstruc- 
tion in the channel of the Missis^ppi, at or near Grand Tower, producing a stag- 
nation of the current at an elevation of about 130 feet above the present ordinary 
water-mark. This appears evident from the general elevation and direction of the 
hills, which for several hundred miles above are separated by a valley fh>m 20 to 
25 miles wide, that deeply embosoms the current of the Mississippi." Wherever 
these hills exhibit rocky and abrupt fronts, a series of water-lines are distinctly 
visible, and preserve a remarkable parallelism uniformly presenting their greatest 
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depression towardb t)ie sources of the river; and, at Grand Tower, these water- 
lines are elevated about one imndred feet above the summit of the stratum in which 
petri taction of the madrepora and various fossil organic remains are deposited, 
ilere tlie rocks of dark-coloured limestone, which pervade the conntry to a great 
ext(.>nt, by their projections towards each other, indicate that they have, at a remote 
period, been disunited, if not by some convulsion of nature, by the incessant action 
of tlie water upon a secondary formation, and that a passage has been efiected 
through them, giving vent to the stagnant waters on the prairie lands above, and 
opening for the Mississippi its present channel. 

The bank of the Mississippi from the vicinity of Grand Tower, extending up- 
wards on the Missouri side of the river, is sufficiently elevated above the surface 
of the State of Illinois to have formed a western siiorc of an expanse of water, 
covering its present area. And the alluvial deposits of which the prairies are 
formed, are composed of fine, hard, and compact layers of earth, similar to those 
at the bottom of mill-ponds of water long stagnant 

FACE OF THE COUNTRY. 

Next to Louisiana and Delaware, Illmois is the most level state in the Union. 
A small tract in the southern part of the state is hilly, and the northern portion is 
also somewhat broken. There nre likewise considerable elevations along the Illi^ 
nois river, and the biufis of the Mississippi in some places might pass almoet fyr 
moimtains. But by far the greater proportion of the state is either distributed in 
vast plains, or in barrens, that are gently rolling like the waves of the sea after a 
storm. We may travel on the wide prairies for days, without encountering an 
elevation that is worthy to be called a hill. In no part of the peopled divisions c^ 
the United States, are there such great sections of prairie country. One vast prai- 
rie, with very little interruption, spreads from the shores of the Mississippi to those 
of Lake Michigan. 

On the route from Cincinnati to St. Louis, the great road passes through this 
state, in its whole extent of width. More than 1(X) miles of it is high, dry, and 
rich prairie. In all this distance, the margins of the streams are almost the only 
places where timbered land is found ; and the streams have only narrow skirts of 
wood. The first stratum of soil in this wide extent of country, is a black, fViable, 
and sandy loam, of from two to five feet ui thickness. The next is a red clay| 
mixed with fine sand, and from five to ten feet in thickness. The third is a hard 
blue clay of a beautiful appearance, and a greasy feeling, mixed with pebbles, and, 
when exposed to the air, emitting a fetid smell. The soil is of the finest quality. 
In the season of flowers, the eye and all the senses receive the highest gratifica- 
tion. In the time of strawberries, thousands of acres are reddened with the finest 
quality of this delicious fruit. 

Between Carlisle and St Louis, an extent of 50 miles, we meet with woods, 
streams, lime-stone ledges, and a rolling country; although we cross an occa- 
sional prairie, quite to the American Bottom. On the north of this road, and be- 
tween it and the Illinois, the surface is generally more irregular. Much of the 
country may be termed broken. The hills abound with stone-coal. A range of 
heights commences at the hiufSa that bound tlie American Bottom, near Kaskaskia, 
and stretches north-eastwardly through the state towards Lake Michigan. A noble 
limestone bluff breaks off, almost at right angles to this chain, and stretches along 
the margin of the American Bottom to the point nearly opposite the Missouri. 
This bluS* has, in many places, a regular front of perpendicular limestone, not un- 
frequently 300 feet high. Another line of river blufi^ commences opposite the 
mouth of the Missouri, and reaches the mouth of the Illinois. Opposite Portage 
des Sioux, these blufis shoot up into detached points and pinnacles, which, with the 
hoary colour of the rocks, have, at a distance, the appearance of the ancient spires 
and towers of a town. This chain of blufb marks the limits of the alluvion of 
the Illinois. As along the Mississippi, the face of this grand work of nature is 
frequently perpendicular. When the luuits of the alluvion are marked on one 
side by this wall, on the opposite side they are bounded by a succession of singular 




hills, parallel to each other, called by the French mamelles. What is singular is, 
that a beautiful prairie is seen on that side which is bounded by the perpendicular 
bluffi ; and a thick, tangled, and heavily timbered bottom on the side of the river ' 
that is marked with these mamellefli When the prairie is found on the right or 
the left of the river, so are all these accompaniments : and they regularly alter- 
nate, being found first on one tide and then on the other. 

PRAIRIEa 

Undoubtedly the most remarkable feature of the state of Dlmois is its extensive 
prairies, or un wooded tracts. They begin on a comparatively small scale in tlie 
basin of lake Erie, and already form the bulk of the land about lake Michigan, the 
Upper Wabash, and the Illinois ; but on the west of the Mississippi they are more 
predominant ; or rather, the whole of this tract may be described as prairie inter- 
sected by patches of woodland, chiefly confined to the river valleys. The charac- 
teristic peculiarity of the prairies is the absence of timber ; in other respects, they 
present all the varieties of soil and surface that are found elsewhere ; sume are 
of inexhaustible fertility, others of hopeless sterility ; some spread out in vast, 
boundless plains, others are undulating or rolling, while others are broken by hills. 
In general, they are covered with a rich growth of grass, forming excellent natural 
meadows, from which circumstance they take their name. 

The Indians and hunters annually aet fire to the prairies, in order to dislodge the I 
game : the fire spreads with tremendous rapidity, and presents one of the grandest 
aud most terrible spectacles in nature. The flames rush through the long grass 
with a noise like thunder; dense clouds of smoke arise; and the sky itself appears 
almost on fire, particularly during the night Travellers then crossing the prairie 
are sometimes in serious danger, which they can only escape by setting fire to the 
grass around, and takinjf shelter in the burnt part, where the approaching flame 
must expire for want of fueL Nothing can be more melancholy than the aspect 
of a burnt prairie, presenting a uniform black surface, .like a vast plain of charcoal. 
A prejudice at one time prevailed against the prairies, as not being fit for cultiva- 
tion ; but this was found to be erroneous, and they are more in request, as it is a 
most important object to save the labour of clearing the wood. 

Prairie is a French word, signifying meadow^ and is applied to any description 
of surface that is destitute of timber and brushwood, and clothed with grass. Wet, 
dry, level, and undulating, are terms of description merely, and apply to prairies in 
the same sense as they do to forest lands. 

The prairies of Illinois may be classed under three general divisions ; — ^the 
healthv, or bushy; the alluvial, or wet; and the dry, or undulating. Those desig- 
nated healthy, have springs of water, and are covered with bushes of hazel and 
furze, small sassafras shrubs, interspersed with grape-vines, and in the sea^fon of 
flowers become beautifully decorated by a rich profusion of gay herbaceous plants. 
Early in March the forests are in blossom, and the brilliant red tufls of the Judas 
tree (cercis canadensis) handsomely exhibit its charms. The l/jnicera Flava, or ' 
yellow-flowered honeysuckle, difluses its pleasing fragrance, and the lovely yellow 
jasmine, or Jasminum fruticans, impregnates the air with its delicious perfume ; ! 
and a vast variety of other odoriferous plants are passively engaged in the fkithful ' 
discharge of their ofiices, either of display, or of the emission of their well-flavored 
odours. The bushes are often over-topp^ with the Humulus Lupulus, or common 
hop. 

Of the healthy prairies these lines of the poet are highly descriptive. 

Travellers enfring here behold around 

A large and spacious plain on every side, 
Strewed with beauty, wnoee fair grassy ground. 

Mantled with g^en, and goodly beautified* 

With all the ornaments of^Flora's pride. 

The alluvial, or wet prairies, are generally on the marafins of the r 
courses, though sometimes they are at a distance from toem ; tl»eir s 
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Uack, firiaUe, and of exhaiistless fertility ; exceUent, in apposite latitudes^ for wheit 
and maiiei but grapes hitherto have not been cultivated with much snccess, yet, n 
tboie that are wild grow luxuriantly, it can hardly be doubted that a hybiidoos 
species formed from a union of one of these natives and the exotic vine, would 
ptx)ve prolific of estimable fruit 

From May to October, the prairies are covered with tall grass and flower-pm- 
ducing weeds. In June and July, they seem like an ocean of flowers of vanoa 
hues, waving to the breezes which sweep over them. The numerous tall flower- 
ing shrubs and vegetables which grow luxuriantly over these plains, present a 
striking and delightful appearance. 

The dry or undulating prairies are almost destitute of springs and of all veg^ 
tation, with the exception of weeds, flowers, and grass. The undalations are so 
slight that, to tlie eye, the surface has almost the appearance of an uninterropted 
level, though the ravines made by freshets show that there is a considerable decree 
of inclination. In the prairie region there arc numerous ponds, formed some mND 
the surface water, the effect of roin, and the melting of the snows in the spring, 
and others near the rivers from their overflowing. In these are deposited great 
quantities of the various kinds of fishes common in the western streams, woich, 
after the waters subside, are frequently taken away by cart-loads, affi>rding> to the 
residents in the vicinity abundance of animal food almost without labour : thoie I 
that are left, when their element becomes evaporated, attract thousands of buzzoidfl^ 1 
who prey on and>devour them. Herds of deer bound over these plaina. ] 

These are the Gardens of the Desert— theie 

The unshorn fields, hoimdless and beautiful, 

And fresh as the young earth ere man had nnned. 

The Prairies! I behold them for the first. 

And my heart swells, while the dilated sight 

Takes m the enrircling Vastness. Lo! they stretch 

In airy undulations, far away* 

As if the ocean, in his gentlest swell, 

Stood still, with all his rounded billows fixed, 

And motionless forever. — Motionless? — 

No — ^tliey're all unchained again. The clouds 

Sweep over with their shadows, and beneath 

The surface rolls and fluctuates to the eye : 

Dark hollows seem to glide along, and chase 

The sunny ridges. 

In the southern part of the state, the prairies are comparatively small, varying 
in size, from those of several miles in extent, to those which contain only a few 
acres. As we go northward, they widen and extend on the more elevated ground 
between the water-courses to a vast distance, and are frequently from six to twelve I 
miles in width. Their borders are by no means uniform, but are intersected in 
every direction by strips of forest land advancing into and receding from the prai- 
rie towards the water-courses, whose banks are always lined with timber, princi- 
pally of luxuriant growth. Between these streams, in many instances, are copses 
and fiToves of timber, containing from 100 to 2000 acres, in the midst of the prai- 
ries, like islands in the ocean. This is a common feature in the country between 
the San^mon river and Lake Michigan, and in the northern parts of the state. 
The lead-mine region, both ip this state and the Wisconsin Territory, abounds with 
these groves. 

The largest tract of prairie in Illinois is denominated the Grand Prairie. Under 
this general name is embraced the country lying between the waters which fall 
into the Mississippi, and those which enter the Wabash rivers. It does not consist 
of one vast tract, boundless to the vision, and uninhabitable for want of timber, but 
is made up of continuous tracts, with points of timber projecting inward, and long 
arms of prairie extending between the creeks and smaller streams. The southern 
points of the Grand Prairie are formed in the north-eastern parts of Jackson county, 
and extend in a north-eastern course between the streams, of various widths, from 
one to ten or twelve miles, through Perry, Washington, Jefierson, Marion, the 
eastern part of Fayette, Efilngham, through the western part of Coles into Cham- 
paign and Iroqnois countiei^ mere it beci m ies eoanected with the prairies that pro- 
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ject eastward from the Illiaois river and its tributaries. A larg^ arm lief in Mtr 
rion county, between the waters of Crooked creek and the east fork of the ^^■■W*- 
kia river, where the Vincennes road passes through in its longest directioo. This 
part alone is frequently called the Grand Prairie. 

Much the largest part of the Grand Prairie is gently undulating, rich, and fertile 
land ; but of the southern portion, considerable tracts are flat, anaof rather inferior 
soil. No insurmountable obstacle exists to its future population. No portion of it 
is more than six or eight miles distant from timber ; and coal in abundance is found 
in various parts. Those who have witnessed the changes produced upon a pmirie 
suriace within twenty or thirty years, consider these extensive prairies as offering 
no serious impediment to the future growth of the state. 

On the orig^ of the prairie lands it is difficult to decide : various speculations 
have arisen trom tliis subject, giving rise to a diversity of opinions. The level 
surface of the state of Illinois (according to the ideas of many) was formed by 
inundations. The whole of the state, from a few miles nortJi of the Ohio river, 
where the prairies commence, affords tolerably conclusive evidence of having been 
once covered with water, forming probably a large lake similar to Lakes Michigan, 
Erie, &c. When the lowest point near the Grand Tower perhaps was worn away, 
so as to drain the waters oflj it was left with a rich soft muddy surface nearly level, 
as we may suppose is the case in the present lakes. When this soft soil was 
drenched with rains, the waters, gathering into little rills as they descended to the 
lowest parts, would intersect the soft soil, and finally wear awav much of the rich 
sur&ce : hence we see the elevated parts the most fertile, while the lower and 
more broken and timbered land is the poorest soil. 

From whatever cause the prairies at first originated, they are undoubtedly per- 
petuated by the autumnal fires that have annually swept over them from an era 
probably long anterior to the earliest records of history. Along the streams, and 
m other places where vegetation does not suffer from the drought of the latter pert 
of summer and early autumn, and of course becomes sear and combustible less soon 
than it does in the plains which are drier, the fire does not encroach much ; conse- 
quently tiie forests prevail there, and probably gradually increase in some places 
upon the prairies. As soon as these are ploughed, and the heavy grass kept under, 
young timber begins to sprout, particularly such as is produced by winged seeds, 
as cotton-wood, sycamore, &c. Where the soil is either too poor or too wet to 
produce a heavy annual growth of grass sufficient to make a strong fire, there is 
no prairie. 

It is well known that in the richest and most dry and level tracts, the aboriginal 
inhabitants, before they had the use of fire-arms, were in the habit of enclosing 
their game in circular fires, in order that it might bewilder and frighten the ani- 
mals,, and thus render them an easy prey. 

When Captain John Smith visited the Chesapeake, he found extensive prairies, 
and first bore witness to the practice of circular fires as a mode of hunting among 
the savages. These tracts having been early inhabited and cultivated by the 
colonists, the prairies have long since disappeared. Probably one-half of the 
earth's surface in a state of nature consisted of prairies or barrens; much of it, like 
our western prairies, was covered with a luxuriant coat of grass and herbage. The 
steppes of Central Asia, the pampas and llanos of Buenos Ayres and Venezuela, 
the savannahs of Louisiana and Texas, and the prairies of the Western States, 
designate similar tracts of country. Mesopotamia, Syria, and Judea, had their 
ancient prairies, on which the Patriarchs fed their flocks. Missionaries in Burmah, 
and travellers in the interior of Africa and New Holland, mention the same descrip- 
tion of country. The late Mungo Park describes the annual burning of the plains 
of Manding, in Western Africa, in the same manner as the prairies of the Western 
States ; and the practice is attended with the same results, the country being, in 
short, covered with a luxuriant crop of young and tender grass, on which the cat- 
tle feed with avidity. 

Where the tough sward of the prairie is once formed, timber will not easily take 
root; destroy this by the plough or by any other method, and it is soon converted 
into forest lAnd. There are large tracts of country in the older settlements where 



a number of years ag[o the finrmera mowed their bay, that are now oo?ered with a 
forest of young timter of rapid growth. 

As soon as timber or orchards are planted in the prairies, they grow with unex- 
ampled luxuriance. A correspondent writes from Adams county, that **locutt 
trees planted, or rather sown, on prairie land near Q4iincy, attained in four years 
a height of twenty-five feet, and their trunks a diameter of from lour to five inches; 
I these grew in close crowdcxl rows, atibrding a dense and arboury shade. In a few 
' instances where the same kind of trees iuul been planted out in a more opea man- 
ner, they grew in the same period to a thickness of six inches, and in from seven 
to ten years from their planting, have been known to attain sufficient bulk to make 
posts and raiU." 

Dr. Beck, in his Gazetteer of Missouri, published in 1623, describes the uplands 
of St Louis county as ** generally prairie;*' but almost all of that tract of country 
thus described is now covered witli a young growth of fine thrit\y timber, and it 
would be difficult to find an acre of prairie in tlie coun^. This important change 
has been produced by keeping the fires out of the prairies. 

The first iinproveinents are usually made on that part of the prairie which 
adjoins liie timber; and tliua we may see, at the commencement, a range of farms 
circumscribing the entire prairie as with a belt. The burning of tlie prairies is 
then stopped the wiiole distance of the circuit in the neighbourhood of the^e farms, 
to prevent injury to the fences and other improvements. This is done by plough- 
ing two or three furrows all round the settlement In a short time the timber 
springs up spontaneously on all the parts not burnt, and the groves and forests 
commence a gradual encroachment on the adjacent prairies ; by-and-by you will 
see another tier of &rms springing up on the outside of the first, and farther out in 
the prairie ; and thus fiirm succeeds farm, as the timber grows up, until the entire 
prairie is occupied. 

The correspondent quoted above says : — '* In breaking up prairie land, &c., for 
cultivation, we usually plough with three or four yoke of oxen ; the shear plough 
turning up about eighteen to twenty-four inches of turf at a furrow, in breadth, 
and from three to four inches deep, the sod turning entirely over, so as to lay the 
ffrass down, and it fits furrow to furrow smoothly enough to harrow and sow wheat 
It is usual to break it up in May, and drop com along the edge of every fourth 
row. This is called sod corn. No working or ploughing is necessary the first 
season. The sod is left lying for the grass to decay ; and after the next winter's 
frost, it crumbles and becomes light and friable. The sod corn does not make 
more than half a crop, and is cut up, stalk and all together, and stacked up for 
fodder for stock. The next year the crop of corn is most abundant, averaging 50 
bushels per acre ; well cultivated wheat, 25 to 30 bushels ; rye, 25 to 35 ; and oats, 
from 40 to 60 bushels per acre. Potatoes (Irish), hay (timothy), and all the dif- 
ferent garden vegetables yet tried, yield most abundantly. A man here can tend 
double the quantity of com that he can in newly settled timbered countries, there 
beipg no stumps to obstruct the plough or hoe. 

*^ The cost of breaking up an acre of prairie is from one dollar and fifty cents to 
two dollars; fencing, say forty acres, eight rails high, stal^e and rider, 6000 rails 
and stakes, $100 ; cabin, $20 ; say, forty acre field broke up and fenced, and cabin, 
$200, cost of the land $50; total, $250: then worth, in my opinion, $500. Timber, 
it is feared, will be scarce; but I think differently. No one has yet felt the want 
of it; nor will they, because it grows so fast, and also because the quantity at pre- 
sent is sufficient for twenty million acres of prairie, being the estimated quantity 
of good prairie land in tliis state. The prairies are generally from one to six miles 
in width ; of course, about three miles is the fiirthest distance from timber, and the 
prairie constitutes the finest natural road possible to haul on. The settlements are 
at present chiefly confined to the margins of the timber and prairie. 

'* The prairie lands are undoubtedly worth from $10 to $15 per acre more for 
farming than those that are timbered, not only because they are richer, but because 
it would take at least that sum per acre to put the timbered lands of Ohio and 
Indiana in the same advanced state for cultivation." 

The prairies are the highest as well as the most level land, and the roads gene- 
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rally pass through the middle of them, from whence there is an easy slope on each 
side, at first barely sufficient to drain the waters towards the sides of the prairies, 
or to the nearest point of timber. Here all around you, in the proper season, may 
be seen the rich luxuriant grass, from two to three teet high, suitable for hay, and 
mowed by the fturroers for that purpose. In the midst of the prairie, the houses 
and fields of the settlers are seen diminished like a picture along the skirts and 
points of the forest 

But few have as yet settled out in the middle of the prairie, unless where the 
road crosses, on account of the distance from timber to build fence, &c. Those 
who have done so have invariably fouud it to their interest; and the practice will 
no doubt in a short time become general, until the whole of the extensive prairies 
of Illinois will be covered with valuable and productive farms. The middle of the 
prairie is not only the highest and most level, but is greatly the most fertile land. 
As the surface descends towards the timber, it has an increased uuevenness and 
ruggedness, and the greater the descent in perpendicular depth, the less fertile is the 
soil. 

Early in the mornings^ when a mist is on the OTOund, the fog appears all around 
the skirts of the timber in the lowest places. Hence it is not so healthful on the 
edges of the prairie, or in the forest, as on the middle or highest part of the prairie. 
Another advantage possessed by residents on the latter is the fkcility with which 
excellent water is procured at a depth of from not more than 15 to 20 feet; 
whereas, along the broken borders and spurs near the timber, the common depth 
of the wells is from 40 to 50 feet. 

The grass which covers the prairies in great abundance is tall, and coarse in 
appearance. In the early stages of its growth, it resembles 3roung wheat ; and in 
this state fiimishes a succulent and rich food for cattle. They have been seen, 
when running in wheatrfields, where the young wheat covered the ground, to 
choose the prairie-grass on the margins of the fields in preference to 3ie wheat 
It is impossible to imagine better butter than is made while the grass is in this 
stage. Cattle and horses, that have lived unsheltered and without fodder through 
the winter and in the spring, scarcely able to mount a hillock through leanness 
and weakness, when feeding on this grass, are transformed to a healthy and sleek 
appearance, as if by a charm. 

BARRENa 

A description of country called ** barrens,** or ** oak opening^** prevails to some 
extent in Illinois. This term is used in the west to designate a species of land 
which partakes, as it were, at once of the character of the forest ana prairie. The 
suHace is generally dry and more uneven than the prairies, and is covered with 
scattered oaks, interspersed at times with pine, hickory, and other forest trees, 
mostly of stunted and dwarfish size, but which springr from a rich vegetable soil, 
admirably adapted to the purposes of agriculture. They rise from a grassy ti(rf, 
seldom incumbered with brushwood, but not un frequently broken by jungles of rich 
; and gaudy flowering plants, and of dwarf sumach. Among the on k openings you 
! find some of the most lovely landscapes of the west, and travel for miles and miles 
! through varied park scenery of natural growth, with all the diversity of gently 
swelling hill and dale ; — here trees grouf^ or standing single, and there arranged 
in long avenues, as though by human hands, with strips of open meadow between. 
Sometimes the openings are interspersed with numerous clear lakes, and with this 
addition become enchantingly beautiful. But few of these reservoirs having appa- 
rent inlet and outlet, they are fed by subterraneous springs, or the rains, and lose 
I their surplus waters by evaporation. 

j In the early settlements of Kentucky, much of the country below and south of 
Green river presented a dwarfish and stunted growth of timber, scattered over the 
surface, or collected in clumps, with hazle and shrubbeiy intermixed. This appear- 
ance led the first explorers to the inference that the soil itself must necessarily be 
poor, to produce so scanty a growth of timber, and they gave the name of '' barrens" j 
to the whole tract of country. Long since it has been ascertained that this descrip- 1 
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tion of land ia amongst the most productive soil in the state. The term ** barren' 
has since received a very extensive application throughout tho west 

Wherever timber barely sufficient for present purposes can be found, a peraoD 
need not hesitate to settle in the barrens. These tracts are almost invariably 
healthful ; they possess a greater abundance of pure springs of water, and the aoil 
is better adapted for all kinds of produce, and all descriptions of seasons, wet and 
dry, than the deeper and richer mould of the bottoms and prairies. 

When the fires are stopped, these barrens produce timber, at a rate of which no 
northern emigrant can have any just conception. Wiien timber begins to grow 
on the prairies, they assume the character of barrens, first hazel, and other ahnibfl^ 
and finally a thicket of young timber covers the surface. 

FOREST OR TIMBERED LAND. 

In general, Illinois is abundantly supplied with timber, and were it equally dis- 
tributed through the state there would be no part wanting. The apparent scarcity 
of timber where the prairie predominates, is not so great an obstacle to the settle- 
ment as has been supposed. For many of the purposes to which timber is applied, 
substitutes are .found. The rapidity with which the young growth pushes itself 
forward, without a single effort on the part of man to accelerate it, and the readi- 
ness with which the prairie becomes converted into thickets, and then into a forest 
of young timber, shows that, in another generation, timber will not be wanting in 
any part of Illinois. 

'i'iie growth of the bottom lands consists of black walnut, ash of several species, 
hackberry elm (white, red and slippery), sugar-maple, honey-locust, buck-eye, 
catalpa sycamore, Cottonwood, pecan, hickory, mulberry ; several oaks — as, over- 
cup, burr-oak, swamp or water oak, white, red, or Spanish oak ; and of the shrub- 
bery are red-bud, papaw, grape-vine, dogwood, spice-bush, haze], greenbrier, &c. 
Along the margin of tiie streams the sycamore and Cottonwood often predominate 
and attain to an amazing size. The Cottonwood is of rapid growth, a light, white 
wood, sometimes used for rails, shingles, and scantlings ; not lasting, and of no 
great value. Its dry, light wood id much used in steamboats. It forms the chief 
proportion of the drift wood that floats down the rivers, and is frequently converted 
into planters, snags, and sawyers. The sycamore is the buttonwood of New Eng- 
land, is frequently hollow, and in that state procured by the fanners, cut at suitable j 
lengths, cleaned out, and used as depositories for grain. They answer the pur- 
pose of large casks. The size of the cavity of some of these trees appears in- 
credible in the ears of a stranger to the luxuriant growth of the west To say 
that twenty or thirty men could be comfortably lodged in one, would seem a mon- 
strous fiction to a New Englandcr, but to those accustomed to this species of tree 
on the bottoms, it is nothing marvellous. 

The uplands are covered with various species of oak, amongst which is the post- j 
oak, a valuable and lasting timber for posts ; white oak, black oak of several varie- 
ties, and the black jack, a dwarfish gnarled looking tree, good for nothing but fuel, 
for which it is equal to any tree we have: of hickory, both the shagbark and 
smoothbark, black walnut in some parts, white walnut or butternut, Lynn, cherry, 
and many of the species produced in the bottoms. The black walnut is much 
used for building materials, and cabinet work, and sustains a fine polish. The 
different species of oaks, walnuts, hackberry, and occasionally hickory, are used 
for fencing. 

In some parts of the state the white and yellow poplar prevails. Beginning at 
the Mississippi, a few miles above the mouth of the Muddy river, and extending a 
line across the state to the mouth of the Little Wabash, leaves the poplar range 
south, interspersed with occasional clumps of beach. Near the Ohio, on the low 
creek bottoms, the cypress is found. No poplar exists on the eastern borders of 
the state till you arrive at or near Palestine ; while on the opposite shore of the 
Wabash, in Indiana, the poplar and beach predominate. Near Palestine, in Craw- 
ford county, the poplar again commences, intermixed with beach and all the varie- 
ties of timber, and extends northward further than has been explored. A spur of it 



puts into the interior of the state, on the Little Wabash, above Maysville. Occa- 
sional clumps of stunted cedar are to be seen on the clifis that overhang the bot- 
toms, but no pine, unless it exists in the wild regions west of Lake Michigan. 

Timber not only grows much more rapidly in this country than in the northen 
states, but it decays sooner when put in buildings, fences, or is in any way ex- 
posed to the weather. It is more porous, and will shrink and expand, as the 
weather becomes wet or dry, to a much greater extent than the timber of New 
England. This may be owing partly to the atmosphere, but it is unquestionably 
owing in part to the quality of the timber. The fences require to be newly laid, and 
one third of the rails provided anew, in a period of from seven to ten years. A 
shingled roof requires replacing in about twelve years. This, however, may not 
be a fiiir estimate, because most of the timber is prepared hastily, and in a CTeen 
state. Doubtless with proper care in the seasoning and in the preservation it 
would last much longer. ' Timber is ordinarily required for four purposes : fencing, 
building, fuel, and mechanical operations. Rails is almost the only article used 
for fencing. In making a plantation in this mode, there is a great waste of tim- 
ber; nor will a man wiui a moderate capital, and witli the burden of an increasing 
fiimily, stop to make experiments. He must have fields enclosed, and takes the 
quickest and cheapest method by cutting down the most convenient timber and 
making rails. 

The first buildings put up are cabins made of logs, slightly hewn on two sides, 
and the corners notched together. They are made single or double with a space 
between, according to the enterprize, ability, or taste of the owner; and the chim- 
ney is built of sticks of wood plastered with mud or clay mortar. The next step 
in advance is a log house. This is also made of logs more accurately hewn on 
two sides than those of the cabin, with a framed or shingle roof, and a brick or 
stone chimney ; all the out-houses are at first put up in the same manner. It is 
perfectly obvious that this mode of building sweeps off vast quantities of timber, 
that by a more judicious and economical plan would be saved for other purposes. 
In a few years brick, and in some instances stone, will take the place of these rude 
and misshapen piles of timber. This begins to take effect, to a considerable ex- 
tent, in those counties where the people have obtained the means, for brick and 
frame houses are fast erecting. The substratum of the soil in any place is excel- 
lent tor brick, and in many of the blufl^ inexhaustible quantities of limestone exist 
The waste of timber for buildings then will be greatly lessened, as the country 
advances in improvement, population, and wealth. 

As in all countries where the population have been accustomed to bum excessive 
quantities of wood before they emigrate, and wiiere they live in cold and open 
cabins, there is a great waste of timber for fuel. This will be Remedied as the 
people obtain close and comfortable dwellings, and make use of proper economy in 
this article. In almost every direction through the country there are inexhaustible 
stores of stone-coal near the surface of the earth. There is fuel far domestic pur- 
poses and for steam-engines, without limita 

It will be perceived that Illinois does not labour under as great inconveniences 
for timber, as many have supposed. If provision is made for the first fifty years, 
future supplies will be abundant Timber may be artificially produced with little 
trouble or expense, and to an indefinite extent The black locust, a native growth 
of Ohio and Kentucky, may be raised from the seed with far less labour than a 
nursery of apple-trees ; and as it is of very rapid growth, and a valuable and last^ 
ing timber for fencing, buildings, and boats, it must claim the attention of farmers. 
Already it forms one of the cleanliest and most beautiful shades, and when in 
blossom presents a rich prospect, and a most delicious fragrance. 

BOTTOM LANDS, OR ALLUVION. 

The term "bottcmi'' is used throughout the west to denote the alluvial soil on 
the margin of rivers, usually called " intervals" in the eastern states. Portk>ns of 
this description of land are flowed, for a longer or shorter period, when the rivers 
are full. Prolmbly one tenth of tiie bottom lands are of this description ; for though 1 
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the water may not stand for any length of time, it prevents settlement and culti- ; 
vation, though it does not intemipt the growth of timber and vegetation. These •• 
tracts are on the bottoms of the Wabash, Ohio, Mississippi, Ulinois, and all the in- 1 
terior rivers. 

When the rivers rise above their ordinary height, the waters of the smaller 
streams which are backed up by the freshets of the former, break over their banks, 
and cover all the low grounds. Here they stand fat a few days, or for many weeks, 
especially towards the bluSa ; for it is a striking Act in the geology of the western 
country, that all the river bottoms are higher on the margins of the streams than 
at some distance back. Whenever increase of population shall create a demand 
for this species of soil, the most of it can be reclaimed at comparatively small ex- 
pense. Its fertility will be inexhaustible, and if the waters from the rivers could 
be shut out by dykes or levees, the soil would be perfectly dry. Most of the small 
lakes on the American Bottom disappear in the summer, and leave a deposit of 
vegetable matter undergoing decomposition, or a luxuriant coat of weeds and grass. 

As the prairies mostly lie between the streams that drain the country, the inte- 
rior of the large ones is usually level. Here are formed small ponds and lakes 
after the winter and spring rains, which remain to be drawn off by evaporation, or 
absorbed by the soil. Hence the middle of the large level prairies are wet, and 
for several weeks portions of them are covered with water. To remedy this in- 
convenience completely, and render all this portion of soil dry and productive, only 
requires a ditch or drain of two or three feet deep to be cut into the nearest ravine. 
In many instances, a single furrow with the plough would drain many acres. At 
present this species of inundated land offers no inconvenience to the people, except 
in the production of miasm, and even that, perhaps, becomes too much diluted with 
the atmosphere to produce mischief before it reaches the settlements on the bor- 
ders of the prairie. Hence the inference is correct that the inundated lands pre- 
sent fewer obstacles to the settlement and growth of the country, and can be re- 
claimed at much less expense, than the swamps and salt marshes of the Atlantic 
states. 

The surface of the alluvial bottoms is not entirely level. In some places it re- 
sembles alternate waves of the ocean, and looks as though the waters had lefl their 
deposit in ridges, and retired. The portion of bottom land capable of present cul- 
tivation, and on which the waters never stand, if, at any extreme freshet, it is cov- 
ered, is a soil of exhaustless fertility ; a soil that for ages past has been gradually 
deposited by the annual floods. Its average depth on the American Bottom is from 
twenty to twenty-five feet. Logs of wood, and other indications, are found at 
that depth. The soil dug from wells on these bottoms, produces luxuriantly the 
first year. 

The most extensive and fertile tract, of this description of soil, in this state; is 
the American Bottom^ a name it received when it constituted the western boundary 
of the United States, and which it has retained ever since. It commences at the 
confluence of the Kaskaskia river with the Mississippi, and extends northwardly to 
the mouth of the Missouri ; being bounded on the east by a chain of blufl^ which 
in some places are sandy and in others rocky, and which vary from 50 to 200 feet 
in height This bottom is about 80 miles in length, and comprises an area of 
about 450 square miles, or 288,000 square acres. On the margin of the river is a 
strip of heavy timber, with a rank undergrowth : this extends from a half to two 
miles in width, and from thence to the blufls is generally prairie. No soil can ex- 
ceed this in fertility, many parts of it having been under cultivation for more than 
a century without the least apparent deterioration. 

The only objection that can be offered to this tract, is its unhealthiness. This 
arises from the circumstance of the lands directly on the margin of the river being 
higher than those under the blu& where the water, after leaving the former, sul^ 
sides, and forms Donda and lagoons, which during the summer stagnate and throw 
off noxious ef^ '^ * however, might at a trifling expense be drained by 

lateral can^ ^nth the rivers. 

T^'~ ite^ was commenced npon the tract of land above 

*;i;«» ff^^Q emigrants a fitvourable idea of the 
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whole coantry. Cultivation has no doubt rendered this tract more salubrious than 
formerly : and the extension of agriculture, together with the construction of 
drains and canals, will make it one of the roost eligible in the States. The old 
inhabitants advise the emigrants not to plant corn in the Immediate vicinity of 
their dwellings, as its exuberant foliage prevents the sun from dispelling the dele- 
terious vapours. 

Coal exists in abundance on thb anuvion, and the bluffii which bound it It has 
been mined to some extent ibr Bevenl years past, and carried to St Louis. The 
quantity hauled there in wagons in 1836 amounted to about 300,000 bushels. A 
rail-road is now making from the coal-mines to the Mississippi river opposite St. 
Louis, for the purpose of expediting the transportation of the mineral to that city. 
At the mine a new town is about to be laid out, called Pittsburg. Besides the 
American Bottom, there are other tracts which resemble it in its general character, 
but which are much less extensive. 

It would lead to a particularity beyond the limits of this sketch, to go into a de- 
tailed description of all the bodies of excellent land in Illinoit. For not only here, 
but all over the Western Country, the lands seem to be distributed in bodies, either 
of rich or sterile, level or broken lands. The Militaiy Bounty Tract, the countiy 
on Rock river, the Sangamon country, &c., are all mmiliarly spoken of for their 
beauty and fertility, and have each their advocates, who, swayed by various predi- 
lections, extol the advantages of that section to which they are attached. On the 
Illinois, the Easkaskia, the Fox river, on the Kankakee, and the Embarras, between 
the Great and Little Wabash, and on all the considerable streams of this state, 
there are large bodies of first-rate lands. On the Grand Prairie, the Mound Prai- 
rie, the prairie upon which the Marine Settlement is located, and that occupied by 
the society of Christians from New England, are exceedingly rich tracts. The 
following description of the Military Bounty Lands, the Rock river country, and 
the region on the Sangamon river, will give some idea of the situation, natuiul fea- 
tures, productions, capacities for settlements, &c., of each district 

MIUTARY BOUNTY TRACT. 

The region generally denominated the Military Bounty Tract, was surveyed 
during the years 1815 and 1816, and the greater part subsequently appropriated in 
bounties to the soldiers of the regular army, who served in the late war between 
the United States and Great Britain. It is situated between the rivers Mississippi 
and Illinois, and extends from their junction due north by a meridian line, denomi- 
nated the fourth principal meridian, 169 miles, presenting an irregular curvilinear 
triangle, the acute angle of which is at the junction of these two rivers. From 
this point the two rivers diverge, so as to make a distance of 90 miles between the 
extreme points of the northern boundary. Half-way between the extremes, the 
width is 64 miles. The base line running due east and west, and commencing 
seven miles above Quincy on the Mississippi, and terminating at the Illinois, about 
four miles below Beardstown, intersects the fourth principal meridian at right 
angles 73 miles above the junction of the Mississippi and Illinois rivers, and is 52 
miles long. The whole tract, according to the public surveys, contains 207 entire 
townships, of six miles square, and 61 fractional townships, containing together 
5,360,000 acres, of which 3,500,000 have been appropriated in military bounties. 
The residue consists partly of fractional sections, bordering on the rivers, partly of 
fractional quarter-sections, bordering on the township lines, containing more or less 
than 160 acres, and partly of lands that were returned by the public surveyors as 
unfit for cultivation ; but there are also large reservations not coming within the 
above exception, being the overplus of lands after satisfying the miutary claims, 
subject to entry and purchase as other congress lands. 

This tract of country lies between 38° 54', and 41° 40' of twrth latitude, and 12^ 
west longitude firom Washington City, and is bounded on the north-west for 255 
miles by the Mississippi river, and for about the same distance on tike south-east by 
the Illinois. Thus do these two great rivers, in their diverging course, with Rock 
river approximating from the north, form a spacious peniimla, Aimishmg a border 
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to the bounty lands by a sheet of navigable waters for steamboats more than 500 
miles in extent, leaving no part of Uie tract more than 45 miles, and the greater 
part not exceeding 20 miles from steamboat navigation. 

The water communication now about to be completed between the Mississippi 
and the lakes, by means of the Illinois and Chicago canal, must eventually greatly 
increase the value of the bounty lands, b^ affording a choice of markets for their 
products, either at Chicago, Detroit, Bumdo, New-York, Montreal, or Quebec, by 
way of the Illinois canal and the lakes, or by the natural channels of the rivers at 
St Louis and New-Orleans. 

In the interior of the tract, and traversing it in various directions, are several 
rivers and creeks of less consequence, in a commercial point of view, than those 
great water-courses which form its boundary lines, but nevertheless of great utility 
in other respects to the settlements in their vicinity. Of these. Spoon, Henderson, 
Edwards, and Pope's rivers, and Crooked, Kickapoo or Red Bud, Copperas, Otter, 
M'Kee's, M'Craney's, Hadley's, MUI, and Bear creeks, are the most considerable. 
There are also many other smaller streams, generally tributaries to those already 
mentioned, affording sufficient power for miila and other machinery. 

Considerable bodies of timber are to be found on the margins of all these streams, 
with but few exceptions, the lands of which are generally broken, and the soil not 
so productive as that of the adjacent prairies. And it may be remarked in general, 
in relation to the blufis of the Mississippi and Illinois, as well as those upon the 
smaller rivers, that they exhibit a surface too rough to be cultivated, and a soil too 
thin for successful tillage. The hills, or bluffd as they are called in this country, 
which are everywhere to be seen on the margins of the Mississippi and Illinois 
rivers, are generally neither very high nor precipitous, and very rarely approach 
the water's edge. The bottoms between the river and bluffs are generally alluvial, 
and expand from one to five miles in width. Two-thirds of these bottom lands are 
subject to occasional inundation from high water ; and when this happens, the river 
is seen gradually to rise tor several successive days, until the channel within the 
banks is no longer capable of containing the immense accumulation of waters from 
above, at which time they burst over the banks in all directions, extending them- 
selves from bluff to bluff in all the terrific grandeur of a mighty river. Again 
they gradually recede, until they are confined within the ordinary channel. When 
these inundations occur as late as the months of June and July, a sickly season, 
arising from the noxious vapours engendered by a decay of vegetation, may be ex- 
pected in these and contiguous parts of the country ; but if early, and the bottoms 
become dry before the hot season commences, no difference in the health of the 
[ inhabitants is expected to ensue on that account . 

Of the military tract, about two-thirds may be set down as prairie land, and the 
remaining one-third as timber land. Tiie detached groves, or those which are 
found occasionally as islands in the prairies, and those at the heads or sources of 
the streams, generally produce the finest timber, with a soil mostly of good quality, 
and not unf^equently very rich. The soil on the prairies is good, and a large por- 
tion of it may be considered as first-rate, having either a black vegetable mould, 
or a dark sandy loam, from 15 to 30 inches deep, generally bedded on a stiff yellow 
clay. Many of the prairies are of convenient dimensions for farming operations, 
others too large at present, and again we find many only large enough for a single 
farm. 

The emigrant, in travelling over this delightful region in the spring and summer 
months, will generally see timber either before him or to the right or left, within 
a few miles, but he will occasionally, after descending one of our beautiful slopes 
to the verdant valley beneath, through which the gentle rivulet is meandering its 
course with its flowery border, get as it were out of the sight of land, while his 
vision is bounded only by the blue horizon above, and not a tree can be discovered 
as far as the eye can reach. Again, when he approaches the summit of the oppo- 
site slope, his vision is relieved with the green forests upon his right and left, and 
a cluster of beautiful island groves immediately in the advance, with their varied 
I shrubbery in full bloom, scattering its fragrance for many a mile around : the prai- 
I rie, in the mean time, being covered with a smooth green coat of grass, and innu- 






raerable flowers of every variety and hue, which blossom and decay in succession, 
from the first opening of spring until the severe frosts of winter. 

The bounty lands extend from north to south over about two and a half degrees 
of latitude, the medium of which exceeds forty decrees north, and afibrd a climate 
not uncongenial to the constitntbn of men from Uie northern and middle states. 
The climate seems also to be well adapted to the constitution of emigrants from 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and the Carolinas, who, in the general, enjoy as good health 
as those from the more northern states. It is a fact, however, which ou^ht not to 
be disguised, that a large portion of the lands on the margins of the Mississippi and 
Illinois rivers, as well as those upon the banks of the smaller streams, including 
such also as border upon the large, flat, wet prairies, may be reckoned among the 
situations most unfavourable to health. The stagnant waters which sometimes 
remain after the overflowings of these riveia, not uoirequently produce pestilential 
vapours, proceeding from putrescent vegetable substances, which very often engen- 
der malignant fevers and agues, and prove destructive to the health and vigour of 
the newly settled emigrant and his family. Habitations should, therefore, at the 
commencement of a settlement be as far removed as convenient, from stagnant 
waters, and low, rich, alluvial grounds, which are thickly shaded by forest trees, 
and located on more open and elevated ground, w-here air and water can be enjoyed 
in their native purity. Lands of this description, which, in a state of nature, prove 
most injurious to health, when drained, opened to the sun, and cleared of the trees 
and rank weeds, which generally grow upon them, have often become salubrious 
places of habitation. But the new comer should be aware before he is acclimated, 
that it is a dangerous experiment to attempt the improvement But of this quality, 
there is a small part only of the whole tract, most of the residue furnishing situa- 
tions as healthful as any part of the Western Country, old Kentucky not excepted. 

Taking all the Bounty Tract together, and there is no region of country in the 
west more eligibly situated for all the purposes of agriculture and commerce. The 
lands everywhere, with but few exceptions, are of Sie best quality, and in a man- 
ner surrounded by a sheet of navigable waters; and the country exhibits a climate 
of great variety for the space occupied ; whereby its productions are varied, and 
the means of traffic greatly increased and facilitated. Lands of excellent quality 
may yet be had at the government price of $1.25 per ncre, in desirable parts of the 
country, so that means of wealth, or at least of a comfortable competence, are still 
within the reach of the poor as well as the opulent What motives of advance- 
ment are here held out to the industrious and skilftil cultivator of the soil — what 
prospects of wealth to the industrious mechanic and enterprizing merchant — what 
a wide field of speculation is not in fiict here presented to the view of the whole 
people of the west ! 

In this region there are but few springs ; but water may be plentifully obtained 
anywhere on the smooth prairies, by digging from fifteen to forty feet below the 
surface. The well water is pure and salutary, and generally preferred to the 
spring water. The surface of the ground everywhere in this country is remarka- 
bly free from stones, except on the rivers, creeks, and branches, in which many 
good quarries are found both of lime and sandstone. With Che exception of stone- 
coal, there are no mines on the Military Tract Some specimens of iron, lead, 
and copper ore have occasionally been picked up, but not in sufficient quantities to 
justify the belief that any discoveries will be made worthy of pursuit 

The agricultural productions of this part of Illinois are Indian com, wheat, rye, 
^oats, barley, potatoes, hemp, flax, &c. The tame grasses, such as timothy, red 
clover, red top or herd's grass, and blue grass, are also now cultivated to some 
extent, and so far succeed well. The principal articles produced for exportation 
consist of horses, beef cattle, mileh cows, live hogs, barrelled beef and pork, bacon, 
lard, hides, butter, Indian corn, wheat, and flour. Some of the backwoodsmen, 
also, still continue to carry on a considerable traffic with the merchants, in deer- 
skins and furs, such as otter, muskrat, and raccoon, and in honey and beeswax. 
Some farmers have been frequently known to make more money in this way, than 
from the product of their farms. 

The disposition of so much of this fine country for military rewards, has very 



much retarded its gettlement Most of the titles have long since departed from the 
soldiers tor whose beneiit the donations were made. Many thousand quarter sec- 
tions have been sold by the state for taxes, and are past redemption. Much of it 
is in the hands of non-residents, who hold it at prices too exorbitant to command 
sale. Some have doubted the legality of these sales at auction tor taxes ; but able 
lawyers, and those who have investigated the business, have expressed the opinion 
that ^* tax titles" are valid. Within the last two years the Military Tract has 
received a great accession to its population. A large quantity of tliese military 
lands are now owned by a company, who have a land-office opened at Quincy, and 
offer tracts at from three to ten dollars per acre. About three-fifths of the quarter 
sections have been appropriated as military bounties. The remainder is to be dis- 
posed of in the same manner as other public lands. Soath of the base line, which 
passes across the tract through Schuyler and Adams counties, the public lands 
have been offered for sale. North of that line there is much excellent land yet 
for sale. 

A scientific gentleman, who has recently examined the central parts of the 
Military Bounty Tract, has given the following as the geological structure of the 
upland prairies in that region. That the same general structure prevails through- 
out the entire peninsula (between the Illinois and Mississippi rivers), and all the 
central and northern parts of the state, is most probable. 1st. Vegetable mould, 
formed by the decomposition of grass upon the original clay soil, 8 to 30 inches : 
2d. Pure yellow clay, 3 to 8 feet : dd. Gravelly clay, mixed with pebbles, 4 to 
10 feet : 4tb. Limestone rock, 2 to 12 feet : 5th. Shale, covering a stratum of 
bituminous coal generally 4 to 5 feet thick: 6th. Soapstone: then sandstone. 
The bed of limestone seems to be universal in this region, it having been disco- 
vered in all the wells that have been dug, and in all the banks of water-courses of 
any magnitude. 

An opinion is entertained by some persons at the east, that the prairies here are 
of a light, spongy nature, without solidity or firmness. The notion has probably 
been gathered from the boggy prairies of Ohio. But no land of this sort, we are 
assur^, is to be found in the Military Tract, if we Except the marshes upon the 
margins of rivers. The substratum being clay, the surface is as firm and dry as 
any of the limestone lands of Pennsylvania or Maryland, and in many respects is 
of a similar character to the best in Frederick county, in the latter state. 

ROCK RIVER COUNTRY. 

That portion of Illinois, situated in the northern part of the state, watered by 
Rock river and its branches, is known by the appellation of the Rock River Country. 
It is a fertile agricultural region, combining all the advantages of a rich and fruit- 
ful soil, a healthy and temperate climate, a fine navigable river, and clear perennial 
streams, afiibrding excellent mill-seats, together with many of the most useful and 
important minerals. 

Rock river rises in Wisconsin Territory, about midway between Lake Michigan 
and the Wisconsin river. Its course in Illinois is nearly 180 miles in extent It 
receives its most important tributary, the Pekatonica, from the lead-mine region 
of Wisconsin Territory, a few miles below the northern boundary of the state. 
The Rock River Country may be considered as embracing not only the parts which 
border immediately upon that stream, but all those portions of the surrounding ter- 

I ritory that may contribute directly to the developement and employment of the 

j resources of the Rock river valley. 

In this view may be included the mineral wealth and agricultural advantages of 
the Pekatonica and its branches, the products of which must eventually find their 
way to market on the bosom of Rock river ; but also the mineral region around 
Galena and Dubuque, which will, sooner or later, be connected by close links of 
interest and necessity with the inexhaustible beds of coal and general manufac- 
turing advantages in the neighbourhood of the mouth of Rock river. Under the 
same general head we may also include the fine agricultural country on the west 

I bank of the Mississippi, extending from the Indian reservation on the Iowa to the 
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waters of the Wabepiaipimecon, which will look to the east bank of the Mississippi 
and the town located near the mouth of Rock river for its market 

The bottom-lands of these streams, most usually about a mile and a half wide, 
cannot be surpassed in fertility. Besides other causes which have combined for 
centuries to produce the same result, the wash of the blufis enriches the plain 
below by its deposit, to such an extent that the depth of soil in places is almost 
incredible. Like the great American Bottom below the mouth of the Illinois river, 
which has been cultivated for more than a hundred years, the fertility of most of 
the Rock river and Upper Mississippi bottoms is indestructible. On such a soil, 
under proper cultivation, 100 bushels of com and 40 bushels of wheat to the acre 
could be raised with facility. With the most careless kind of culture, where the 
farmers do not think of applying the hoe after planting, and run the plough through 
but twice, the averse corn crop is about 50 or 60 bushels per acre. The soil on 
the brow of the blu£, as might be expected ftom the unceasing washing of ages, is 
thin and unproductive ; but when you ascend to the elevated table-land — which is 
generally characteristic of the bluffs afler you leave tlie breaks, gullies formed by 
springs and drains on the edge of the bluf&, — ^you will find, most usually, a soil of 
the richest kind — high and dry, and fenned, in the warmest days of summer, by 
breezes of the most refreshing character. These breezes, however, are converted 
into pretty cold winds in winter. 

The greatest objection made to the Rock river country is the alleged scarcity of 
timber. What is termed the " grand prairie," commencing in the lower part of 
Illinois and reaching to Lake Superior, touches Rock river in several places, and 
some of its wide-stretching arms partially separated from the parent prairie by 
occasional groves, cross that stream. These extensive meadows form an obstacle 
at this time to the dense settlement of those portions where the predominance of 
prairie over timber is too great; but the time will come, and the day is not far dis- 
tant, when emigrants will rush to the large prairies w^ith almost as much eagerness 
as they now avoid them. 

But without reference to the prospective settlement of the prairies, the existence 
of these large meadows in the neighbourhood can form no reasonable objection to 
the settlement of such portions as are timbered. Of these there are thousands of 
situations in the Rock river country, where plenty of timber in proximity to prairies 
will give settlers the advantages of timber and prairie united ; and if the argument 
be a good one that the large prairies cannot be settled without recourse to the 
woodlands, that very fact should form a strong inducement for the early settlement 
of the more favoured portions. But reflecting and experienced men say that no 
apprehensions need be felt about the supply of timber for the wants of the country, 
and that so &r as Rock Island county is concerned, it has a greater proportion of 
timber than the counties in its vicinity. 

The portion of country south and south-east of Rock river is comparatively 
deficient in timber, except where the waters of Green river, Edwards, and Hen- 
derson, carry belts of it along their various windings. Up Rock river the timber 
is in many places of the finest character, and convenient of access to the river, 
down which it could be rafled with ease. 

The blufT which forms the principal portion of the strip of land between Rock 
river and the Mississippi, from Albany in Whiteside county down to near the 
mouth of the former stream, a distance of 35 miles, is, with one or two slight ex- 
ceptions, covered plentifully with good timber. This woodland, although broken 
in many places by gullies which carry oflf water to the prairie bottoms, is in gene- 
ral excellent wheat land. 

On the west bank of the Mississippi, for about ten miles above Rock Island, and 
twenty or thirty below, the bluflT falls gently into bottoms of about a mile wide — 
frequently intersected with spurs and groves of timber ; and altogether forming a 
succession of farm-sites as beautiful as the eye ever saw or the heart could desire. 
Immediately back of these sloping bottoms, the bluflT is covered with the dense 
foliage of stately timber, forming a rich bordering for the picture of scenic loveli- 
ness below. This skirt of timber varies from one to two miles in width. Back of 
it, the timber is scattered into little patches of foliage, dotting the interminahU 
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Th« prodocti or* ttua re^aic are the aune as t::eise -if tee adjccosB^ districts, and 
are raised vitli toe sune :^J:tj as in the mosc a.TCjCDad pare dTtae itate. A oor- 
respoadeot whtea, **' I h&ve cue leen in anj piftce ::ijs jaaaaiu crops at wheat, corn, 
and oattt to warp^m, and bat xw to eqaav, wzai I aw cear Stepttcnwo, the seat of 
joitice of Rock Island axmtj. The axe to viiaek eacuLexti roots bsTe grown there 
u almost incredibie." 

Beaidea the agricnlmral advmntages of this regaoa of CQcmtrT* it most for ever be 
connected wiih, and interested in the mineral reipocK above iL The extent of the 
lead re^noQ will perhaps never be determined. The mines are coindered inex- 
haustible, and each socceeding year derelopes new treasures^ inTiting the ^^ of 
enterprize, and exciting the eager appetite of discorerr. 

The mines mostly wrou^t at this time, are m the vKiniKr of Ddboqoe, Galena, 
and Mineral Po ot oa the Pekatooica. Taking Rock river on one side of the Mis- 
sissippi, and the Iowa oo the other, R>r the southern limits of the mineral region 
(although it is believed to extend much tarther 9outh> north of these etreams^ for 
perhaps hondreds of miles west, reaching to Lake Michigan on the ea.st, and a 
tnotwanii miles to the north nntil joa reach the ocean-Iike knres and pore waters 
of Lake Superior, yoa have an immeoEe teffrilory. alreauy known to possess mines of 
lead. iron, copper, saltpetre, dtc the valae of which will ever be beyond calculation. 

L«hi axai coooer ore have been fibcoi cpoo other tributaries of Rock river 
xsai-ss th^ Pe £11X1X3. Ufwa tje htter. mines of the richest character are 
wttx^jt:: wi^ isi jstrj and success. Copper ore has been raised already ftom the 
ziLz-es oa :::< Ptekar^vLca. Co the exten: or* about 200.000 poonda Lead has been 
»X3i ij I2ie Incsaw cs several pUces west of the MissiaBippi, not fiur from Rock 
UijiaL ' Near ue WabepKipimecoD. which empties into the MissisBippi about 30 
n:l«F aK?vif ru: ;&ADi. copper and iron ore, saltpetre, epeoro salts, and a fine spe- 
CM« cc imr^ie^ateii alaba&ter, have lately been tbund. On the shores of Lake Pepin, 
•jp the Musaasippi. near the FalU of :^ Anthony, iron ore exists in such masses 
tha: irt# Idke nay al=»ss literal iv be called ** troit-^oicii^.** Iron ore and stone-coal 
anf Ixiai in tewnu pi^&ces aloo^ the Upper Rapids of the MtssissippL The latter 
ait.c>. of a gvxxi ^lul.ty, pervades the Rock river blu& extensively, and will, 
Srixv ko*. ^%xne a very imgMrtant article of trade with the lead-mines, where 
t^be cvunuy is «k^stl:u;o o?" iL The recent improvement in smelting furnaces, and 
IV coctecnpiated intrvcuction of steanv^ngines to drain the mines on the plan of 
ue BLuiers of Com wall. England, which must take place before long, will cause 
the cxiiflunplMn i^* an immense quantity of stone-coaL They now send to St 
Uxk8» Kv It, and freight it up stream 500 mileei It will not be many years before 
U^ ba$in<ts$ ot* sn;clun^ will be done near the mouth of Rock river for nearly all 
the !<iii r«>gioii$ aS>Te, trv^m the circumstsnce that the mineral can be much easier 
5.^t<d down to the JutL than the fuel can be freighted up to the mineral. This 
w;i; throw into the lately located seat of justice of Rock Island county an immense 
tr^k. wh:oh is not generally looked upon as being alienable from the immediate 
»ie:^bourhvx>l of the minca 

The time will come when the facility with which lead can be obtained, will 
cfliiK^ it indirectly to enter into the consumption of the country in a thousand differ- 
ent «liapes tKkW not thought of; and the demand becoming comparatively limitless, 
wit! caus« ev^ry hill and valley where there are signs of **minerar to be explored; 
and infinite deveU^pements of the resources of the country, now entering only into 
th<(^ drvmuis of the visionary, will greet the acute eye of enterprize. When y^a 
Inflect that for a century and a half the gold-mines of the southern states lay hid- 
dwi from a comparatively dense population, it should rather be a matter of astonish- 
ment that so much has 'alr^idy been discovered by the sparse settlements of the 
iMd rtgkn. 



thete can be no doubt of this region being eminently healthy. The ooontry k 
supplied bountifully^ with water firom good sprinn, and the air is bccodA only to 
mountain air in purity. It is even thcmfht that £e neighbourhood of Rock Island 
will one day be the resort of rich invalids, and the man of leisure from the south, 
on account of its double charm of salubrity of atmosphere, and picturesqueness of 
scenery. The existence of a copious white stUphur fprine near Rock Island, of 
medical virtues equal perhaps to die waters of any of the celebrated springs in the 
United States, gives stren^ to the idea. 

The navigation of Rock river is obstructed principally by the rapids, 8) miles 
from its mouth ; upon which, however, there is never less than about 18 inches 
water, which is more than the Ohio river aflfords at its lowest stages, in places. 
Several enterprizing individuals have it in contemplation to build a steamboat ex- 
pressly for navigati]^ Rock river, which may be done for a considerable portion ot 
the year. 

A circumstance which the recent survey and settlement of the country on the 
Upper Rock river has but lately brought to view, may and will, if taken advantage 
off no doubt, have an important bearing on the prosperity of the Rock River Country. 
It is ascertained tliat the distance from the city of Milwaukee on Lake Michigan 
to the navigable waters of Rock river, is only about 50 miles, and over a country 
well calculated for making either a canal or a rail-road. The improvement of this 
region by the construction of one or both of the above public works would open a 
medium of communication from the Mississippi to the Lakes, and afibrd an outlet to 
the northern markets that would be of incalculable benefit to the upper part of 
Illinois, and add another link to the mis^hty chain that is tending together the ex- 
tremities of our widely-extended republic. 

With the present possession and prospective control of advantages like all these, 
it does not require sanguine calculations to determine the future condition of this 
country. Easy access to market will always insure to the farmer the rewards of 
industry ; and a rich agricultural community ever promotes the steadiest and purest 
prosperity to all other classes. Mechanics are always demanded by the wants of 
an improving country ; and the lack of competition in a new country, guaranties 
to such as emigrate the best of prices and the best of pay. 

The boundless resources of the great west spread out their harvest for the sickle 
of the younff and the enterprizing. **The harvest is plenty, but thq labourers 
few.** He £at would carve out his own fortune at the expense of tamporary sac- 
rifices, in preference to frittering away his existence in the slavish occupancy of 
an overstrained competition, should turn his eyes and his footsteps westward. 

SANGAMON COUNTRY. 

The country traversed by the Sangamon river and its branches is a region sel- 
dom equalled in fertility. It is high and undulating, well watered with creeks and 
springs, and is beautifully interspersed with timber and prairie, the former of which 
consists of those descriptions which grow only on the richest soil, being principally 
locust, black walnut, hickory, maple, &c. 

The prairies frequently contain fine groves of timber : these are generally ele- 
vated above the surrounding country, and are most advantageous situations ror set- 
tlement The inhabitants reside chiefly in the margin of the timber, extending 
their plantations to any distance in the prairie. 

This desirable tract was settled with such rapidity, that it contained 5000 inhabi- 
tants before a single section had been sold ; and farms of considerable size, even 
of a hundred acres of cultivated land, had been made. It is now divided into 
several counties, containing a population of at least 40,000. The first white in- 
habitants settled here in 1810, and the first sale of public land was in November 
1823. At the present time, the borders of the prairie are covered with hundreds 
of smiling farms, and the interior is animated with thousands of domestic animals; 
the rough and unseemly cabin is giving place to comfortable framed or brick tone* 
ments ; and plenty everywhere smiles upon the labours of the husbandman. 

The objection often made by tliose unacquainted with a prairie country against 
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the great extent of the prairies anc) a want of sufficient timber in the Sangamon 
and. other districts in Illinois, ofiers no serious inconvenience for the present ; as 
timber in sufficient quantities has been found without difficulty, to meet all the de- 
mands of the population. With regard to the prairies, many persons are beginning 
to understand the superiority of that description of land fpr agricultural purposes ; 
and the day is not iar distant when, no doubt, it will be generally preferred to all 
others. 

Late scientific examinations, as well as the practical results of settlement and 
cultivation, have determined the fact that the prairies are richer as you approach 
their middles, and in some measure in proportion to the distance from timber ; and 
that the carbonate of lime, so rich a nourisher of grasses and grains, is found in 
the soil of the prairies to an extent of from 20 to 42 per cent. In timber lands it 
is found in a much smaller proportion, and in many cases does not exist at all. This 
fertilizing property, which renders the prairie lands so desirable, in appealing to 
the esteem of the farmer, has only to struggle against his ideas of convenience to 
timber. His apprehensions will be broken down by degrees. Coal, which exists 
in the blufis of the rivers and streams in almost every part of the state, will be 
his fuel, and he will grow the hed^e-thom and the black locust for his fencing. 
There is also a certainty of the gradual self-introduction of timber of the wdinary 
growths, where the fires are kept out of the prairiea In the southern part of the 
state, which has been settled for 15 or 20 years, and where they once bad the same 
apprehensions about the prospective scarcity of timber which is now felt at the' 
north, they now have a greater abundance of timber than they had 20 years ago, 
notwithstanding all the consumption of a comparatively dense population ; and tim- 
ber has sprung up and grown large enough for fiirming purposes, where at the time 
of settlement were extensive and monotonous prairies. 

Above all countries, this is the land of flowers. In the season every prairie is 
an immense flower-garden. In the early stages of spring rises a generation of 
flowers, whose prevalent tint is peachblow. The next is a deeper r^. Then suc- 
ceeds the yellow; and to the latest period of autumn, the prairies exhibit a brilliant 
golden hue. 

The Sangamon country is one of the finest Irtock districts in the Western 
states, the summer range for cattle is inexhaustible, and the amount of excellent 
hay that may be made every season from the rich prairies almost without limit 
Horses, cattle, sheep, and hogs, can be raised here with but little trouble and ex- 
pense, compared with the eastern states. The mildness of the climate has not 
unfrequently relieved the owners from all care and expense of feeding them through 
the whole year ; but it is generally necessary to feed from the commencement of 
December until the latter part of March. When cattle are fed and attended to in 
the best manner by provident farmers, the expense is less by one half, than winter- 
ing the same species of stock in the eastern states. 

The shortness and moderation of tlie winter seasons, and the abundant forage 
which may as yet be gathered from the wild prairies, render the raising of stock 
both cheap and easy. The grass, when cut from the upland prairies and well 
cured, makes excellent hay ; and cattle will keep in good order the whole winter 
on this food alone. It has also been frequently remarked, that both horses and 
cattle fetten quite as fast in the spring and summer, on the wild grass of the prai- 
ries, as upon the tame pastures of the east And the richness and flavour of the 
beef thus fattened, has been much esteemed at St Louis and New-Orleans, and 
generally reckoned of the finest quality. 

This region is also admirably adapted for the cultivation of the sugar beet root, 
which besides it^ great value in the manufacture of the beet sugar, is about to be- 
come a most important article in the feeding of cattle. 

The following account of what has been accomplished in this way by a single 
individual, is extracted from a western paper of late date. " Lot Pugh, Esq. of 
Cincinnati, has cultivated most successfully the sugar beet, on his farm near that 

I city. Last year he raised 50 tons of beets to the acre, and his crop is much better 
the present season. The manager of the farm says, that it requires but little 
more labour to raise 50 tons of beets than fifty bushels of corn, while the former is i 
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quite as good for horses, much better for cattle, and ratlier better for stock hog^. 
He also asserts, that suckin? calves preferred beets, when properly prepared, to 
milk. Although cattle and nogs will eat beets in a raw state, still they are much 
better when boiled. The apparatus and fixtures used by Mr. Pugh for boiling or 
rather steaming, food for 300 ho^ and 40 or 50 cows, with other stock, cost about 
$150, and consumes a quarter ot a cord of wood per day." 

The above will show that a new item of national wealth it about to be introdu- 
ced into the United States. The culture of the beet root has produced important 
results in France. It is well known that land in those districts where its growth 
has become general has increased in value from 50 to 150 per cent ; and the clear 
annual income per acre, after paying all expenses, ranges from 35 to 40 dollars. 
The profits would be equally great in this country ; for, altliough the price of la- 
bour IS cheaper in France, the difference would no doubt be amply compensated by 
the superior fertility of the Illinoii prairies, and the circumstance of dispensing 
with manure, which the great depth and richness of the soil of the Sangamon and 
other districts in this state will render unnecessary for a long period. A very con- 
siderable diminution of the annual profits in Europe, consists in the expense of 
manuring the land so as to make it sufficiently rich to produce a remunerating 
crop. 

The prodigious impulse which the prosperity of a country may receive from the 
introduction of a single new plant, is illustrated by the following historical fiict 

In an early part ci the reign of George the First, the culture of the turnip was 
limited in England to as few gardens as that of the beet is now with us, and used 
almost exclusively for culinary purposes. That monarch, in one of his visits to 
his Electorate of Hanover, was attended by his Secretary of State, Lord Town- 
send ; whilst residing there, this nobleman was struck by the appearance of ex- 
tensive fields devoted to the culture of turnips as food for cattle and sheep. Im- 
l»*essed with the belief that this method might be introduced with advanta!ge into 
his own country, he, before leaving Germany, took good care to provide himself 
with seed, and, on his return, earnestly recommended to his tenants a practice, 
which, in Hanover, had been found to produce the most favourable results. His 
wishes were attended to, and the experiment spread through the county of Norfolk, 
which firom that period dates its high reputation as an agricultural district Lands 
which rented for one or two shillings an acre, soon brought 15 or 20 ; and sterile 
barrens, on which were to be seen only a few half-starvc^cl rabbits, were reclaimed 
and are now covered with rich harvests of grain. Colquhoun, in his Statistical 
Researches, computes that the annual value of a crop of turnips in Norfolk alone, 
amounts to not less than 14 millions sterling ! When it is considered that this root 
has been the means of bringing under culture lands which without it must have 
remained valueless ; that it leaves the soil in a good condition to receive a crop 
of gn^in or grass, and that the latter is a good preparation for wheat, we may safely 
consider the benefits resulting to England from the culture of the beet as incalcu- 
lable. If it was now asked, said Colquhoun, who was the man in modern times 
who had rendered England the most signal service, no one should hesitate to say 
it was the nobleman, whom shallow courtiers nicknamed in derision "Turnip 
Townsend." In half a century the turnips spread over the three kingdoms, and 
their yearly value at this day, says ''le same author, is not inferior in amount to 
the interest of the national debt ! 



A body of lands perhaps equally extensive, and nearly as fertile and productive, 
with that on the Sangamon, lies along the course of the Kaskaskia, or Okau. 
This river has a long course through the central parts of the Illinois, and a coun- 
try happily diversifi^ with prairie and forest The streams that flow into it, have 
sufficient iaU to be favourable fiw the site of mills. Some well-settled parts of the 
state are watered by this river. On its banks is Kaskaskia, formerly the seat of 
government, and Vandalia, at present the metropolis. 

Although there are extensive bodies of sterile and broken lands in Illinois, yet 
take the whole of its wide surface together, it contains a greater proportion of firsts 
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rmte land, thaa any state in the Union ; and probahly as great in proportion to its 
extent, as any country on the globe. One of the inconTeniences connected with 
this extent of rich country is too great a proportioa of prairies, with which two- 
thirds of the sur&ce are covered ; but the prevalence of coal and peat, and the ease 
and rapidity with which forest trees may be raised, will render even the extensive 
prairies not only habitaUe but desirable places of residence. 

RIVERS. 

It is only necessary to look on the map of this great state, to see what astonUi- 
ing advantages for inland navigation nature has given it On its northern borders 
it has for some distance the waters of Lake Michigan and the various streams that 
empty into it ; and by this vast body of waters a communication is opened with the 
n<Hthem parts of Indiana and Ohio, with New- York and Canada. On the north- 
west frontier it has Rock river, a long, beautiful, and beatable tributary of the Mis- 
sissippi. On the whole western front it is washed by the Mississippi, and on its 
southern by the Ohia On the east it is bounded by the Wabash. Through its 
centre winds in one direction the Illinois, connecting the Mississippi with Lake 
Michifi[an by the Des Plaines and the Chicago rivers ; and in another direction the 
beautiful Kaskaskia flows through the state. Besides these, there are great num- 
bers of beatable streams penetrating the state in every dhrection. Such is the 
intersection of Illinois by these waters, that no settlement in it is far from a point 
of beatable communication, cither with Lake Michigan, the Mississippi, the Ohio, 
or the Illinois. 

The Mississippi forms the western boundary of the state through its whole 
length from north to south, a distance by the meanders of the stream of not far 
from 600 miles. 

One hundred and fifly years from the time of its discoveiy by La Salle, Mr. 
Schoolcraft first reached the source of the Mississippi, in the little lake Itasca, on 
a high table-land, 1500 feet above the Gulf of Mexico, and 3160 miles from its 
mouth by the windings of its channel. Its source is in about 47°, and its mouth in 
29^ north latitude ; and it consequently traverses 18 decrees of latitude. This 
great river is in some respects the noblest in the world, draining a larger valley, 
and irrigating a more fertile region, and having, probably, a longer course, than 
any other stream. It commences in many branches, that rise, for the most part, 
in wild rice lakes ; but it traverses no great distance before it becomes a broad 
stream. 

Having acquired, in a course, following its meanders, of three hundred miles, 
a width of half a mile, and having formed its distinctive character, it precipitates 
its waters down the Falls of St Anthony. Thence it glides alternately through 
beautiful meadows and deep forests, swelling in advancing march with the tribute 
of a hundred streams. In its progress it receives a tributary, which of itself has a 
course of more than a thousand leagues. Thence it rolls its accumulated, turbid, 
and sweeping mass of waters through continued forests, only broken here and there 
by the axe, in lonely grandeur to the sea. 

No thinking mind can contemplate this mighty and resistless wave sweeping its 
proud course from point to point, curving round its bends through the dark forests, 
without a feeling of sublimity. The hundred shores laved by its waters — the long 
course of its tributaries, some of which already flow through the abodes of cultiva- 
tion, and others pursue an immense course without a solitary dwelling of civilized 
man on their banks — the numerous tribes of savages that now roam over its bor- 
ders — the affecting and imperishable traces of generations that are gone, leaving 
no other memorials of their existence or materials for their history, than their 
tombs that rise at frequent intervals along its banks — ^the dim, but glorious antici- 
pations of the future, — these are subjects of contemplation that cannot but associate 
themselves with the view of this river. 

With the common propensity of travellers to exaggerate, the Falls of St Antho- 
ny, until very recently, have been much overrated. Instead of the extravagant 
estimates of the first French writers, or the fall of fifty feet assigned to them by 
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more modem authorities, the real fall of the MiflBiflsippi here is between siztetB 
and seventeen feet of perpendicular descent Though it has not the slightest 
claim to, comparer with that of Niagara in grandeur, it furnishes an impressive nnd 
beautifol spectacle in the loneliness of the desert The adjoining scenery is of the 
most striking and romantic character ; and, as the traveller listens to the solemn 
roar of the falls, as it sinks into feeble eci|Des in the forests, a thrilling storj is told 
him of the love and despair of a younff Dacotah or Sioux Indian woman, who, 
goaded by jealousy towards her husband, who bad taken another wife, placed her 
young children in a canoe, and, chanting the remembrances of love and broken 
vows, precipitated herself and her infants down the &lls. Imlians are always 
romancers, if not poets. Their traditions say, that these ill-fiited beings so per- 
ished, that no trace of them was seen ; but they suppoee that her spirit wanders 
still near this spot, and that she is seen on sunny mornings, carrying her babes in 
the accustomed manner bound to her bosom, and still mourning the mcoastaiicy of 
her husband. 

Below this point it is bounded by limestone blufli, from 100 to 400 feet high, and 
first begins to exhibit islands, drift-wood, and sand-bars; its current is slightly 
broken by the Rock river and Des Moines rapids, which, however, present no con- 
siderable obstruction to navigation ; and 843 miles from the falls its waters are 
augmented by the immense stream of the Missouri from the west : the latter has, 
indeed, the longer course, brings down a greater bulk of water, and gives its own 
character to the united current ; yet it loses its name in the inferior stream. Above 
their junction, the Mississippi is a clear, placid stream, one mile and a half in 
width ; below, it is turbid, and becomes narrower, deeper, and mote rapid. 

' Between the Missouri and the sea, a distance of 1220 miles, it receives its prin- 
cipal tributaries, — the Ohio from the east„ and the Arkansas and Red river from 
the west ; and immediately below the mouth of the latter, gives off, in times of 
flood, a portion of its superfluous waters by the outlet of the Atchafalaya. It is on 
this lower part of its course, where it should, properly speaking, bear the name of 
tlie Missouri, that it often tears away the islands and projecting points, and at the 
season of high water, plunges great masses of the banks, with all their trees, into 
its current In many places it deposits immense heaps of drift-wood upon its mud- 
bars, which become as dangerous to the navigator as shoals and rocks at sea. 

Below the Atchafalaya, it discharges a portion of its waiters by the Lafourche 
and Iberville ; but the great bulk flows on in the main channel, which here has a 
south-easterly course, and, passing through the flat tract of New-Orleans, reaches 
the sea at the end of a lon^ projecting tongue of mud, deposited by the river. 
Near the Gulf of Mexico, it divides into several channels,, here called passes, with 
bars at their mouths of from 12 to 16 feet of water. The water is white and tur- 
bid, and colours those of the Gulf for the distance of several leagues. 

The river begins to rise in the early part of March, and continues to increase 
irregularly to the middle of June, generally overflowing its banks to a greater or 
less extent, although for some years these have not b^n inundated. Above the 
Missouri, the flooded bottoms are from five to eight miles wide, but below that 
point, they expand, by the recession of the river hills from the channel, to a breadth 
of from 40 to 50 miles. From the mouth of the Ohio, the whole western bank 
does not offer a single spot eligible for the site of a considerable town, and hardly 
affords a route for a road secure from overflow ; on the eastern side, there are seve- 
ral points where the hills approach the river, and aflbrd good town-sites ; but froiu 
Memphis to Vicksburg, 965 miles, the whole tract consists of low grounds, subject 
to be inundated to the depth of several feet ; and below Baton Rouge, where the 
line of upland wholly leaves the river, and passes off to the east, there is no place 
practicable for settlement beyond the river border, which is higher than the marshy 
tract in its rear. 

The Mississippi is obstructed by planters, sawyers, and wooden islands, which 
are frequently the cause of injury, and even destruction, to the boats which navi- 
gate it Planters are large bodies of trees firmly fixed by their roots in the bottom 
of the river, in a perpendicular manner, and appearing no more than about one 
fix>t above the sur&ce of the water, when at its medium height So firmly are 



they rooted, that the largest boats running against them will not move them ; but, 
on the contrary, thev materially injure the boats. Sawyers are likewise large 
bodies of trees, fixed less perpendicularly in the river, and rather of a less size, 
yielding to the pressure of the current, disappearing and appearing at intervals, 
and having a motion similar to the saw of a saw-mill, from which they have taken 
their name. These obstructions to the navigation have been partially removed by 
the enterprising captain Shreve, and his snag-boat, in the employment of the gen- 
eral government ; and a great portion of the trees that form them have been cut 
away from its banks. Wooden islands are places, where, by some cause or other, 
large quantities of drifl-wood have been arrested and matted together in dififerent 
parts of the river. Formerly, all these various impediments were the cause of 
heavy losses to the mentbiiit, and danger to the traveller ; but since the introduc- 
tion of steamboats, and ike improvement of the channel to which we have just al- 
luded, iccidants of this nature are not of such frequent occurrence. 

^e Mississippi and its mighty tributaries, which form so striking a natural fea- 
ture of this region, give to^e mode of travelling and transportion in general, a 
peculiar cast, and have created a peculiar class of men, called boatmen. Craft of 
all descriptions are found on these waters There are the rude, shapeless masses, 
that denote the infancy of navigation, and the powerful and magnificent steamboat 
which marks its per^tion; together with all the intermediate forms between 
these extremes. The most inartificial of all water-crafl is the ark, or Kentucky 
flat, a huge frame of square timbers, with a root^ It is in shape a parallelogram, 
and lies upon the water like a log; it hardly feels the oar, and trusts for motion 
mainly to the current It is 15 feet wide, from 50 to 80 feet long, and carries 
from 200 to 400 barrels. These arks are often filled with the goods and families 
of emigrants, and carry even the carriages and domestic animals. They are also 
used for shops of various kinds of goods, which are sold at the different towns; and 
some of them are fitted up as the work-shops of artificers. Sometimes, also, they 
are used as museums of wax-figures, and other raree-shows, or for travelling libraries. 

There are also keel-boats and barges, which are light and well built; skifis, that 
will carry from two persons to five tons; "dug-outs," or pirogues, made of hollow- 
ed logs, — and other vessels, for which language has no name, and the sea no par- 
allel. There are a few small boats, that are moved by a crank turned by a single 
man: these are on the principle of steamboat paddles. Since the use of steamboats, 
numbers of the other craft have disappeared, and the number of river boatmen has 
been diminished by many thousands. The first steamboat on these waters was 
built at Pittsburgh, in 1811 ; since that time, in a period of 25 years, about 600 
have been built at different places, some of which are from 400 to 500 tone bur- 
then ; but the greater number are from 90 to 150, 200, and 300 tons ; there an>,at 
present not far from 300 steamboats on the Mississippi and its tributaries, making 
an aggrenrate of about 60,000 tons. 

The Mississippi is at all times navigable, except when obstructed by ice, by 
steamboats drawing three feet water, as far up as Prairie du Chien; and frequently 
they run up to the Falls of St Anthony, a distance of 800 miles above St Louis. 
There are only two permanent obstructions to the easy navigation of this river, 
except at very low water, throughout this whole distance; and they occur opposite 
to different points in Illinois. The first is the Des Moines rapids, beginning a few 
miles above the outlet of the river of that name, and extendin^'up about 14 miles, 
to a point nearly opposite the town of Commerce. In this distance there is a fall 
of 25 feet ; but the current is never too rapid for boats to stein it, and there is sel- 
dom less than three feet of depth in the channel. When the water gets very low, 
it is the practice to unload the steamboats, pass them light over the rapids, and take 
the freight over in keel-boats of less draught These boats, when ascending, are! 
towed up along the western shore by horses moving along the natural beach. This 
rapid is a source of great annoyance, expense, and delay ; and yet it is susceptible 
of being so easily improved, as to make it matter of surprise that it has not already 
been done. 

The second obstruction is the Rock Island rapids, very similar in character to 
those bebw. They commence at Rock Island, just above the mouth of Rock river. 
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and extend eighteen miles np the MississippL The navigation of these rapids is 
about to be improved by the general government, for which purpose an appropria- 
tion was made at the last session of Congress. 

The principal tributaries of the Mississippi within the state of Illinbis, are Rock, 
Illinois, Kaskaskia, and Big Muddy rivers. About one hundred miles below the 
northern boundary of the state, and in 41° SO* north latitude. Rock river enters the 
Mississippi. It is a beautiful limpid stream, with a course of near 400 miles, and 
is celebrated for the purity of its waters, the excellence of its fish, and the fertility 
of the lands on its banks. At a distance of from fitly to seventy miles lower down, 
Edwards, Pope's, and Henderson's rivers enter : these flow through fertile prairie- 
lands in the northern part of the Military Bounty lVact,'and, though unavaiUble 
for the purposes of navigation, furnish fine mill-seats. 

In latitude 39° comes in the Dlinois from the north— a, noble, broad, and deep 
stream, 400 yards wide at its mouth ; having a course, includinfi^ its head tnhnta- 
ries, of 450 miles, and being navigable for a great distance. It is the moit con^ 
siderabie tributary of the Mississippi above the Missoun. 

Nearly in 38°, and almost 500 miles below the norUi line of the state, following 
the windings of the Mississippi, the Kaskaskia river enters. It runs through a 
fertile and beautiful country, is 150 yards wide at the mouth, and has a course of 
nearly 800 miles in length. 

Upwards of forty miles lower down the stream of the Mississippi, thaBig Muddy 
comes in from the north. It is a considerable river, flowing through 120 miles of 
country, and remarkable for having on its shores fine coal-banks. 

At 37° north latitude, comes in the magnificent Ohia It is by far the largest 
eastern tributary of the MississippL At the junction, and for 100 miles above, it is 
as wide as the parent stream. 

The importance of a good town-eite at the union of these migh^ streams, has 
for many years excited the attention of the enterprizing. It is a reature in the I 
rivers of the western country, with few exceptions, that at and near their junction i 
the land is alluvion, of a recent formation, and, at the high annual floods, usually I 
inundated to the depth of several feet This is the case, particularly, at the mouth I 
of the CNiia For twelve miles along that river above its mouth, and a farther | 
distance along the Mississippi, and across the point to Cash river, the country is 
subject to annual inundationa Had the Author of Nature formed here an elevated 
situation, nothing could have prevented this spot from becoming the central com- 
mercial emporium of the great western valley. The immense trade of the Ohio 
and Mississippi, at some future day, will warrant the expense of forming an artifi- 
cial site at this point for a commercial town. The termination of the great central 
raiioroad through the state of Illinois will greatly facilitate this object, and, with 
the commerce of these great rivers, build up a splendid city. In due time, art, 
enterprize, and perseverance, will triumph over nature at this place, and a lar^ 
commercial city will no doubt exist where now the waters of the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi occasionally spread. 

Rock River is one of the most dear and beautiful tributaries of the MississippL 
It has its source in Wisconsin Territory, a little to the north of latitude 43° 30', 
immediately south-west of Winnebago lake, and about i:^ miles, by the meanders 
of the stream, beyond the northern roundary of the state. Its general direction is 
south-west, and it enters the Mississippi not far from the commencement of the 
Military Bounty Lands, after a course of about 300 miles. It is said to be naviga- 
ble for upwards of 200 miles ; and receives in its course, about 170 miles fiiom its 
mouth, its most important tributary, the Pekatonica river ; down which stream, one 
individual, some three or four seasons since, shipped nine flat-boats containing 
about 1,200,000 lbs. of lead. 

A little above the mouth of this stream, in the Mississippi, is the beautiful 
island, called from the name of the river, on which is a military station of the 
United States, presenting one of the finest prospects on the whole range <^ the 
MississippL 

The country towards the head of Rock river is made up alternately of swamps 
and quagmires, ridges of sand and scrubby oaks, with tracts of rich, dry, undu- 






latinff Und& The Terre Trerafalant, or trembling lands, is in this region, and is 
90 called ihun the shaking of the surfkce, while crossing over it The militia of 
Illinois suffered much, in passing their horses through this country, in 1832, while 
pursuing the army of Black Hawk. Much of the country through which this river 
: tfews in Illinois is prairie. About the mouth of Turtle and Sycamore creeks arc 
' large bodies of timber. It generally passes along a channel of lime and sand- 
stooe rock, and has several rapids of some extent l£at injure the navigation at low 
water. The first is three or four miles above its mouth, the second, twelve or fif> 
teen miles below Dizonville : the next is just below the Pefaitonica river. These will 
ail furnish a great amount of water-power, applicable lor manufacturing purposes. 

The country generally, alon^ Rock river north to the boundary line, is amon^ 
the most desirable in Illinois. It is beautifully undulatmg. The soil is rich and 
I fertile ; but the timber is rather deficient This, however, will not prevent it fix)m 
' becoming an extensive agricultural region. 

The Kaskaskia river is a considerable stream, and is navigable, in those portions 
! of the year when the water is high, to Vandalia, 150 miles from its mouth ; and 
was ascended by a steamboat last spring to Carlyle, 100 miles from the Mississippi. 
I It rises in Champaign county, aud, aner a south-west course of about 300 miles, 
enters the Mississippi, six miles below the town of Kaskaskia. Its banks, and 
' thoHe of its tributaries, are generally fertile, and contain some rich and flourishing 
; settlements. The country is mostly undulating, and is well adapted to the cultiva- 
tion of com, wheat, rye, oats, and tobacca Cotton is sometimes raised on its 
banks, in the lower part of its course. 

! I'he Kaskaskia is about 150 yards wide at its mouth. The left bank is high, 
; and aflbnls a fine situation for a town ; but in many places the shores are low and 
[ subject to inundation, which is a fruitful source of disease. 

The legislature, in its system of internal improvements, appropriated $|50,000 

' to improve tlie navigation of Kaskaskia river. The chief obstructions are logs and 

sand-banks, and short bends. I'he chief tributaries of the Kaskaskia are the Hur- 

j ricane. Crooked, Prairie, Long, Silver, and Shoal creeks. Its lower course is known 

to the French people by tlie name of the Okau. 

The Big Muddy river (Riviere au Vase ou Vaseux), discovered and named by 
the French, is a considerable stream in the south-western part of the state. It 
rises in Jefferson county, between the waters of the Little Wabash and Kaskaskia 
rivers, and, after a south and south-western course of about 120 miles through Jef- 
! ferson, Franklin, Jackson, and Union counties, flows into the Mississippi, about 25 
I miles below tlie Kaskaskia river, and 8 miles below the Grand Tower; being fed 
by several considerable branches, the chief of which are, Little Muddy river, 
licaucoup creek, and Middle Fork or Racoon creek. It is rendered bcMitable for 
40 or 50 miles through a fine grazing and agricultural country. Its blu^ gene- 
rally are abrupt The land alon? its borders and branches is undulating, and for 
most of its length well timbered. Valuable salines exist on its banl^ and are 
worked about Brownsville, where there is an inexhaustible bed of bituminous cool. 
Native copper has been found on its banks, in detached masses. 

The Ohio river, which constitutes the southern boundary of the state of Illinois, 
commences at Pittsburg, where it is formed by the junction of the Alleghany and 
Monongahela. 

This stream, from the beauty of the country on its banks, early obtained fh>m 
the French traders the name of La Belle Riviere, or beautiiful river. From its 
commencement it aflS)rds most delightful prospects; rivers, of romantic and beauti- 
ful character, come in almost at equal distances as lateral canals. Its bottoms are 
of extraordinary depth and fertility, generally high and dry, and for the most part 
healthy. Between Pittsburg and tlie mouth, it is diversified with 100 considerable 
islands. Some of these are of exquisite beauty, and afford most lovely situations 
for retired farms. The passages between them, and the sand-bars at their heads, 
are among the difficulties of the navigation of this river. 

The Ohio at Pittsburg is 600 yards wide, at Cincinnati a little more, and below 
the Cumberland its average breadth is 1000 yard& It is bounded in its whole 
coarse by bluffi, sometimes towering sublimely from the shores of the river, and I 
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sometimes receding two or three miles. The rapidity of its current is founds ac- 
cording to the different stages of the water, to vary between one and three miles. 
In the lowest stages of the water in autumn, a floating substance would probably 
not advance a mile an hour. It is subject to extreme elevations and depressiona 
The average range between Iiigh and low water, is fifty feet Its lowest stage is 
in September, and its highest in March ; but it is subject to sudden and very con- 
siderable rises through tho year. It has been known to rise twelve feet in a night 
When these sudden elevations take place, at the breaking up of the ice, a scene 
of desolation sometimes occurs : boats, and every thing in its course, are carried 
away by the accumulated power of the ice and the water. 

The elevation of the river at Pittsburgh is 678 feet, and that o'f low water, at its 
confluence with the Mississippi, 288 feet in 949 miles, the length of the interme- 
diate channel making an average descent of a little over five inches in a mile. 
Since the Louisville and Portland canal has been completed, steamboats of small 
draft can descend at all times from Pittsburgh to the Mississippi Flat and keel 
boats descend the river at all seasons, but in periods of low water with frequent 
grounding on the sand-bars, and the necessity of often unloading to ^t the boat off. 

From we mouth of the Wabash to its confluence with the MississipfN, a distance 
of nearly 200 miles, the right bank of the Ohio forms the southern boundary of the 
state of Illinois. In this distance, its banks are generally low and subject to inun- 
dations ; but they .are very fertile. 

These inundations, as on the Mississippi, are occasionally sources of disease, and 
in many cases impediments to improvement There are, however, some elevated 
situations which afford good town-sites, and which must become places of conside- 
rable importance. It is much to be regretted, that at the confluence of the Ohio 
and Mississippi there is an extensive recently formed alluvion, which is annually 
inundated, and which cannot, without immense expense, be mode an eligible 
town-site. At the mouth of the Wabash, the land is similarly situated. Below 
this, no stream of any considerable sise empties into the Ohio within this state, j 
The largest are Cash river, and Saline and uig Bay creeks. 

The Saline creek is the largest tribatary of the Ohio within the limits of the 
state. It enters that river a few miles below Shawneetown, after a course of about 
75 miles ; and is formed of the North, Middle, and South Forks. The salines, or 
salt spring firom which the stream takes its name, are in the vicinity of the town 
of Equality, and are sources of wealth to the country, furnishing larg^e quantities 
of salt lor home consumption. To Equality, 20 miles from the Ohio, the Saline is 
navigable for steamboats of a small class. This stream and its branches water 
the counties of Gallatin, White, Hamilton, Franklin, and Johnson. 

The Wabash river rises in the northern part of Indiana, and running firrt a 
south-west and then a south coarse, empties into the Ohio nearly 200 miles above 
its confluence with the Mississippi. It is a beautiful stream about 600 miles in 
length, with but one considerable fall or rapid, which is near the junction of White 
river, below Vincennes. In low water, it obstructs the navigation very considera- 
bly. An act was passed in 1819, to raise fqnds for the purpose of improving the 
navigation at this place, by means of a canaL For more than 200 miles, the Wa- 
bash forms the eastern boundary of the state. The character of the lands border- 
ing on it is similar to that on the Ohio and Mississippi, although the alluvions of 
the Wabash are more extensive, and the inundations more formidable. The bot- 
toms of the Wabash are an intermixture of prairie and woodland. The principal 
tributaries of the Wabash, in this state, are the Big and Little Vermillion, Embar- 
ras, and Little Wabash rivers. As a navigable channel, the Wabash is a most 
important stream : its course seems to be almost artificially drawn to form a part 
of the line of commercial connexion between the Minissippi river and Lake Erie, 
by the most direct route. 

The chief branches of this river in the state of Illinois, are the Embarras and 
the Little Wabash. The Embarras rises in Champaign county : it runs at first 
south, and then south-east; and, after a course of about 140 miles, enters the Wa- 
bash about six miles below Vincennes. The country on the Embarras is of various 
qualities, though there is much good land. Towards its head the prairie greaUy 



predominates, the timber being in groves, and in narrow strips along its banks. It 
soon widens to an extent of from two to six miles, and in the lower part of its 
course, frequently from eight to ten miles. Generally the prairies through which 
it flows are second-rate for more than half its length from its mouth. Its bottoms 
are inundated in very high floods. The main stream and its branches aflS)rd many 
good mill-seats. 

The Little Wabtuh river rises in the krge prairies tpwat^ the head-waters of 
the Kaskaskia, and, running south, enters the Wabash in the north-east comer of 
Gallatin county. It is about 110 miles in a direct line from its heads to its mouth, 
though' about 150 miles, to follow its meanderinga. It k navigable for flat-boats 
and small craft, at a full stage of water; about forty of tha former leaving it annu- 
ally, from Wayne and White counties, with beef, pork, corn, cattle, and some to- 
bacco, for the New-Orleans market The timber upon the banks of the Little 
Wabash is mostly heavy, and of a good quality, and is several miles in width. The 
country adjoining is fertile, but the bottoms are subject to inundation at high floods. 
Several valuable mills have been erected on this stream, in White county. 

The lUinois, which gives name to the state, may be considered the most impor- 
tant river, whose whole course is in it It is formed by the junction of the Kanka- 
kee and Des Plainos rivers, near the towns of Dresden anci Kankakee. Thence 
it flows nearly a west course, until a short distance above Hennepin: here it 
curves to the south, and then to the south-west Passing Peoria, Pekin, Havanna, 
and Beardstown, it reaches Naples. Hence to its mouth, its course is mostly due 
south. It enters the Mississippi 20 miles above the Missouri. At high floods the 
river overflows its banks, and covers its bottoms for a considerable extent The 
MissiE«ippi, at extreme- high water, backs up the Illinois about seventy miles to the 
mouth of the Mauvaiseterre creek. . 

The commerce of the river is extensive, and increasing with a rapidity known 
only to the rich agricultural regions of the Western States. Several steamboats 
are constantly employed in its trade, and many others make occasional trips: 
about thirty-flve different boats passed and landed at Beardstown in 1830, making 
' tijc arrivals and departures 450. The year 1828 was the commencement of steam 
navigation on this river. 

Forty miles below the junction of the Kankakee and Des Plaines, the Illinois 
r«!ceives the Fox river ftom the north. Both above and below the mouth of this 
stream, there is a succession of rapids in the Illinois, with intervals of deep and 
smooth water. From the month of Fox river to the foot of the rapids is nine 
miles, the descent, in all, eight feet; the rock soft sandstone mixed with gravel and 
shelly limestone. Nine miles above Fox river, the grand rapids commence, and 
extend ten or twelve miles. They are formed by ledges of rocks in the river and 
rocky islands. The whole descent from the surface of Lake Michig-an at Chicago 
to tlie foot of the rapids, a distance of 9^ miles, is 141-jy^ feet 

At the foot of the rapids the Vermillion river enters the Illinois from the south, 
by a mouth of about flHiy yards wide : it is an excellent mill-stream, and runs 
through extensive beds of bituminous coal. About 60 miles down the Illinois 
from the termination of the rapids, commences Peoria Lake, an expansion of the 
river, and about twenty miles in length by two in width. Such are the depth and 
regularity of the bottom, that it has no perceptible current whatever. Its waters 
are very transparent, its margin exhibits a beautiful scenery, and its surface is fi-e- 
quently covered with innumerable flocks of pelicans, swans, geese, and ducks. It 
also abounds with every variety of fish to be found in any of the western waters.' 

A few miles below Lake Peoria^ the Mackinaw river comes into the Illinois on 
the east side from the south : it is about 100 miles in length, and is beatable a con- 
siderable distance. It rises in the prairie, near the eastern part of M'Lean 
county ; and, running south-westwardly through Tazewell county, enters the Illi- 
nois about three miles below Pekin. About twenty-five miles below, and directly 
opposite the town of Havanna, the Spoon river enters the Illinois from the west : 
it is a beautiful stream, the most considerable of those which water the interior 
of the Military Bounty Tract It is navigable only a short distancew It has a 
course of about 140 miles. 



About eifffat miles above Beardatown the Suigamoa river enten the lilinoii from 
the east It is one of the most prominent bnoches of the Illinois, and has a 
coarse of aboat 180 miles, with a boat navigation of 120 or 130 milcfc From its 
position, and the excellence of its lands, it is one of the ninet important streams 
of the state. Crooked creek, next to Spoon river, is the most considerable strea as 
that waters the Military Bounty Tract. From its volume and length of course, I 
it deserves the name of river, but b mostly designated by the interior title. It I 
enters from the west, a few miles below Beaidstown, and has a course of about 
100 miles. 

Below Crooked creeic, and on the east side of the river, are Indian, Mauvaise- 
terre, and Sandy creeks in Morgan, and Apple and Macoupin creeks in Greene 
county : these are all beautiful streams, and meander through some of the best 
populated and fertile tracts of country in the state. M*Kee*s creek, emptying on 
the west side, is the lowest of the tributaries of the Dlinois of any note tliat waters 
the Military Bounty Tract : the land on this creek and its branches is excellent, 
and well proportioned into timber and prairie, which is gently undulating, and 
rich. The settlements are already large, and increasing from emigration. 

In the Illinois river there are but few sand-bars and impediments of any conse- 
quence until we reach the Starved Rock, about one mile above the town of Utica. 
Here we meet with the first permanent obstruction, being a ledgo of sandstone ! 
rocks immediately at the foot of the lower rapids, and extending entirely acrostj 
the bed of the nver.* Thb point is 210 miles by the course of the Ulinois from 
the Mississippi The town of' Utica may thereftnre be justly considered as the 
h^id of steamboat navigation of the Illinois river, although steamers at high 
water frequently ascend nine miles fiirther to Ottawa. The sum of 100,000 dol- 
lars has been appropriated by the legislature of the state to improve the navigation 
of the Illinois, which may be made good at all stages of the water. 

For a great distance above its mouth, the river ia almost as straight as a canaL 
It has in sunmier scarcely a perceptible current; and the waters, tboujg^h transpa- 
rent, have a marshy taste, to a degree to be almost unpotable. The river is wide 
and deep, and, for the greater part of its width, is filled with aquatic weeds, to 
such a degree that no person could swim among them. Only a few yards width, 
in the centre of the stream, is free from them. It enters the Mississippi, through 
a deep forest, by a mouth 400 yards wide. Perhaps no river of the Western 
Country has so fine a beatable navigation fbr the same distance, or waters a richer 
and more luxuriant tract of country. 

On the banks of this river the first French emigrant^ from Canada settled them- 
selves ; and here was the scenery on which they founded their extravaganl pane- 
gyrics upon the Western Country. 

By the Chicago and Illinois Canal, now in progress, the waters of this stream 
will be united to those of Lake Michigan, and will form one of the most important 
links in the chain of internal navigable waters of the United States. Nature 
seems to have accomplished a great share of the necessary labour to efi^t at this 
grand improvement I'he canal distance fix>m the foot of the rapids to Lake 
Michigan will be near 100 miles. 

The principal tributaries of the Illinois river are the Kankakee, Des Plaines, 
Fox, Spoon, and Sangamon rivers. These are all considerable streams, and are, 
afler the Illinois, Kaskaskia, and Rock river, the most important in the state. 

The Kankakee, or Thcakikit is the eastern head branch of the Illinois. It rises 
in the north-east part of the state of Indiana, two or three- miles from the south 
bend of St Joseph's river, from whence running in a westerly and north-westerly 
direction through the north-eastern part of Illinois, it unites with the Des Plaines 
and forms the Illinois, forty miles above the mouth of Fox river. The Kankakee 
has a course of about 150 miles, and is upwards of 200 yards wide at its mouth. 
The prairie country through which it passes is generally of good soil. This river 
was discovered at an early period by the French, and was one of the principal 
routes used by them in passing to the Mississippi Navigation for small craft can bo 
eflfected, in high sta^res of the water, from the St Joseph's river into the Kankakee. 
The latter, for the first fifty miles of its course, flows through an extensive swamp. | 






The De$ Plaines river is the northern head branch of the IHinois. It rises in 
Wisconsin Territory, a few miles west of the town of Racine, on Lake Michigan, 
and flowing through the north part of the state, it joins the Kankakee at the bound- 
ary line between La Salle and Will counties, where they form the Illinois river. 
The Des Plaines, in its course of 150 miles, runs generally over a bed of limestone. 
The country along its borders is popolating rapidly, notwithrtandiiiy the apparent 
deficiency of timter. About forty-two miles above the month of this stream is a 
swamp connecting it with the Chicago river, through which boats of some burden 
have often been navi^ted into Lake Michigan. This route was used by the 
traders as a medium ot communication between the great lakes and the Mississippi, 
from the first discovery of the country by Europeans ;— this circumstance nrst 
suggested the idea of an artificial connexion by means of a canal at this point In 
the bed of the Des Plaines, about forty rods above its junction with the Kankakee, 
there is a fossil tree, of a very considerable size. It is a species of phytolites, and 
is embedded in a hcnrisontal position in a stratum of newer floetz sandstone, of a 
CTay colour and close grain. There are fifly-one feet six inches of the trunk visi- 
ble. It is eighteen inches in diameter. 

The Fox river is one of the principal tributaries of the Illinois, and rises in 
Wisconsin Territory, about twenty miles north-west from Milwaukee, on Lake 
Michigan. Its general direction is south, inclining to the west; and, after a course 
of about 170 miles, it enters the Illinois river at Ottawa, 219 miles from the Mis- 
sissippi. 

At the rapids, five miles above its mouth, are extensive water-privileges. Here 
the river is from 80 to 100 yards wide. The rapids are sixteen feet descent, and 
both sides of the stream will admit of mills and machinery for three-fourths of a 
mile, with inexhaustible supplies of water. This stream flows through a fine 
prairie countir, of a dark rich soil. Nearly the whole range of Pox river in Illi- 
nois is through unsurveyed land : for nearly the entire distance, it is thickly settled. 
Towns and villages are springing up as if by magic. Its chief tributaries are 
Indian, Somonauk, Rock, and Blackberry creeks. 

The Sangamon is one of the most important tributaries of the Illinois: it enters 
that river about 100 miles above its mouth, and ten miles above Beardstown. It 
rises in the attached part of Vermillion county, and heads with the Mackinaw, the 
Vermillion river of the Illinois, the Big Vermillion, and other streams. Its length 
of course is about 180 miles, and it is navigable for small steamboats, when the 
waters are high, to the junction of the north and south forks, a distance from the 
Illinois of about 75 miles ; and, at a small expense in clearing out the principal 
branches, they might be made boatable for small craft a considerable distance mr- 
ther than they have yet been navigated. In the springy of 1832, a steamboat of the 
larger class arrived within five miles of Springfield, and discharged its carga 
Arrangements are in progress for running permanently, this fall (1837), a small 
class steamboat from the towns on the Illinois to Petersburg, on the lelt bank of 
the Sangamon, and about 45 miles from its mouth. 

All the streams that enter this river have sandy and pebbly bottoms, and clear and 
transparent waters. The Sangamon bottoms have a soil of extraordinary fertility, 
and rear from their rich black mould a forest of enormous sycamore and other 
forest trees ; hufi^e overgrown masses, towering to a great height above the head of 
the passer-by. The Sangamon river and its branches flow through one of the rich- 
est and most delightful portions of the great West The beautiful and fertile 
prairies on its banks will afibrd range for thousands of cattle, for many ye^rs. 
The general aspect of the Sangamon country is level ; yet it is sufficiently undu- 
lating to permit the water to escape to the creeks. It will soon constitute one of 
the richest agricultural districts in the United States, the soil being of such a 
nature that immense crops can be raised with little agricultural labour. 

The principal branches of the Sangamon are the South Fork and Salt creek. 
The latter is a fine stream of about 90 miles in length : it heads near the main 
stream of the Sangamon, and receives in its course several considerable tributaries, 
of which the chief are Kickapoo and Salt creeks. The South Fork is about 70 



miles in length of course. It rises in Shelby county, and, flowing west and north- 
west, enters the Sangamon about seven miles east of Springfield. 

Spoon river is a considerable tributary of the Illinois, and is the largest stream 
that waters the Militaiy Bounty landa It rises in the north-eastern part c^ the 
tract, and afler a course mostly south-west, through the counties of Putnam, Peo- 
ria, Knox, and Folton, of «bout 140 miles in extent, it enters the Illinois river by 
a mouth 40 yards wide, directly opposite the town of Havanna in Tazewell county, 
and about 125 miles fifxwi the MississippL The lands on Spoon river and its 
branches are conddered anioiiy the most eligible for settlement in this section of 
the state ; being high, undulatmg, well watered, and handsomely diversified with 
prairie and timwr. Of the latter, large bodies line the banks of the river and its 
tributaries. They also furnish many excellent mill-seats. This stream can be 
navigated for onlv a few miles ; but, at a trifling expenn in clearing out the trees 
and rafts of timber, it might be made navis^able for one-half of the year to the 
Forks. These, which are the principal head branches of Spoon river, are oilled 
the East and West Forks, and constitute, with the South Fork, the chief tributa- 
ries of this stream. 

The East Fork rises in the western part of Putnam county, and, after a course 
of between 40 and 50 miles, is joined by the West Fork. There is much excellent 
land on this'fork and its branches; prairie predominates, but it is generally dry and 
rich, with groves and points of timber, and many fine springs. 

The West Fork rises in the south-east part of Henry county, runs a south-east- 
erlv course, and unites with the East Fork near the boundary line between Putnam 
and Peoria counties. The country adjoining is similar to that on the East Fork, 
except that the surface is more undulating. The timber is good, and in consider- 
able bodies. Near the junction of these streams is much excellent timber, with a 
strip of fertile prairie between. Here is a considerable settlement, called Essex's 
Settlement, containing a grist and saw-mill, and a post-office. 

The South Fork rises in Warren county, near the head of Ellison creek, runs a 
south-easterly course, and unites with the main stream about 50 miles from the 
Illinois river. Some of the best land in the state lies on this stream. This is 
frequently called the West Fork. 

MINERALS. 

Coal, salt, lime, lead, iron, and copper, are among the known mineral productions 
of Illinois; but the soil has not yet been much explored for its hidden treasures. 
Coal, secondary limestone, and sandstone, exist in almost every quarter. 

Ijead is found in the north-western part of the state in vast quantities : the lead 
diggings extend from the Wisconsin to the vicinity of Rock river, and on both 
sides of the Mississippi. The Indians and French had been long accustomed to 
procure small quantities of the ore, but it was not until 1822 that the process of 
separating the metal was begun to be carried on. Since that time, up to the end 
of 1835, 70,420,357 pounds of lead have been made here, and upwards of 13,000,000 
pounds have been smelted in one year ; but the business having been overdone, the 
product has since been much less. In 1833, it was 7,941,792 pounds ; in 1834, 
7,971,579 ; and in 1835, only 3,754,290. This statement includes the produq^ of 
Wisconsin Territory, as well as of Illinois. The rent accruing to government for 
the same period, is a fraction short of 6,000,000 pounda Formerly, Uie government 
received ten per cent in lead for rents. Now it is six per ceat' 

A part of the mineral land in the Wisconsin Territory hw ilieea surveyed and 
brought into market, which will add greatly to the stability and prosperity of the 
mining business. It is expected that the mineral lands in Illinois will soon be in 
market 

Iron ore has been found in the southern parts of the state, and is said to exist in 
considerable quantities in the northern parts. 

Native copper, in large quantities, exists in the northern part of the state, espe- 
cially at the mouth of Plum creek, and on the Pekatonica. It is also found in 
small quantities on Muddy river, in Jackson county, and back of Harrisonville, in 
iEBSssssisa^sasiaasBBSBssssaassBBasasaBassBSBiBi^^ 
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I the Uafi of Monroe ooonty. A shaft was sunk 40 feet deep in 1817, in search of 

I this metal, bat without success. 

" Silver is supposed to exist in St Clair county, two miles from Rock Spring, 
whence Silver creek derives its name. In the early times, by the French^ a shaft 
was sunk here, and tradition tells of large quantities of the precious metal being 
obtained. In the southern part ef^the snte, several sections of land have been re- 
served firom sale, on account of tber silver ore they are supposed to contain. Mar- 
ble of a fine quality is ibund ia Randolph county. Crystallized gypsum has been 
found in small quantities in 9t Clair county. Quartz oiystahi exist in Gallatin 
county. 

Bituminous coal aboands in this state, and may be fimnd in nearly every county. 
It is frequently perceived without excavation in the ravines and at the points of 
bluflb. vast beds of this mineral exist in the blufis adjacent to the American Botp 
torn in St Clair county, of which large quantities are annually transported to St 
Louis for fuel A rail-road is now constructing by a private company, from the 
bluffi to the ferry, six miles, for the purpose of transporting coal to St Louis. 

A large vein of coa], several feet thick, and apparently exhausUess, has been 
struck in excavating the Illinois and Michigan canal, a few miles below Ottawa. 
A bed of anthracite coiJ, it is said, has been discovered on Muddy river in Jackson 
county. 

Muriate of soda, or common salt, has been found in various jparts of the state, 
held in solution in the springs. The manufacture of salt by boiling and evapora- 
tion is carried on in Gallatin county, 12 miles west-north-west from Shaynieetown ; 
in Jackson county, near Brownsville ; and in Vermillion county, near Danville. 
The springs and land are owned by the state, and the works leased. A coarse 
freestone, much used in building, is dug from quarries near Alton, on the Missis- 
sippi, where large bodies exist 

Medicinal waters are found in different parts of the state. These are chiefly 
sulphur springs and chalybeate waters. There is said to be one well in the south- 
ern part of the state strongly impregnated with the sulphate of maenesia, or Epsom 
salts, from which considerable quantities have been made tor sale, oy simply evapo- 
rating the water, in a kettle, over a common Are. There are several sulphur 
springs in Jeflferson county, to which persons resort for health. 

ANIMALa 

There are several kinds of wild animals in the state of Illinois : of these, the 
principal and most numerous are deer, wolves, raccoons, opossums, &c. Several 
species formerly common have become scarce, and are constantly retreating before 
the march of civilization ; and some are no lonfi^er to be found. The bumilo has 
entirely left the limits of the stale, and indeed all the settled parts of the Western 
Country, and is now found only on the head-waters of the Mississippi and its tribu- 
taries, and on the vast prairies west of the Missouri river. This animal once 
roamed at large over the plains of Illinois ; and, so late as the commencement of 
the present century, was found in considerable numbers; and traces of them are 
still remaining in the bufialo paths, which are to be seen in several parts of the 
state. These are well-beaten tracks, leading generally from the prairies in th^ 
interior of the state to the margins of the large rivers, showing the course of their 
migrations as they changed their pastures periodically, from'^e low midMky allu- 
vion, to the drv upland plains. Their paths are narrow, and remarkably direct, 
showing that the animals travelled in single file through the woods, and pursued 
the most direct course to their places of destination. 

Deer are more abundant than at the first settlement of the country. They in- 
crease, to a certain extent, with the population. The reason of this appears to be, 
that they find protection in the neighbourhood of man from Xhe beasts of prey that 
assail them in the wilderness, and from whose attacks their young particularly can 
with difBculty escape. They suffer most ftx)m the wolves, who hunt in packs, like 
hounds, and who seldom give up the chase until the deer is taken. 
1^ Immense numbers of deer are killed^very year by the hunters, who take them 



for the hams and skins alone, throwing away the rest of the carcase. Venison 
haras and hides are important articles of export Fresh hams usually sell at from 
75 cents to $1.50 a pair, and when properly cured, are a delicious article of food. 

There are several ways of hunting deer, all of which are equally simple. Most 
generally the hunter proceeds to the woods on horseback, in the day-time, select- 
ing particularly certain hours which are titougfafc to be most favourable. It is said, 
that during the season when the pastures are green, thi^ animal rises fhxn its lair 
precisely at the rising of the moon, whether in the day or night; such is the nni- 
ibrm testimony of experienced hunters. If it \m tree, it is <»rtainly a curious dis- 
play of animal instinct This hour, therefin^ is alwajrs kept in view by the hun- 
ter, as he rides slowly through the forest with his rifle on his shoulder, while his 
keen eye penetrates the surrounding shades. On beholding a deer, the hunter 
slides from his horse, and while the deer is observing the latter, creeps upon him, 
keeping the largest trees between himself and the object of pursuit, until he gets 
near enough to Ire. An expert woodsman seldom fails to hit his game. 

Another mode is, to watch at night, in the neighbourhood of the «Lit-lick& These 
are spots where the earth is impregnated with saline partieles, or where the salt- 
water oozes through the soil. I^r and other graziqg animals frequent such 
places, and remain for hours licking the earth. The hunter secretes himself here, 
either in the thick top of a tree, or, most generally, in a screen erected fbr the 
purpoBe, and artfully coacealed, like a mask^ battery, with logs or green boughs. 
This practice is pursued only in the summer, or early in the autumn, in cloudless 
nights, when the moon shines brilliantly, and objects may be readily discovered. 
At the rising of the moon, or shortly after, the deer, having risen from their beds, 
approach the lick. Such places are generally bare of timber, but surrounded by 
it, and as the animal is about to emerge from the shade into the clear moonlight, 
he stops, looks cautiously around, and snufl& the air. Then he advances a few 
steps, and stops again, smells the ground, or raises his expanded nostrils, as if he 
* snuffed the approach of danger in ever^ tainted breeze.' The hunter sits motion- 
lesB, and almost breathless, waiting until the animal shall get within rifle-shot, and 
untU its position in relation .to the hunter and the light, shall be favourable, when 
he fires with an unerring aim. A few deer only can be thus killed in one nigh I, 
and after a few nights these timorous animals are driven firom the haunts which 
are thus disturbed. 

Many of the frontier pec^le dress deer-skins, and make them into pantaloons 
and hunting-shirts. These articles are indispensable to all who have occasion to 
travel in viewing land, or for any other purpose, beyond the settlements, as cloth 
garments, in the shrubs and vines, would soon be in strings. 

It is a novel and pleasant sight to a stranger, to see the deer in flocks of eight, 
ten, or fifteen in number, feeding on the grass of the prairies, or bounding away 
at the siffht of a traveller. 

The elk has disappeared. A few have been seen in late years, and some taken ; 
but it is not known that any remain at this time, within the limits of the state. 

The bear is seldom seen. This animal inhabits those parts of the country that 
are thickly wooded, and delights particularly in the cane-orakes, where it feeds in 
the winter on the tender shoots oi the young cane. The meat is tender and finely 
fhCvoured, and is esteemed a great delicacy. 

Wolves are numerous in most parts of the state. There are two kipds — the 
commoflii^ black wolf, and the prairie wolf. The former is a large fierce animal, 
and y#y destructive to sheep, pigs, calves, poultry, and even young colts. They 
hunf in packs, and after using every stratagem to circumvent Ibeir prey, attack it 
with remarkable ferocity. like the Indian, they always endeavour to surprise 
their victim, and strike the mortal blow without exposing themselves to danger. 
They seldom attack man, except when asleep or wounded. The laigest animals, 
when wounded, entangled, or otherwise disabled, become their prey ; but in gene- 
ral they only attack such as are incapable of resistance. Their most common prey 
is the deer, which they hunt re^larly; but all defenceless animals are alike ac- 
ceptable to their ravenous appetites. When tempted by hunger they approach the 
fiirm-houses in the night, and snatch their prey from under the very eye of the 
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fanner; and when the latter is absent with bis dogs, the wolf is sometimes seen 
by the females luriung about in mid-day, as if aware of the unprotected state of 
the family. 

The smell of burning assafoetida has a remarkable effect upon this animal If a 
fire be made in the woods, and a portion of this drug thrown into it, so as to satu- 
rate the atmosphere with the odour, the wolves, if any are within reach of the 
scent, immediately assemble around, howling in tlie most mournful manner ; and 
such is the remarkable ftscination under which they seem to labour, that they will 
often suflfer themselves to be shot down rather than leave the spot 

The prairie wolf is a smaller species, but little larger than a fox, and takes its 
name from its habit of residi^ entirely upon the open plain& Even when himted 
with dogs, it will make circuit after circuit round the prairie, carefully avoiding 
the forest, or only dashing into it occasionally when hard pressed, and then return- 
ing to the plain. In size and appearance this animal is midway between the wolf 
and the fox, and in colour it resembles the latter, being of a very light red. It 
preys upon poultry, rabbits, young pigs, calves, &c. The most friendly relations 
subsist between it and tlie common wolf, and they constantly hunt in packs to- 
gether. Nothing is more common than to see a large black wolf in company with 
several prairie wolves. 

The fox abounds in some places in great numbers, though, generally speaking, 
the animal is scarce. It will undoubtedly increase with the population. 

The panther and wild cat are occasionally found in the forests. The open coun- 
try is not well suited to their shy habits, and they are less firequently seen than in 
the neighbouring atatflfl. 

The bei^i{:er and otter were once numerous, but are now seldom seen, except on 
the frontieni ■ . ■ - 

There are no nti^ except along the large rivers, where they have landed from 
the boata 

Wild horaes are found ranging the prairies and forests in some parts of the state. 
They are amall in siset of ue Indian or Canadian breed, and very hardy. They 
are caught in pens, or with ropes haying nooses attached to them, and broken to 
the saddle and harness. The French, who monopolilze the business of catching 
and breaking these horses, make them an article of traffic ; their common price is 
from 20 to 30 dollars. They are found chiefly in the lower end of the American 
Bottom, near the junction of the Kaskaskia and Mississippi rivers, called the Point, 
They are the offspring of the horses brought there by the first settlers, and which 
were suffered to run at large. The Indians of the West have many such horses, 
which are commonly called Indian ponies. 

The gray and fox squirrels often do mischief in the corn-fields, and the hunting 
of them makes fine sport for the boys. It is a rule amongst the Kentucky rifle- 
men to shoot a squirrel only through his eyes, and that from the tops of the highest 
trees of the forest It is evidence of a bad marksman, for a hunter to hit one in 
any other part 

The gophar is a siofi^lar little animal, about the size of a squirrel It burrows 
in the ground, is seldom seen, but its works make it known. It labours during 
the night, in digging subterranean passages in tlie rich soil of the prairies, and 
throws up hillocks of fresh earth, within a few feet distance from each other, and 
from 12 to 18 inches in height They form these by removing the earth from 
their boles, by means of a pouch with which nature has furnished them on each 
side of their mouth ; a dozen of these hillocks has been seen, the production of 
one night's labour, and apparently from a single gophar. The passages are formed 
in such a labyrinth, that it is a difficult matter to find the animal by digging. 
They are very mischievous in corn and potatoe fields, and in gardens they prey 
upon all kinds of bulbous roots. Their bite is said to be poisonous. 
The polecat is very destructive to poultry. 

The raccoon and opossum are very numerous, and extremely troublesome to the 
farmer, as they not only attack his poultry, but plunder his corn-fields. They are 
hunted by boys, and large numbers of them destroyed. The skins of the raccoon 
pay well for the trouble of taking them, as the fur i6 in demand. 



Rabbits are very abundant, and in some places extremely destructive to the 
young orchards and to garden vegetables. The fence around a nursery must 
always be so close as to shut out rabbits^ and young apple-trees must be secured at 
the approach of winter, by tying straw or corn stalks around their bodies, for two 
or three feet in height, or the &rk will be stripped off by these mischievous ani- 
mala 

The ponds, lakes and rivers, during the spring and autumn, and during the mi- 
grating season of water-fowls, are literally covered with swans, pelicans, cranes, 
geese, brants, and ducksf'of all the tribes and varieties. Many of these fowls rear 
5ieir young on the islands and sand-bars of the large rivers. In the autumn, mul- 
titudes of them are killed for their quills, feathers, and flesh. 

The prairie fowl is seen in great numbers on the prairies in the summer* and 
about the corn-fields in the winter, ^his is the grouse of the New- York market 
They are easily taken in the winter, and when fat are excellent for the table. 

Partridges (the quail of New-England) are taken witii nets, in the winter, by 
hundreds in a day, and furnish no trifling item in the luxuries of the city market 

Bees are to be ^und in the trees of every forest Many of the frontier people 
make it a prominent business, after the frost has killed the vegetation, to hunt 
them for the honey and wax, both of which find a ready market Bees are profit- 
able stock for the farmer, and are kept to a considerable extent 

Poisonous reptiles are not so common as in unsettled regions of the same lati- 
tude, where the country is generally timbered. Burning the prairies 4indoubtedly 
destroys multitudes of them. 

DOMESTIC ANIMAIJ3. 

The domestic aiiimals are the same as elsewhere in the United Statea The 
wild prairies, everywhere covered with grass, invite the misiqg of ca^e. Many 
of the farmers possess large droves, and they may be moltiplied to an almost 
indefinite extent 

The neat cattle are usually inferior in size to those of the old statee^ This is 
owing entirely to bad management : the cows are not penned up in pasture-fields, 
but suffered to run at large over the commons. Hence all the calves are pre- 
served, without respect to quality, to entice cows homeward at evening. They 
are kept up through the day, and oftentimes without much pasture, and turned to 
the cows tor a few minutes at night, and then permitted to graze through the 
night over the short and withered grass around the plantation. In autumn their 
food is very scanty, and during the winter they are permitted to pick up a preca- 
rious subsistence amongst fifty or a hundred head of cattle. With such manage- 
ment, is it surprising that the steers and cows are much inferior to those of the old 
states] 

Common cows, if suffered to lose their milk in August, become sufficiently fat 
for table use by October. Farrow heifers and steers are ffood beef, and fit for the 
knife at any period after the middle of May. A cow in uie spring is worth from 
twelve to twenty dollars. Some of the best quality will sell higher. Cows, in 
general, do not produce the same amount of milk, nor of as rich a quality as in 
older statea Something is to be attributed to the nature of the pastures, and the 
warmth of the climate, but more to causes already assigned. If ever a land was 
characterized justly as *' flowing with milk and honey,*' it is Illinois and the adja^ 
cent states. From the springing of the grass till September, butter is made in 
great profusion. It sells at that season in market for about twenty cents, and in 
the interior of the state for twelve cents per pound. With proper care, it can be 
preserved with tolerable sweetness for winter's use. Late in autumn and early in 
the winter, sometimes butter is not plenty. The feed becomes dry, the cows 
range further off, and do not come up readily for milking, an'd dry up. A very 
little trouble would enable a farmer to keep three or four good cows in fifesh milk 
at the season most needed. , 

Cheese is made by many families, especially in the counties bordering on the 
Illinois river. Good cheese sells for eight and sometimes ten cents, and finds a 
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ready market The most important arrangement for the dairy businees in Illinois, 
and especially for cheese-making, is to persuade a few thousand lamilies, from the 
dairy regions of New England, to emigrate, and contmue their industrious habits 

after settling here. 

The beef of this state is the finest in the world. It bears the best inspection of 
any in the New-Orleans market By the first of June, and often by the middle of 
May, young cattle on the prairies are fit for market. They do not yield large 

Suantities of tallow, but the fat is well proportioned throughout the carcase, and 
le meat tender and delicious. Nothing is more common* than for an Illinois 
fiurmer to go among his stock, select, shoot down, and dress a fine beef, whenever 
fresh meat is needed. This is often divided out amongst the neighbours, who, in 
turn, kill and share likewise. It is common at camp and other large meetings, to 
kill a beef and three or four hogs for the subsistence of friends from a distance. 
Limits can hardly be placed Upon the amount of beef cattle that Illinois is capable 
of producing. A farmer calls himself poor, with a hundred head of horned cattle 
around him. 

But little has been done to improve the breed of horses in Illinois: common riding 
or working horses average about fifteen hands in height When the same atten- 
tion is bestowed here upon raising the finest kind of horses that is given to the 
subject by the Pennsylvania farmer, that noble animal will be raised in the great- 
est perfection. Horses are much more used here than in the eastern states, and 
uiany a farmer keeps half-a-dozen or more. Much of the travelling throughout 
the western country, both by men and women, is performed on horseback ; sod a 
large proportion of the land-carriage is by means of large wagons, with from four 
to six stout horses for a team. 

Breeding mares are profitable stock for every farmer to keep, as their annual 
expense in keeping is but trifling, their labour is always needed, and their colts, 
when grown, find a ready market Some farmers keep a stallion, and eight or ten 
brood ihares. Horses are more subject to diseases in this country than m the old 
states, which is thought to be occasioned by bad management, rather than by the 
climate. A good farm-horse can be purchased for fifty dollars. A great proportion 
of the ploughing in Illinois is performed by horse labour. 

Mules are raised in Missouri, and are also brought from the Mexican dominions 
into Illinois. They are hardy animals, grow to a good size, and are used by some 
both for labour and riding. 

Sheep generally thrive well in this country, especially in the older settlements, 
where the grass has- become short, and they are less molested by wolves. But few 
are kept. The people from the south are more accustomed to cotton for clothing, 
than to wool, which sells for fifty cents per pound. Little is said or done to 
improve the breed of sheep, or introduce the Merino or Saxony breed. 

Swine may be called a staple in the provision of Illinois. Thousands of hogs 
are raised without any expense, except a few breeders to start with, and a little 
attention to hunting them on the range, and keeping them tame. This kind of 
pork is by no means equal to that raised and fatted on com, and in a domestic way. 
It is soft, oily, and will not bear inspection at New-Orleans. It usually sells for 
three dollars per hundred. Pork that is made in a domestic way, and fatted on 
corn, will sell for from four to five dollars, according to size, quality, and the time 
when it is delivered. Witli a pasture of clover or blue grass, a well-filled corn- 
crib, a dairy, and slop-barrel, and the usual care that a New-Englander bestows on his 
pigs, pork mav be raised from the sow, fatted, and killed, and weigh from two hun- 
dred to two hundred and fifty, within twelve months, and this method of raising 
pork would be profitable. 

Few families in the west and south put up their pork in salt pickle. Their 
method is to salt it sufficiently to prepare it for smoking, and then make bacon of 
hams, shoulders, and middlings or broadsides. The price of bacon, taking the hog 
round, is about ten or twelve cents. Good hams command twelve cents in the 
market Stock hogs, weighing from sixty to one hundred pounds, alive^ usually 
sell for from two dollars to two dollars and fifty cents per head. Families consume 
much more meat in Illinois, in propoition to nurabeis, than in the old states. 
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Poaltr^ are raised in great profusion, and large numbers of fowls taken to mar- 
ket It 18 no uncommon thing for some farmers* wives to raise three or four hun- 
dred fowls, besides gBese, ducks, and turkeys, in a season. Young fowls, butter, 
and eggs, are the three articles usually mustered from every farm tor the market 
Eggs, when plenty, as at the close of winter and spring, usually sell for ten and 
twelve cents per dozen. 

PRODUCTIONS OF THE SOIL. 

This state, having a vast extent of the most fertile land, must of course luise 
with great ease all the articles to which her soil and climate are favourable, to an 
amount far beyond her consumption. All the grains, fruits, and roots of Uie tem- 
perate regions, of the earth grow luxuriantly: the wheat is of excellent quality, 
and there is no part of the Western Country where corn is raised with greater 
ease and abundance. Garden vegetables of all kinds succeed well. No country 
can exceed this, in its adaptedness for rearing the finest fruits and fruit-bearing 
shrubs. Wild fruits and berries are in many places abundant, and on some of the 
prairies the strawberries are remarkably fine. 

In most parts of the state, grape-vines, indigenous to the country, are abundant, 
yielding grapes that might advantageously be made into excellent wine. Foreign 
vines are susceptible of easy cultivation. These are cultivated to a considerable 
extent at Vevay, Switzerland county, Indiana, and at New Harmony on the Wa- 
bash. The indigenous vines are prolific, and produce excellent fruit They are 
found in every variety of soil, interwoven in every thicket in the prairies and bar- 
rens, and climbing to the tops of the very highest trees on the bottoms The 
French in early times made so much wine as to export some to France ; upon 
which the proper authorities prohibited, about the year 1774, the introduction of 
wine from Illinois, lest it might injure the sale of that staple article of the king- 
dom. , 

Plums, in the prairies of various sizes, and flavour somewhat tart, grow in great 
abundance; their colour is generally red, and their taste delicious. In some loca- 
tions, acres of these trees exhibit a surface of the colour of rubles : the quantities 
of fruit are prodigious; by some, two bushels a tree are yielded. 

Crab-apples are also very prolific, and make fine preserves with about double 
their bulk of sugar. Wild cherries are eaually productive. The persimmon is 
a delicious fruit, after the frost has destroyea its astringent properties. The black 
mulberry grows in most parts, and is used for the feeding of silk- worms with suc- 
cess. They appear to thrive and spin as well as on the Italian mulberry. The 
gooseberry, strawberry, and blackberry grow wild and in great profusion. Of nuts, 
the hickory, black walnut, and peccan, deserve notice. The last is an oblong, 
thin-shelled, delicious nut, that grows on a large tree, a species of the hickory. 
The pawpaw grows in the bottom, and rich timbered uplands, and produces a 
large, pulpy, and luscious fruit 

Of domestic fruits, the apple and peach are chiefly cultivated. Pears are tole- 
rably plentiful in the French settlements, and quinces are cultivated with success 
by some Americans. Apples are easily cultivated, and are very productive. Thev 
can be made to bear fi*uit to considerable advantage, in seven years, from the seed. 
Many varieties are of fine flavour, and sraw to a large size. Apples, the growth 
of St Clair county, have been measured that exceeded thirteen inches in circum- 
ference. Some of the early American settlers provided orchards ; and they are 
now reaping the advantages. But a large proportion of the population of the 
frontiers are content without this indispensable article in the comforts of a Yankee 
farmer. Cider is made in small quantities in the old settlements. In a few years, 
a supply of this beveraore can be had in most parts of Illinois. Peach-trees grow 
with great rapidity, and deca]f proportionably soon. From ten to fifteen years may 
be considered as the duration of this tree. The peaches are delicious, but they 
sometimes fail by being destroyed in the germ by winter frosta The bud swells 
prematurely. 

The cultivated vegetable productions in the field are Indian com, wheat, 0**^ 
barley, buckwheat, Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, turnips, rye for horsc-fued and 
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distilleries, tobacco, cotton, hemp, flax, the castor-bean, and every other production 
common to the middle states. Indian com is a staple production. No former can 
live without it, and hundreds raise little else. This is chiefly owing to the ease 
with which it is cultivated. Its average yield is fitly bushels to the acre. Often- 
times the product amounts to seventy-five bushels to the acre, and in some in- 
stances has exceeded one hundred. Corn is planted about tlie first of May. The 
whit.e and yellow flint are the Ibest adapted to the climate. When ready to gather 
in, the ears are commonly plucked off .by the hand, hauled to the vicinity of the 
crib, and the people in the settlement invited to the corn-shucking. Ordinarily 
these gatherings end in sobriety and good feelings, but occasionally (if whiskey is 
plenty) they prov« scenes of unbridled merriment. In slave-holding states, these 
annual corn-shuckings are the seasons of fim and frolic to the negro. A fat ox or 
cow, and two or three shoats, are killed, pones of corn bread smoking hot are 
brought forward, the bottle of whiskey circulates, and the woods and hills are 
made to ring with negro songs and shouts of merriment It is the real harvest- 
home of the slaves. 

Wheat yields a good and sure crop, especially in the counties bordering on the 
Illinois river, and through the northern parts of the state. It weighs upwards of 
60 pounds per bushel ; and flour from this region has preference in the New-Or- 
leans market, and passes better inspection than the same article from Ohio or Ken- 
tucky. In 1825, the weavel, for the first time, made its appearance in St. Clair 
and the adjacent counties, and has occasionally renewed its visits since. Within 
the last two seasons, some fields have been injured by the fly. 

Wheat is sowed about the middle of September; spring wheat, as soon as the 
ground can be ploughed in the spring. The harvest is about the middle of July, for 
winter wheat ; for spring wheat, in August Prairie ground is the best for this 
grain, the crop being sometimes 35 bushels ; though about 25 is the average pro- 
duct in good seasons. The average price of wheat is one dollar to one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per bushel, varying a little according to the competition of mills 
and facilities to market In many instances a single crop of wheat will pay the 
expenses of purchasing the land, fencing, breaking the prairie, seed, putting in the 
crop, harvesting, threshing, and taking it to market Wheat is now frequently 
sown on the prairie land as a first crop, and a good yield obtained. Flouring-mills 
are now 'in operation in many of the wheat-growing counties. Steam-power is 
getting into extensive use both for sawing and manufacturing flour. 

Oats have not been much raised till lately. They are very productive, often 
yielding from forty to fifty bushels on the acre, and usually sell at from twenty to 
thirty cents the bushel. The demand for the use of stage and travellers* horses is 
increasing. Hemp is an indigenous plant in the southern part of this state, as it is 
in Missouri. It has not been extensively cultivated, but wherever tried, is found 
very productive, and of excellent quality. It might be made a staple of the 
country. 

Tobacco can be produced in any quantity, and of the first quality, in Illinois ; 
the soil and climate being in every respect congenial to its growth. 

Cotton, for many years, has been successfully cultivated in this state for domes- 
tic use, and some tor exportation. Two or tliree spinning factories are in operation, 
and produce cotton yarn from the growth of the country with promising success. 
This branch of business admits of enlargement, and invites the attention of east- 
ern manufacturers with small capital. Much of the cloth made in families who 
have emigrated from states south of the Ohio, is from the cotton of the country. 
Flax is produced, and of a tolerable quality, but not equal to that of the northern 
states. It is said to be productive and good in the northern counties. There is an 
oil-mill to manufacture oil from the seed, in Sanfiramon county. The palma christi, 
or castor-oil bean, is produced in considerable quantities in Madison, Randolph, and 
other counties, and large quantities of oil are expressed and sent abroad. Sweet 
potatoes are a delicious root, and yield abundantly, especially on the American 
Bottom, and rich sandy prairies. 

The cultivation of the sugar beet root, and the manufacture of the ragar, can 
without doubt be carried on to advantage in this state, iventlemen who iwve had i 
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an opportunity of examining personally the land in France on which that root is 
grown, consider the prairie, land of Illinois much superior for that purpose. In the ' 
Ibrmer country, from eight to twelve dollars rent per acre is annually paid, and yet 
large profits are made. An acre of good land will produce 44,000 pounds of beet 
root, from which 2400 pounds of suofar can be extracted, which, at 10 cents a pound, 
amounts to 240 dollars per acre. The annexed extracts on the cultivation of the 
sugar beet root, are from a letter written by D. L. CUUs, Esq.i who went to Europe 
under the auspices of a company incorporsted by the legislature of Illinois, with a 
capital of 200,000 dollars, for the purpose of introducing the manufacture of beet 
sugar into this stated The letter is dated from Arras, in France, Jan. Otli, 1837. 

** The most interesting aspect of the beet sugar business, is its bearing upon 
agriculture and rural economy : 

** 1. It enriches the land both as an excellent substitute for fallowing, and as pro- 
ducing an imhiense quantity of capital manure. 

** 2. It has the latter effect in various ways, but principally by feeding a large 
number of cattle and sheep. The former are &tted in from three to three and a 
half months in a manner really superb. So fine specimens of beel^reatures are 
seldom seen in tbe United States, after six months of the best pasturing and stall- 
feeding. The sheep are fatted in six weeks. At the manufactory where I have 
been, Uiey pay on an average about six huis for cattle, and sell them for about ele- 
ven. A louis is about $4.37. I suppose that this branch of the business would be 
quite as lucrative in the United States, where stock animals may be bought some- 
what cheaper. This you see is doubling capital three times a year, with the help 
however of the pulp or pumice of the beet This can be kept good any desirable 
length of time. It is sold here at 10 cents the cwt 

'* 3. The profit of raising the beets is very great, according to estimates which I 
have from intelligent sources. My data makes the net gain in France, after pay- 
ing rent, ploughing, weeding, hoeing, digging, and preserving, 404 francs per hec- 
tare. This measure is a trfle over two Ens^lish acres. Consequently the profit 
of cultivating beets on an acre, will be 202 francs, about 838. Can you wonder 
that land has risen from 50 to 150 per cent in the districts of the sugar manu&cto- 
riesl The wages of labour for cultivating and manufacturing the produce of a 
hectare, amount to $56.81. This would give for 100 acres $2840 nearly ; and for 
400, which would be the quantity required for the largest establishments, $11,830, 
to say nothing of the proprietor or leaseholder, when he and the labourer are one 
and the same. In this case, besides getting pay for his labour, and the rent or in- 
terest of his land, he would receive the $98 profit per acre. 

** The most material point in the culture of the beet root, is the manner of {nre- 
paring the land. It must be ploughed eight inches de^ at least, and this ought to 
be done in the month of August Still, fine crops of beets have been obtained l^ 
breaking up grass-ground in the spring, immediately befbre the seeding. The land 
should 1^ turned up handsomely, and all the grass and other vegetable matter fairly 
deposited underneath. Then it must be harrowed deep and fine, but the same way 
with the furrows. If the furrows be disturbed, it spoils or greatly injures the crop. 
The seed is to be sown in rows, 20 inches apart, on the top of the furrows, and the 
same way with them. No plough must enter after the sowing, but the land roust 
be dressed from two to four times, according to its tendency to weediness, with the 
hand and hoe. The vegetable matters decay, and give their whole nourishment 
to the beets. I suppose these remarks may be of less consequence to the proprie- 
tors of rich prairies of the west, than to those of the lands in France, and in the 
northern and middle states of America. There can be no doubt, however, that 
the decomposition of fresh vegetable matter will aflS)rd a more active stimulus to 
vegetable life than old mould, however rich. The land for beets must be good, — 
but it may be too good. In this case, it will produce beets of an enormous size, but 
hollow and decay^, and afibrding less saccharine matter than smaller ones. Very 
poor land made rich by high manuring, is said to yield large beets, containing a 
great deal of potash and sal ammoniac, but very little sugar. At the first weeding, 
when the beets are about 1 or 1^ inches high, they must be thinned so as to 
leave one plant to every 12 or 13 inches of row. If there be spaces where the 
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seed has not come up, some of the plants pulled np should be transplanted into 
those spaces." 

But little has been done to introduce cultivated grasses. The prairie grass 
looks coarse and unsavoury, and jret horses and cattle thrive weH on it It is well 
known that this grass disappears when the settlements extend round a prairie, and 
the cattle eat off the young growth in the spring. Consequently, in a few years, 
the natural crass no longer exists. To produce timothy with success, the ground 
must be well cultivated in the summer, either by an early crop, or by fallowing, 
and the seed sown about the 20th of September, at the rate often or twelve quarts 
of dean seed to the acre, and lightly brushed in. If the season is in any way fa- 
vourable^ it will get a rapid start betbre winter. By the last week in June» it will 
produce two tons per acre, of the finest hay. It then requires a dressing of stable 
or yard manure, and occasionally the turf ma^ be scratched with a harrow, to pre- 
vent the roots fi-om binding too hard. By this process timothy meadows may be { 
made and preserved. There are meadows in St Clair county which have yielded ' 
heavy crops of hay in succession, for several years, and bid tair to continue for an 
indefinite period. Cattle, and especially horses, should never be permitted to run 
in meadows in Illinois. The fall grass may be cropped down by calves and colts. 
There is but a little more labour required to produce a crop of timothy tlian a crop i 
of oats : and as there is not a stone or a pebble to interrupt, the soil may be turned 
up every third or fourth year for corn, and afterwards laid down to grass again. 
A species of blue grass is cultivated by some farmers for pasture& If well set, 
and not eaten down in summer, blue grass pastures may be kept green and fresh 
till late in autumn, or even in the winter. The English spire grass has been cul- 
tivated with success in the Wabash country. 

Of the trefoil, or clover, there is but little cultivated. A prejudice exists against 
it, as it is imagined to injure horses by afiecting the glands of the mouth, and 
causing them to slaver. It grows luxuriantly, and may be cut for hay early in 
June. The white clover comes in naturally, where the pound has been cultivated, 
and thrown bv, or along the sides of old roads and paths. Clover postures would 
be excellent ior swine. 

CLIMATE. 

The climate of Illinois is such as would be naturally expected from the latitude. 
The thermometer does not range more widely here than in similar parallels east 
of the Allegheny mountains; nor perhaps as much so as in those districts beyond 
the influence of the sea-breeze. There is every day a breeze, from some quarter 
of the broad prairies, almost as refreshing as that from the ocean. The region is 
exempt, too, from the effects of the easterly winds, so chilling and so annoying 
along the Atlantic sea-board ; but in lieu of them, there are fi'equently cold blasts 
from the prairies, sufficiently annoying to the traveller, when the mercury is at 
zera 

The winter commences with December, and ends the second week of February. 
Its duration and temperature are variable ; sometimes warm, and at others cold. 
The winters generally exhibit a temperature of climate somewhat milder than 
that of the northern Atlantic state& Snow rarely falls to the depth of six inches, 
and as rarely remains more than ten or twelve days. There are, however, occa^ 
sional short periods of very cold weather; but they seldom continue longer than 
three or four days at a time. The Mississippi is sometimes frozen over and passed 
on the ice at St Louis, and occasionally for several weeks together. The year 
1811 was remarkable for the river closing over twice, — a circumstance which had 
not occurred before within the memory of the oldest inhabitant What may be 
considered winter weather does not usually continue longer than from ten to 
twelve weeks; during more than half of which period, tiie ground frequently 
remains unfrozen. 

Near the Mississippi, the wind often blows alternately from tlie north and south, 
producing a succession of snow, neither deep nor of long continuance, frost, sleet, 
and a relaxing mildness; when the beautiful red bird, the cardinal grosbeak, shows 
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himself, tnd in singing, his channing laja reaemUe the lofty notp* of Ifae flie, being 
nearly as loud and as sonorous From actoal obserration, rahi«nheit*a thennonie- 
ter, both at St Loois and Harmony on the Wabash river opposite the aoathem part 
of the state, the mercury has sometimes &ilen below lenx 

It may be noticed, that in making obsenratioas with the thprmomeCer, they are 
made too often almost ezclusiyely whilst the sun is above the horaoo, and theretiire 
do not give the mean ot* all the astrooomical day, but that of dayl^ht only : and 
consequently the far greater number of places are represented as tmving a mean 
temperature too high. It is doubtful whether any part of Iliioois has m reality a 
mean temperature of more than 54° of Fahrenheit, and that the mean of the whote 
state is not over 51°. From a series of ofaservatioos made at Sc Loois dunng toe 
years 1817-18-19, the mean temperature of the different seasons was as foiiows : 
winter 34.53, spring 54.17, summer 74.34, autumn 60.77: mean for the w^iole 
year, 56.09. This will form a criterion for the southern half of Ilimois. July is 
invariably the hottest month, and in a few instances the thermometer has been 
known to rise for a short time to 100°,- and sometimes in June and August to 96 '. 

The rains which succeed the breaking^up of the Mississippi genera iiy oootinue 
at intervals through the greater part of February and March, tmd constitute what 
is called tlie rainy months. The first spring months are therefore frequently disa- 
greeable and cheerless ; and the emigrant who arrives in Illinois during this tmte 
forms a most unfavourable opinion of its climate ; but as soon as the rains subside, 
he is delighted with the contrast The forests now put forth their foliage, the 
prairies are covered with their brilliant carpets, and all nature vound bim appears 
to smile : he is fiinned by a gentler and more fragrant breeze, and is covered by a 
bluer and more beautiful sky than those to which he has been accustomed. 

The summers are warm, though during the sultry montlis the iOte.nsity of beat 
b modified by a free course everywhere a/forded to a fine genial breeze, oocMtantiy 
giving to the atmosphere a refret^hing elasticity. During thi* season, the appear- 
ance of the country is gay and beauUftil, being clothed witL giaia, foiage, and 
flowers. 

Of all the seasons of the year, the aotnmn is the most deligfatfsL The beat ^ 
the summer is over by the middle of August; and from that tme till Dccetr.i'Ar, 
there is almost one continuous succession of bright, clear, deiightfui sunny CM-Vft. 
Nothing can exceed the beauty of summer and autumn in thks ecaritrf, where, on 
one hand, we have the expansive prairie strewed Witn flowers stiji growing: a.v2 
on the other, the forests which skirt it presenting all tae Tsnetiea of co^Air inci- 
dent to the fiiding foliage of a thousand diflerent trr:es. 

About the middle of October or beginning of N-^tva^^er. t>^ Indstn iQor.mer 
commences, and continues from fifteen to twenty diyi. U^rmg tryj ucr^e. tne 
weather is dull snd cbeeriess, the atm o sp h ere is va^Jrf, and :£w mm aad rm»o are 
sometimes almost totally obacored. It is gec«ra.!T soc«oa«i tut \l.a im caused bv 
the burning of the withered grass and herbs on the eztensiTe pr%ir.<*s of L^e ncrtn 
and west, which also acooonts for its increaseid dunzx/a as ve pr^xeed westward. 

Windt. — ^During the spring, summer, axkd aatc«ir-s, loQVy-w^^rter.T v;»j> are t>te 
most prevalent ; tfiese are sometimes warm uwi \rA^ at fAii^n c/xa ar>s nuniid. 
They sekkMn, however, canae iteaiy nics. hi X:.*: rpr.ng uiA Ccir:r.? tr.» r:M of 
the MisBomi, they are from a nx«e westerly direcv*, ^z^i ri,!M are '.rVri mor*: 
frequent West and notth-west winds (ffe^all Cir.r.g tht ny>r/j^ of I>S:cerf;&er a.v3 
Janoaiy. Althoosb these are reneiaLy dry and piercing, t/^y frer. j^sl.r lecoo- 
pany slorms of haU and snow. North aad north-east wiad» are Vxr*;iarat.ve.y rare. 
The latter usually Iving heavy lainn 

dsseases. 

The more common diseases of Ilimois are intermittents, fiequeuUy ^Komrsaclac 

with bilious symptoms. Tb^ J^'^J?^« ^^JJ^JIll^!!'*" •« *> ■« 
mittents. More than one-half of the sickness endured by the piop^ ^ ^-^ 
imprudence, bad manajeraent, and the want of proper nnraog, Kt:^'^n^^ 
the northern states or from Europe will find it advantageoos to prutiKf. •--. " 



from the cool and humid atmosphere at night, to provide close dwellings, yet, 
when the atmosphere is clear, to have their rooms, and especially their sleeping 
rooms, well ventilated, and invariably wear thin clothing in the day, and put on 
thicker apparel at night or when exp<^ed to wet 

Families are seldom sick who live in comfortable houses with tight floors and 
well-ventilated rooms, and who upon a change of weather, and especially in a time 
of rain, make a little fire in the chimney, though it may be in the midst of summer. 
There are but few cases of -genuine consumption. Afiection of the liver is 
more common. Pleurisies, and other inflammatory diseases, prevail in the winter 
and spring. Ophthalmia prevails at some seasons. Dysentery is not uncommon. 
Fewer die in infancy than ia the old state& 

In several parts of the west, and occasionally in Illinois, a disease prevaDs, 
which has received the appellation of *^sick stomach,'* from its prominent symp- 
toms, nausea and frequent vomiting, especially on taking exercise. It is also called 
** milk sickness," from an opinion that it is produced by the milk of cows, which 
have fed on some poisonous plant It has likewise been ascribed to the water of 
certain springs, and to marshy exhalations. The cause, however, seems not to be 
exactly known, and the disease appears to be vanishing. 

That the Western States are not unfavourable to human life, may be inferred 
from the unprecedented increase in their population. The number of inhabitants 
in Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri^ is proba- 
bly near four millions. Had they been unhealthy, it is quite incredible that in the 
short period of half a century, so great a number could have congregated within 
those commonwealths. Were the climate especially fatal to emigrants, the num- 
ber cut off, and the number repelled, must halve given a ratio of increase far be- 
neath that which has actually existed. As to a seasoning or acclimation, it is 
doubtful whether in the temperate Mississippi states, it has any existence. At Cin- 
cinnati, it can seldom be perceived. When formidable and fatal diseases have pre- 
vailed, they have as often attacked those long resident in the city, as the ' new 
comers ;* and nothing is more common, than to see persons arrive at all periods 
of the spring, snmmer, and early autumn, and still enjoy as good health as if they 
had entered its atmosphere at the winter solstice. 

Travellers and * movers* should be cautious against much journeying m Septem- 
ber and early October, when bilious fevers prevail; for, however secure they 
might be, if they could be transferred, without a journey, to a western town, the 
usual process of reaching it in autumn, over land, the necessary mode when the 
waters are low, is apt to generate serious diseases. 

CrVlL DIVISIONS. 

There are seventy counties within the state, in sixty of which courts are held. 
In the others, the judge of the circuit where they lie is authorized to organize 
them, by appointing an election for county officers whenever in his opinion there 
are three hundred and fifty inhabitants within their boundaries. Their names, 
dates of formation, number of square miles, population according to the state census 
of 1835 (with the estimation of certain counties since formed, marked thus ""), 
and seats of justice, are given in the following table. 



Counties. 


Date. 


Square 
Miles. 


Population 
in li335. 


Seats of Justice. 


Adams, - - - - 


1825 


800 


7,042 


Quincy. 


Alexander, - - - 


1819 


378 


2,050 


Unity. 


Bond, - - • - 


1817 


360 


3,580 


Greenville. 


Boone,* - . • - 


1837 


504 


600 


Not established. 


Calhoun, - . - 


1825 


264 


1/)91 


Guilford. 


Cass,* - - - . 


1837 


260 


6,500 


BeardstowEL 


Champaign,* - - 


1833 


1008 


1,250 


Urbanaa. 
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OHBliK. 


^ 


SET 


TS" 


*-..— 


Ck* .... 


I«l» 


300 


UH 


iMrra. 


cu,, 


1624 


tt» 


LMJ 


Ib-n^-ut. 


Climco,- - - - 


18M 


sot 


2fi4^ 


Cri^ 


CoU», .... 


isao 


KBS 


5.rJ5 




Coot .... 


1831 


1230 


TJ» 


Cuaxo. 


Crawford, . - . 


1S16 


«» 


\^» 


PaMCoe. 


EdgT, - - . . 


1823 


era 


6j89! 


P>r«. 


Edwud^ - - . 


1914 


3a9 


£/(« 


•OXOK 


rfl;«gi..m . . . 


1931 


406 


LOW 


t^-ngvm. 


njeoe,- - - - 


1931 


094 


as* 




FraoUilH - - . 


1818 


8U 


&351 


F^a^ 


f^lltOD, .... 


1885 


6ftl 


&W7 


l^wMomm. 


GilUtio, - . . 


1813 


Too 


sjsat 


E^fM.itT. 


g™™.- . - . 


ISl 


WO 


13L2T4 


^rr^Un. 


Hamilton. - - . 


1^1. 


432 


•2Jf77 


y L«:r<«r-..^ 


H.DC«t - - - 


1825 


M» 


3,219 




H«.r,. 


1825 


MO 


600 




IXS'. : : : 


1833 


I4a^ 


1.^00 


Xot a(.9.^»L 


181B 


565 


2.7-3 


Bro«Dn-l.c, 


}3C;- : : : 


1831 


au6 


ara 


Xewtoo. 


1819 


S76 


a330 


HoBmtVKmm. 


JoDirien,* • . 


1827 


930 


4.330 


(Mam. 


JohMtm,. - - - 


1812 


486 


2.166 




Kwe.* .... 


isa6 


ia»7 


1,^00 


GewTv. 


Kdojc, ... - 


1835 


792 


IjSOO 


KoMtultt. 


1a Sdla, - - - 


1831 


1972 


4.751 


Onawm. 


lAwiBDce, - - . 


1821 


500 


4^t0 




Livingstoo' . . 


1837 


1132 


730 


Xoi attbUita. 


Ma^ .... 


1828 


1«H 


34S2 


DM>tor. 


Mscoupin, . - . 


lft» 


864 


5;5&i 


CuluiTU<e. 


Madiaon, - - . 


1813 


750 


9J)16 


Fdnidri-e. 


Htfuo. .... 


1823 


578 


2.M4 


SBJ*fTI. 


M-DoDODJtb, - - 


1825 


576 


2,'»fl 


iUccmh. 


WHe^*. . . 


1838 


1100 


i;ffl0 




M'Laui,- . . - 


1830 


1296 


5,311 


Bioot^.n^-r\. 


Mercer,* ... 


1825 


MO 


Wl 


»» Bafj*. 


Monroe.- . . - 


1816 


360 


2.660 


\WKt'.'jo. 


MontgMDerr, . - 


1821 


954 


3.740 


Hiii*l»r«jgh. 


Morpm,. . . - 


1833 


800 


iH^nia 




2?b*.- - ■ - 


1836 


1440 


2JI00 


Orep« City. 


PeoTM.*. . - . 


1825 


612 


7JO0O 


Peora- 


Pmy. .... 


1827 


432 


2.201 


PiDcknejiiU.. 


Pike, 


1821 


780 


6,037 


Pitudeld. 


Pope, ... . 


1816 


576 


8,756 


Golcond*. 


Putnjw^. . . . 


1825 


1548 


4.021 


tlennepin. 




1795 


5-20 


5.095 


Ksfk^ki*- 


RockIdeiid« . . 


1831 


432 


1.500 


SUphenrao. 


SapgiiDOD, - . - 


1921 


8160 


17,573 




Bchuyler. . . - 


1825 


864 


6.361 


Rushville. 


Shelby, .... 


1827 


loeo 


4.848 


Shelbyville. 


StCUir, - . - 


1793 


684 


9,a55 


ftrlleville. 




1837 


667 


400 


Not ealEbliihed. 


Ti«well. - - - 


1827 


1220 


B.850 


Tremont 




■^^^^ 










TABLED— con/tniiei{. 



(bounties. 


Date. 


Square 
Miles 


Population 
ill lrt;». 


Seats of Justice. 


Union, - - - - 


1818 


396 


4,156 


Jonesborough. 


Vermillion, - - - 


1826 


1008 


8,103 


Danville. 


Wabash, - - - 


1824 


180 


3,010 


Mount CarmeL 


Warren, - - - - 


1825 


900 


2,623 


Monmouth. 


Washington, - - 


1818 


540 


3,292 


Nashville. 


Wayne, - - - - 


1819 


576 


2,939 


Fairfield. 


White, - - - . 


1815 


476 


6,489 


Car mi. 


Whiteside,* - - 


1836 


712 


1,500 


Not established. 


Will,* - - - - 


1836 


1320 


3,500 


Juliet 


Winnebago,* - - 


1836 


504 


1,200 


Not established. 



The present population of Illinois (September 1837) may be estimated at 400,000. 
For the purpose of electing representatives to Congress, the state is divided into three 
districts, each of which sends one representative. For judiciary purposes the state is 
divided into seven circuits, in each of which a circuit judge is appointed. Coun- 
ties are not subdivijded into townships, as in Indiana,. Ohio, and the more eastern 
states. For the convenience of holding elections, the county commissioners* court 
is required to divide the county into *'• precincts,^^ and designate the house or place 
in each precinct where the polls shall be opened. fUectofs throughout the county 
vote at which precinct they please. 

GOVERNMENT. 

The constitution of Illinois was formed by a convention held at Easkaskia, in 
August, 1818. It provides for the distribution of the powers of government into 
three distinct departments, — the legislative, executive, and judiciary. The legis- 
lative authority is vested in a general assembly, consisting of a senate and house 
of representatives. Elections are held biennially, as are the ordinary sessions of 
the legislature. Senators are elected for four years. The executive iwwer is 
vested in the governor, who is elected every fourth year by the electors for repre- 
sentatives, but the same person is ineligible for the next succeeding^ four years. 
The lieutenant-governor is also cliosen every four years. The judicial power is 
vested in a supreme court, and such inferior courts as the general assembly from 
time to time shall establish. The supreme court consists of a chief justice and 
three associate judges. The governor and judges of the supreme court constitute 
a council of revision, to which all bills that have passed the assembly must be sub- 
niitted. If objected to by the council of revision, the same may become a law by 
the vote of the majority of all the members elect^ to both houses. 

The right of suffrage is universal. All white male inhabitants, twenty-one 
years of age, who have resided within the state six months next OTeceding the 
electirms, enjoy the right of electors. Votes are given viva-voce. The introduc- 
tion of slavery is prohibited. The constitution can be altered only by a convention. 

The whole ordinary annual expenditnrse of the state are about '53,700 dollars. 
The revenue of the slate is derived principally from land taxca The tax on lands 
of residents goes into the county treasuries, for county purposes, while the tax on 
the lands of non-residents goes into the state treasury for state purposes. The 
quantity of land" subject to taxation on the first of August, 1^6, was 5,335,041 
acres. And the quantity subject to taxation 

In 1837 will be 5,674433 

In 1838 ^ 5,902,127 

In 1839 --..-.-. 6,282,867 
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In 1840 6,616,3S0 

In 1841 7^7,218 

^And in 1842 about 12,000,000 

Lands sold by the general government are not subject to taxation under fi?e 
years after purcliase. 

PUBLIC LANDa 

The greater portion of the unoccupied lands of the United States constitute the 
national domain, and is of course under the control of the general government 
These lands consist of tracts of country ceded to the nation by the several states; 
of the lands in the territory of Louisiana purchased from France, and of those in 
Florida obtained by purchase from Spain. Atter thus acquiring a claim to wild 
lands, from the individual states or foreign powers, the Indian title to the soil is 
next extinguished, by purchasing it from the native tribes by whom it is respec- 
tively occupied. 

The lands are then surveyed on an accurate plan, and according to a general 
system ; afterwards they are offered for sale by proclamation of the President, and, 
by law, must be sold by public auction, the minimum price being one dollar twen- 
five cents an acre, ready money. One section in each township is reserved for the 
support of schools in the township, and all salt-springs and leadUnines are reserved 
from sale, unless by special order of the President The minimum price of the 
public lands was at first fixed at two dollars per acre, one-half to be paid within 
thirty days, the residue one year after the sale ; in 1800, the term of credit was 
very much extended, and in 1820 the purchasers were in debt to the government 
more than 22,000,000 dollars. At that period the present system of cash payments 
was adopted, under which the annual proceeds of the sales have increased from 
1,167,225 dollars to 6,099,981 in 1834, to upwards of 12,000,000 in lda3, and in 
1838 thev had increased to the astonishing sum of 24,(KX),000 dollars. The in- 
crease of population in the Western States, the extensive introduction of steam- 
vessels on the rivers and lakes, and the increased facilities of intercourse and 
transportation by rail-roads and canals, have concurred with tlie extraordinary high 
price of cotton, in producing this wonderful result 

The surveys of the public lands of the United States are founded upon a series 
of true meridians which run north principally from the mouth of some noted river. 
These are intersected at right angles with lines running from east to west, called 
base lines. There are five principal meridians in the land surveys of the west 
The ** first principal meridian** is a line due north from the mouth of the Miami 
river, which also forms the boundary line between the states of Ohio and Indiana. 
The ^second principal meridian" is a line north from a point on the Ohio river 
ten miles below the mouth of Little Blue river, in Indiana. The ^* third princi- 
pal meridian** is a line due north from the mouth of the Ohia The *' fourth prin- 
cipal meridian** is a line due north from the mouth of the Illinois. The ^^iitth 
principal meridian** is a line due north from the mouth of White river in Ar- 
kansas. 

Each of these meridians has its own base line, which forms the base of a series 
of surveys of which lines are made to correspond, so that the whole country is at 
last divided into squares of one mile each, and townships of six miles each, and 
these subdivisions are distributed with mathematical accuracy into parallel ran<i;ea 

The greatest divisions of land marked out by the survey is called a township, 
and contains 23,040 acres, being six miles square. The township is subdivided 
into thirty-six equal portions or square miles, by lines crossing each other at right 
angles. These portions are called sections, each containing 640 acres, which are 
subdivided into four parts called quarter-sections, each of which, of course, con- 
tams one hundred and sixty acres. The quarter-sections are finally divided into 
two parts, called half-quarter-sections, of eighty acres each; these again are under 
certain conditions sold in equal anbdivisions of forty acres each, which b the 
smallest amount of the public lands dbpoeed of by the general government Any 
person, whether a native-bom citizen or' 4 foreigner, may thus purchase forty acres 
of the richest soil, and receive an indispatable title, for fifty dollars. The s ectiona l 



tiCsa.^ Tirw or 

•nil i|uin«i'-*ecti(MBl diruMoi tn ces-Zfii'Uc br uvopriue tnarks in the field, 
HrhiRli knt of • ctiiracter t/j be «&siJt c^ri^-iizucoe:: frga eieh other. If nesr tim- 
LTce* are mtrked anil uumbered witli ise aeciMo. tovnifaip, ■.nd itnge, oew 
racli M.-clioiial curncr. It' in a Large prairie, ■ mciuDd ii ruied to deaignale 
Mrnet, and a billet of cliarrcd wood buried, if no nick ii near. 

ISectioiu arr divtdnl into halvee b; a lioe drawn oorth and aouth, and into qouk ' 
Irr» by a IniwYorM line Tlie haif-auarter and quart er-quajter-oeetions are noti 
iiiarknl la llii* ftolJ, but arc dcHLgnaled aa the plot of the survey b; the Surre^M- 
■n'. niarbini; the distance on one of the asceTtained lines, in order to gtt the 
^;1M:■■..:> ,-i tM'.i haH^iiarlcr-Hcctions aa exhibited by his plot of surrey. 

t'nv-'.j.'cM: wvtxxi* aro partanf quarter-sectiona iotenected by BtreasM, coDfimMd 
:'.tL.!iit .v '..-liioi! !<.<U3>iant« The parts oftowoahipa, sections, quarten, &c made 
I ':r« ..nflt .t' t.'.'^^r ^.'w.x^ips or meridian^ are called excesKa or deficieaeiaa. 
"^r rv:';i.-«i. HKC:<.'>ai »:it.-£owtaLa ledBthanieOacreaareDOtBubdivided. The 
RK'.:uUM. xi^'jMO. * .' ■::: o.'ca^s IW scm and upwards, are snbdirided in auch 
iiaiiiivr u- u trtM!r''i ~J4 ^^.M ■.vcl^^;t and cunveoieiit forms. A aeriea of coo' 
::.--ii'tu> I •t-iMiii'K au if "^.-i:: «nit :o wea-t, is called a rane«. Thew are i 
^'1> "iM i.iu vm l^.'irt \it: :ir:^:»L meridian running due north and south. 
'■ rt-in;!,-* iin -iiitn.-i iiJi-r :l-«^ :;: Axith Irom their respective base lioea. 

S' ■:.;!». rr II..™ ■«iia.-f. Ln zmxxd, beginning in the north-east ccmer of 
:i umnuiLi. ii>ii;-^-«i -fj uftt %■ •^■t nn^ line, and then progremivety east to 
:~.' -lun^n .m: ).Il-'-iii " ' '^'•U-sa.'.L':^ a: tbe soutfa-eaat cumer of the township, 
nan luu i; Uic--'^m.--., &» u =i« i::.xxi. La^ma: 
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mathematical forms, precluding the fruitful source of litigation, arising from the 
uncertainty of butts and bounds, in forms with curve, meandering or zigzagr lines. 
These forms, so universal in ikrms of the old settlements, are not only difficult 
matters of adjustment between contiguous owners, and exceedinfrly inconvenient 
for fencing, but are unsightly and ol^nsive to the eye. It is inconceivable that 
the beautitul square forms of the present land system should not have been sug- 
gested to the first settlers of the United States. 

The land sales unite three essential objects ; the right of selection by the high- 
est bidder at the public sales, extreme cheapness at the private sales, and a title 
of clearness and unquestionable safety commensurate with the stability of the 
government The convenience and excellence of this system constitute an essen- 
tial element in the rapid population of the new states. The surveys connected 
with the third and fourth meridians, and a small portion of the second, embrace 
the state of Illinois. The base line for both the second and third principal meri- 
dians commences at Diamond Island, in the Ohio, opposite Indiana, and runs due 
west till it itrikes the Mississippi, a few miles below St. Louis. 

All the townships in Illinois, south and east of the Illinois river, are numbered 
from this base line either north or south. The third principal meridian terminates 
with the northern boundary of the state. The fourth principal meridian commen- 
ces on the right bank, and at the mouth of the Illinois river, but immediately 
crosses to the east shore, and passes up on that side, (and at one place nearly 14 
miles distant,) to a point in the channel of the river, 72 miles from its mouth. 
Here its base line commences and extends across the peninsula to the Mississippi, 
a short distance above Quincy. The fourth principal meridian is continued north- 
ward through the military tract, and across Rock river, to a curve in the Missis- 
sippi at the upper rapids, in Township 18 north, and about 12 or 15 miles above 
Rock Island. It here crosses and passes up the west side of the Mississippi river 
«'>3 miles, and recrosses into Illinois, and passes through the town of Galena to the 
northern boundary of the state. It is thence continu^ to the Wisconsin river and 
made the principal meridian tor the surveys of the territory, while the northern 
boundary line of the state is constituted its base line for that region. A large tract 
of country in the north and north-eastern portion of this state is yet unsurveved. 
This does not prevent the hardy pioneers or the west from taking possession, where 
the Indian title is extinct, as it is now to all lands within this state. They risk 
the chance of purchasing it when brought into market 

The public lands are laid off into districts, in each of which there is a land-of- 
fice under the superintendence of two officers appointed by the President and Se- 
nate, called the Register of the land-office, and the Receiver of public moneys. 
The Register and Rsceiver each receive a salary of 500 dollars per annum, and a 
commission of one per cent on the moneys paid into their office. In the state of 
Illinois there are ten land-offices in as many districts, open for the sale or entry of 
public landa 

The Land District of Shawneetown embraces that portion of the state, bounded 
north by the base line, east and south by the boundaries of the state, and west by 
the third principal meridian. Office for the entry and sale of lands at Shawnee- 
town. 

The Land District of Easkaskia is bounded north by the base line, and compre- 
hends all that part of the state that lies between the third principal meridian and 
the Mississippi. Ijmd office at Kaskaskia. ^ 

The LEind District of Edwardsville extends south to the base line, east to the 
third principal meridian, north to the line that sepafates the thirteenth and four- 
teenth Townships, north and west to the Mississippi Land office at Edwardsville. 

The Land District of VandaKa extends south to the base line, east to the line 
between Ranges eight and nine, east qf the third principal meridian, north to the 
south line of Spri^^eld district, and we^t to the Range line between Ranges 
second and tlUrd west of the third principal meridian. I^d-office at Vandalia. 

The Land District of Palestine extends south to the northern boundary of the 
Shawneetown district, west to tlie eastern boundary of Vandalia district, north to 
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the dividing line between Townships sixteen and seventeen north, and east to the 
boundaiy ot Indiana. 

The Land District of Springfield extends south to Edwardsville district, east to 
the Palestine and Danville districts, and north and west to the Illinois river. 

The Land District of Quincy embraces all the tract of country between the Illi* 
nois and Mississippi rivers to the line between Townships twelve and thirteen 
north and west of the third principal meridian. 

The Land District of Danville includes that part of the state to its northern 
boundary, which lies north of Palestine, to the line between T. 30 and 31 N. of 
the third meridian, and east of Springfield district 

North-west District is in the north-western portion of the state, and bounded 
south by the line between Townships twelve and thirteen north, on the military 
tract, and east by tlie line between Ranges three and four east of the third princi- 
pal meridian, and north by the northern boundary of the state. Land-office at 
Galena. 

North-east District is in the north-east portion of the state, and bounded south 
by the line between Townships thirty and thirty-one, on the third principal meri- 
dian, east by lake Michigan, and north by the boundary of tlie state. Land-office 
at Chicago. 

The land, by proclamation of the President, is first ofiered ibr sale at auction, by 
half-quarter-sectioQs. If no one bids for it at $1.25 per acre or upwards, it is sub- 
ject to private entry at any time after, upon payment at time of entry. No credit 
is allowed. In special cases Congress has granted pre-emption rights, where set- 
tlements and improvements have oeen made on public lands previous to the public 
sale. 

Pre-emption rights confer the privilege only of purchasing the tract containing 
improvements at $1.25 per acre, by the possessor, without the risk of a public 
sale. 

All lands in this state, purchased of the general government, are exempted 
from taxation for five years afler purcliase. AU lands owned by private citizens or 
corporate bodies, and not exempted as above, are divided by law into two classes 
for taxation, called ^^Jirst and second ratesJ*^ Fir8^rate lands are taxed $3.20 per 
quarter-section of 160 acres per annum. Second-rate lands are taxed $2.40 per 
quarter-section, besides a county tax for roads. Resident and non-resident land- 
holders are taxed equally. 

Residents owning lands in the different counties may list the same and pay 
taxes in the counties where they reside, or in the auditor s office, at their option. 
Non-residents must list their lands in the ouditor^s office. Taxes of non-residents 
are required to be paid into the state treasury, annually, on or before the first of 
August. If not paid at that time, a delinquent list of all lands, owned by non-resi- 
dents, on which taxes have not been paid, is sent to the clerk of the county com- 
missioners* court of the county where the land lies, and a transcript of this list is 
to be published in some newspaper, printed within the state, at least sixty days pre- 
vious to sale. If the taxes are not paid to the clerk of the county by tiie fir^t 
Monday in March, so much of the land, as is necessary to pay taxes and costs, is 
sold at the seat of justice of the county. 

Lands sold for taxes may be redeemed within two years from the time of sale, 
by paying to the clerk of the county, for the use of the purchaser, double the 
amount of taxes, interest, and costs for which the same may have been sold. 
I^ands belonging to minor heirs may be redeemed at any. time before the expira- 
tion of one year from the time the youngest of said heii6 shall become of lawful 
age. 

If persons have held lands in the Military Tract, or in the state, and have not 
attended to paying taxes for more than two years, the land is sold and past re- 
demption, unless there are minor heirs. Every non-resident landholder should 
employ an agent within the state to pay his taxes, and take the oversight of his 
property. All deeds, conveyaocea, mortgagee, or title-papers whatsoever, most be 
recorded in the ^ recorder's office" in the county where the land is situated. Deeds 
and title-papers are not in force until Jlied in the recorder's c^ce. The words 
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** gnnU bargain and sell,** whatever may be the specific form of the instrument 
in other respects, convey a full and bona fide title, to warrant and defend, unless 
express orovision is made to the contrary in the instrument 

PLANS OF INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 

Those undertaken by the state are embraced in two divisions: the Illinois and 
Michigan canal, and the internal improvement system adopted by the legislature 
last winter. 

The project of uniting the waters of Lake Michigan and the Illinois, by a canal, 
was conceived soon alter the commencement of the Erie canal of New- York ; and 
a board of commissioners, with engineers, explored the route and estimated the 
cost, in 1823. Provision, by a grant of each alternate section of land within five 
miles of the route, having been granted by Ck>ngress, another board of commis- 
sioners was appointed in 1829, a new survey was made, and the towns of Chicago 
and Ottawa laid ofi^ and some lots sold in 1830. Various movements have since 
been made, but nothing efiectually done. 

At a special session of the legislature held in the winter of 1835-0, an act was 
passed for the construction of the Illinois and Michigan canal ; the Grovemor was 
authorized to negotiate a loan on the faith and credit of the state, not exceeding 
^1^500,000, a board of three commissioners was organized, with full power to employ 
engineers, let contracts, dispose of property, and carry on the whole business, on 
behalf of the state. The dimensions of the canal were fixed as follow: Sixty feet 
wide at the top water-liue, thirty-six feet wide at the bottom, and six feet deep. 
The irregular fluctuations or tides in the lakes, occasioned by the action of high 
winds, rendered the depth agreed upon indispensably necessary to insure a naviga- 
tion of at least four feet. 

This great work commences on the north fork of the south branch of Chicago 
river, four miles to the south-west of the city of Chicago (the river itself forming a 
deep and natural canal from this point to the harbour), and from thence extends to 
the Des Plaines river seven and a half miles, at a place called ** the Point of Oaks.** 
From thence down the valley of the Des Plaines to the running out of the lake 
level, 25 miles. On section 23, T. 36 N. R. 70, E. of tlie third principal division, 
the commissioners have laid out a town on state property, one mile square, called 
Lockport Here are to be two locks, ten feet lift each, placed in conjunction, so 
as to create twenty feet fidl, and an immense water-power from the surplus water 
drawn from Lake Michigan. Here, also, will be constructed a basin for three- 
fourths of a mile, and 120 feet wide. From Lockport the canal proceeds down the 
valley of the Des Plaines to Juliet, where it crosses by a dam ; its line runs past 
Marseilles, and crosses Fox river by an aqueduct betwixt the main blufif and 
Ottawa. A navigable feeder will connect it with the rapids of Fox river, four 
miles above Ottawa, and extend through the town to the Ulinois river, where a 
natural basin, of deep water, is at the mouth of Fox river. Below Ottawa, the 
canal passes down the right bank of the Illinois, near the blufif of the Little Ver- 1 
million, and enters the Illinois river, in the corner of fractional section 21, in town- 
ship 33, north Range one, east of the third principal meridian. To this point the 
Illinois is navigable for steamboats at all stages of water. A steamboat basin, or 
harbour, is to be constructed, and a large town laid off on section 15, near ^^^J®'^ 
mi nation of the canal. The whole length of the canal, including Fox river feeder, 
will be 100 miles and 28 chains, to which add Chica^ river, of 5 miles "» 44 
chains,- and it gives 105 miles and 72 chains for the enture length of the navigaue 
line. The canal is estimated to cost 8,654,337 dollars. 

The legislature, at its last session, authorized a survey of the Calumet, aDo toe 
Sauga-nas-ke vallej, with the view of constructing a lateral canal, ^ opea a lavi- 
gable communication from the main canal to the Calumet, from wbimUjB ex- j 
pected a water communication will he matde in the state of ladiana tafm Wabuli ^ 
and Erie canal. 

The resources of the state to meet the cost of this stupencloiis wdA uae from 
thq sale of town lots and lands along the Ime of thk work. Eacb 
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along the line of the canal, and ten miles in width, has been granted by Congress 
for the purpose. During last year, 375 lots were sold in Chicago for 1,355,755 
dollars. In Ottawa, 78 lots sold for 21,358 dollars. The unsold lands tor canal 
purposes, belonging to the state, amount to 270,182 acres, which, includii^ the 
town lots laid off, are estimated equal to the expense of the canal. Amount of sales 
for lands and town lots previous to 1833, $18,798 08J. The estimated value of 
the lots in the town of Lockport, and the town laid otf at the termination of the 
canal, is one million and a half dollars. The remainder of the canal lands may be 
estimated at twenty dollars per acre. 

The project of this canal is a vast enterprize for so young a state, but truly na- 
tional in its character, and will constitute one of the main arteries in eastern and 
western communication. The work is going forward, and from five to eight yean 
is the period estimated for its completion. Already commerce, in no small extent, 
is passing along that line. Merchants from St Louis, from along the Ulinois river, 
from Galena and the Wisconsin Territory, and especially from the Wabash river as 
fkr south as Terre Haute, bring their goods that way. Were a communication 
opened between the navigable waters, the distance from New-York to St Louis 
would be passed in from sixteen to twenty days. 

The following result is founded upon information gathered by the commission- 
ers: — From New- York to Bufi&lo, 5 days. — From Buf&lo to Chicago, by steamboats 
fitted for lake navigation, 8 days. — From Chicago to the hot of 3ie rapids on the 
canal, estimating the speed at tliree miles an hour, 33 hours. — ^From the foot of the 
rapids to St Louis, by steamboats, 48 hours. The whole distance can be passed 
over in sixteen days ; but giving four days additional time, and the transportation 
on this route can be made in twenty days. 

The commercial, and consequently the agricultural interests of the whole valley 
of the Mississippi, are concerned in the result of this undertaking. For whatever 
amount of produce is thrown off through this channel to the Canadas and New- 
York, it increases the advantages of a market for the commerce that floats down 
the Mississippi The Missouri and the Wisconsin Territory are no less mterested 
in opening this communication. In accepting the donation of land made by the 
general government, the honour and credit of Illinois are pledged for the success 
of this enterprize. 

At the late session of the legislature (1836-7), an act was passed to establish 
and maintain a general system of internal improvement It provides for a ** Board 
of Fund Commissioners," of three persons, and a '^ Board of CommissionerB of Pul>> 
lie Works,*' of seven persons — one in each judicial circuit The Board of Fund 
Commissioners are authorized to negotiate all loans authorized by the legislature 
on the faith and credit of the state for objects of internal improvement; to receive, 
manage, deposit, and apply all sums of money, and to manage the whole fiscal 
concerns of the improvement system. The Board of Public \^rks are authorized 
and required to locate, superintend, direct, and construct, on behalf of the state, all 
works of internal improvement which are or shall be authorized to be undertaken 
by the state (except the Illinois and Michigan canal, which is managed by a dis- 
tinct board). Each member has specific charge of that portion of the works that 
falls within his own district They are required to execute the works by letting 
out contracts, except in special case& The Fund Commissioners are authorized 
to contract loans by issuing state stock at a rate not exceeding six per centum per 
annum, and to an amount not exceeding eight millions cf dollars, redeemable after 
1870. ^. i 

The following are the works of improvement provided for: 1. The'Xjreat Wap 
bash river in co-operation with the state of Indiana, in that part over which both 
states have concurrent jurisdiction; appropriated $100,000. 2. Ulinob river, 
$100,000. 3. Rock river, $100,000. 4. Kaskaakia river, $50,000. 5. Little 
Wabash river, $50,000. 6. On the great western mail route Icniding from Yin- 
cennes to St Louis, ^1^250,000. 7. A rail -road from a point at or near the jonctioo 
of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, via Vandalia, Shelby ville, Decatur, and Uoom- 
ington ; — to cross the Illinois river, at the termination of the Illinois and Mkdiigan 

I canal, and from thence to Galena— appropriated $8^500,000. 



8. A southern cross railroad from Alton, via Edwardsville, Carlyle, Salem, Fair- 
field, and Albion,^ to Mount Carmel ; whence it is expected a line will be extended 
throug'h Indiana to New Albany, and become connected with the great rail-road 
chartered and surveyed from the Ohio river to Charleston, South Carolina. Also a 
rail-roal from Alton to Shawneetown, to diverge from the aforesaid southern cross 
rail-road at EdwardsvillCf and pass through Lebanon, Nashville, Pinckneyville, 
Frankfort, and Equality. And further, a rail-road from Belleville, via Lebanon, 
and to intersect the road from Alton to Mount Carmel. This last will pass near 
Rock Spring,—^ppropriated, $1,750,000. 

9. A norUiern cross rail-road from Quincy on the Mississippi river, to cross the 
Illinois river at Meredosia, and to Jacksonville, Spriogfield, Decatur, Sydney, Dan- 
ville, and thence to the state line in the direction of Lafayette, Indiana, and thus 
form a line of communication with the great works in Indiana, and to the eastern 
states — appropriated, $1,850,000. 

10. A rail-road from Alton, via Upper Alton, Hillsboro, Shelbyville, Charleston, 
Paris, and thence to the state line in the direction of Terre Haute, Indiana, where 
it will be connected with rail-road and canal communications through that state, 
both in an eastern and southern direction — appropriated, $1,250,000. 

11. A rail-road from Peoria, via Canton, Macomb, &.C., to Warsaw, on the Mis- 
sissippi, at the foot of the Des Moines rapids-^appropriated, $700,000. 

12. A rail-road fVom Bloomington to Mackinaw, and thence two branches to the 
Illinois river ;— one throug^h Tremoot to Pekiu, the other to Peoria-^-appropriated, 
$350,000. An appfdpriation of $200,000 was made to those counties through 
which no rail-road or canal is made at the cost of the state, to be in a rateable pro- 
portion to the census of 1835, and to be applied in the improvement of roads, 
bridges, and other public works, by the counties. 

The funds to meet the expenses of these plans are as follow r—^The special fund 
for the purpose shall consist of all moneys raised from state bonds, or stock, or other 
loans, authorized by law ; — all af^iropriations made from time to time out of the 
revenue of the state arising from land taxes ^--ell tolls and rents of water privi- 
leges and other tolls from the works when constructed ; — all rents, profits, and issues, 
from lands to be purchased on the routes ; — the proceeds of all donations of lands 
from the general government, or from individuals, companies, or corporations ; — a 
portion of the proceeds of the surplus fund distributed by Congress ) together with 
the net proceeds of all bank and other stocks subscribed and owned by the state, 
after liquidating the interest on loans contracted for the purchase of such bank or 
other stocks. A subsequent enactment authorized the fund commissioners to sub- 
scribe 2,000,000 dollars stock to the State Bank of Illinois, and 1,400^)00 dollars to 
the Illinois bank at Shawneetown, by the creation of six per cent stock* The net 
proceeds of this stock, after paying interest on the loans, will equal six per centum 
per annum, or produce an annual revenue to the Internal Improvement Fund of 
$180,000. 

The interest of the state in all these works, all their proceeds, with the fiiith of 
the state, are irrevocably pledg^ed for the payment of the interest and the redemp- 
tion of the principal of all stock and loans for Internal Improvement The improve- 
ment of the great western mail route from Vincennes to St Louis, and the special 
appropriation to the counties, are to be provided for from the first loans made. The 
improvement of the rivers is to be for steam, keel, and flat Ixmts ; to be commenced 
at their mouths, and continued up as far as the appropriations admit The rail-roada 
are to bet £Qp^^i^<^^ ^^ ^^if intersection with navigable rivers and commercial 
towns, and as soon as five miles of any one line is completed, the commiasiooen 
are required to place thereon locomotives and fiicilities of transportation, to ettalk 
lish tolls, etc. 

Congress has made a.n appropriation to improve the navigation of the MMriMppi 
at the rapids — a work of immense importance to the northern part of this atate, and 
the Wisconsin Territory. The improvement of the navigation of the MmmmpjA 
e^KNild be re^rded and urged as strictly a national work. There ate two njw 

I in the Mississippi river, which, in times of low water, impede the puwtM *</ 
ateamboatSu One is near the mouth of the Dea Moines, ap d adjoipiiy Ha» >»/gfc 



county, where the water descends over sand-rocks twenty-five feet five inches in 
11 miles. The other commences at Rock Island, and extends about 15 miles. The 
descent of the water in that distance is 21 feet 10 inches. In both of these rapids 
there are ledges of rocks, with intervals of deep water, extending across the river. 

The harbour at Chicago, nearly completed by the general government, will be of 
immense benefit to that place, and all the northern portion of the state. It will 
form one of the finest harbours in all the northern lake country. The National 
RcNid is in progress through this state, and considerable improvement has been 
made on that portion which lies between Vandalia and the boundary of Indiana. 
It runs from Yincennes in a south-westerly course to Vandalia, a distance of 90 
miles. The road is established 80 feet wide. But little has been done on this 
road during the last two years. About (220,000 of appropriated funds now remain 
on hand, and arrangements are in progress to work out this fund during the present 
season. From Vandalia westward the road is not yet located, but the legislature 
of Illinois, with ^reat unanimity, have consented to its passage through the state, 
only on the contmgency that it shall pass Alton and cross the Mississippi, above 
the mouth of the Missouri 

Many companies have been incorporated for the ccmstruction of short canals, 
rail-roads, and turnpike roads. A rail-road from Naples to Jacksonville, now under- 
going construction ; — another rail-road from Jacksonville, via Lynnville and Win- 
chester, to the Illinois river opposite Augusta. A third railway has been com- 
menced from Chicago to the Des Plaines, 12 miles over level prairies, and design- 
ed to extend across the state to Gralena. Another rail-road is now under contract 
and working from the Mississippi, opposite to St Louis, across the American Bot- 
tom to the coal-mines in the blufis oi St Clair county. 

No state in the Union possesses such &ciliiies for intercommunication by canals 
and railways, at so cheap a rate, and which can be so equally distributed to its 
population, as Illinois. 

MANUFACTUREa 

In the infancy of a state, little can be expected in machmery and manu&ctures; 
and in a region so much deficient in water-power as some parts of Illinois are, still 
less may be looked for. Yet Illinois is not entirely deficient in manufacturing en- 
terprize. The principal salines of this state have been mentkned under the head 
of minerals. 

Steam Mills for flouring and sawing are becoming very comm<m, and in general 
are profitable. Some are now in operation, with four runs of stones, uod which 
manufacture one hundred barrels of flour in a day. Mills propelled by steam, 
water, and animal power, are constantly increasing. Steam-mills will become nu- 
merous, particularly in the southern and middle portions of the state ; and it is de- 
serving remark, that while these portions are not well supplied with durable water- 
power, they contain, in the timber of the forest, and the inexhaustible bodies of 
bituminous coal, abundant supplies of fuel; — while the northern portion, though 
deficient in fiiel, has abundant water-power. A good steam saw-mill, with two 
saws, can be built for 2000 dollars; and a steam flouring mill, with two runs of 
stones, elevators, and other apparatus complete, and of sufficient force to turn out 
forty barrels of flour per day, may be built for 6000 dollars. 

1 he northern half of the state will be most abundantly supplied with water- 
power, and ordinary mills for sawing lumber and grinding grain are now in opera- 
tion on the various streams. Probably in no part of the ffreat West does there 
exist such an immense water-power, as is to be found natunuly, and which will be 
created artificially along the rapids of the Illinois and Fox rivers, and the Illinois 
and Michigan canal. Incorporated companies with ample means are now construct- 
ing hydraulic works at Ottawa, Marseilles, and other points along the rapids of the 
Illinois. Fox river raj>ids have a descent of sixteen feet at Greenes mills, four 
miles above Ottawa, with abundant supplies of water at its lowest stage; and the 
river itself, from thence to M'Henry county, is a rapkl stream, with. rocky banks, 
admirably suited for hydraulic purposes. On the Kankakee are some fine sites for 
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water privileges. Rock river iiimishes abundant fkcilitie/s, especially at Grand 
Detour and Iux;kford. A company engaged in the establishment of a large town 
at the mouth of Rock river, hais been recently chartered by the legislature, for the 
purpose of cutting a canal from a point on the Mississippi at the upper rapids, to 
Rock river, by wmch they expect to gain eighteen feet all and immense hydraulic 
power. 

It is expected that the improvement of the Kaskaskia and Little Wabash rivers, 
as provided for by the recent law of the state, will create valuable water privileges 
along these streams. Certainly, in connexion with the improvement of ttie Great 
Wabash river by the joint operation of Indiana and Illinois, hydraulic power to any 
desirable extent will be created. Such will be the effect, too, upon Sangamon and 
other rivers within the state. Des Plaines river, and also the Calumet, furnish 
extensive hydraulic privileges ; and the surplus water provided by the construction 
of the Illinois and Michigan canal, and which may be conveniently applied to 
manu&cturing purposes, is estimated to be equal to that required for running 700 
pairs of mill-stones four and a half feet in diameter. 

Incorporations for companies for various roanu&cturing purposes have been 
granted by the legislature within the last four or five years, some of which have 
been organized and commenced operations. The conclusion is, that Illinois will 
furnish as great &cilities for manufacturing purposes, as soon as the circumstances 
and wants of the community shall call for their operation, as can be found in any 
western state. 

Large (juantities of castor oil are annually manufactured in IlHnois from the 
palma christi, or castor bean. A number of presses for expressing the oil are in 
operation in Madison, Greene, Maooupin, St Clair, Randolph, Edwards, and per- 
haps other counties. The most extensive establishment is at Ed wards ville, where 
from thirty to forty thousand gallons are made annually. 

A few factories for spinning cotton yam have been put into operation in several 
counties on a small scale of from one hundred to two hundred spindles each. They 
are carried on by animal power on the inclined plane. 

Coarse clothing from cotton is manu&ctured in the southern portion of the 
state, where the article is raised m small quantities. Woollen cloth, and jeans, a 
mixture of wool and cotton, is made for oniinary wear, as is cloth from flax. 

Boat building will soon become a branch of business in this state. Some steam- 
boats have alr^y been constructed within its limits, alon^ the Mississippi. It is 
thought that Alton and Chica^ro are convenient sites for this business. 

There is in this state, as m all the western states, a large amount of domestic 
manufactures made by fkmilies. All the trades, needful to a new country, are in 
existence. Carpenters, wagon-makers, cabinet-makers, blacksmiths, tanneries, 
&c., njay be found in every county and town. At Mount Carmel and Springfield, 
there are iron foundries for castings. 

There has been a considerable ndlinff off in the manufacture of whiskey with- 
in a few years, and it is sincerely hoped by thousands of citizens that this branch 
of business, so decidedly injurious to the morals and happiness of the community 
and of individuals, will entirely decline. 

Ox-mills on the inclined plane, and horse-mills by draught, are conmion through- 
out the middle and southern parts of the state. 

EDUCATION. 

The Congress of the United States, in the act for admitting the state of Illinois 
into the Union, granted to it the section numbered sixteen in every Township, or 
one thirty-sixth part of all the public lands within the state, for the us^ of schools. 
The avails of this section are understood to constitute a fund for the benefii of the 
families living within the surveyed township, and not the portion of a common fiind 
to be applied by the state for the general purposes of education. Three .per cent 
of the net proceeds of all the public lands, lym? within this state, which shall be 
■old after the Ist of January, 1819, is to be paid over by the general government, 
and constitute a common fund for education, under the direction of the state au- 
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thority. One sixth of this three per cent fund is to be exclusively bestowed upcm 
a college or university. Two entire townships, or 46*060 acres, selected from 
choice portions of the public lands, have likewise been given to education. Part 
of this land has been sold by state authority, and the avuls funded at six per cent 
interest 

The amount of funds realized from these sources, and under charge of the state, 
(independent of the sixteenth sections,) is about $384,183, the interest of which 
is now distributed annually to such schools as make due returns to the proper au- 
thority. By a recent act of the legislature, a moiety of the '^iBurplus fund," re- 
ceived from the national treasury, is to be converted into bank stock, and the in- 
come to be distributed to common schools. The income of the three per centum 
from the sales of public lands, will continue as long as there are public lands to 
be sold. 

The unsold lands in this state belonging to the general government, may be 
estimated at 18,000,000 of acres. Were this sold at the present minimum price, 
it would produce $22,500,000, of which three per cent would be 675,000 dollars. 
But it is highly probable that this immense domain will not all be sold at its pre- 
sent pice; averaging it, therefore, at 75 cents per acre, it would amount to 
$13,500,000, of which three per cent belonging to this state, would give $405,000 
for education purposes. 

The amount of the sections numbered sixteen, and reserved for schools in the 
respective townships, was estimated by the commissioner of public lands, and re- 
ported to Congress in April, 1832, at 977,457 acres in lUiDoia. This tract is not 
usually sold until the township in which it lies is somewhat populated, and hence 
commands a higher price than other lands. The section in the vicinity of Chicago 
was sold in November, 1833, (atler reserving twelve acres,) for $38,705. Other 
tracts in settled portions of the state have been sold for from five to ten dollars 
per acre. Estimating tiie whole at two dollars per acre, the value is $1,954,914 

Present fund at interest, $384,183 

Value of Seminary lands unsold, ------- 20,000 

Value of sections numbered sixteen, ...... 1,954,914 

Estimate of the three per cent fund on all public land 

now unsold in the state, at 75 cents per acre, • • - 405,000 

$2,764,097 

To this add the moiety of the surplus fund to be invested in bank stock and the 
income to be distributed with the interest on the school fund, equal to 318,500 dol- 
lars; but as it is liable to be demanded by the general government, it has not been 
considered as any portion of the permanent school fund. The funds and claims 
of Illinois for education purposes may be estimated at $3,000,000. 

Provision now exists by law for the people to organize themselves into school 
districts, and to conduct the afiairs of the school in a corporate capacity by trus- 
tees, and they can derive aid from public funds under control of the state. Upon 
petition from the inhabitants of a township, the section numbered sixteen can be 
sold, and the proceeds funded, the interest of which may be applied annually to the 
teachers of such schools within the township as conform to the requisites of the 
law. To some extent the people have availed themselves of these provisions, and 
receive the interest of the fund. 

A material defect in all the laws that have been framed in this state, on this 
subject, has been in not requiring the necessary qualifications on the part of teach- 
ers, and a previous examination before a competent board or committee. Without 
such a provision, no school law will be of much reail service. The people have 
sufi^ered much already, and common school education has been greatly retarded by 
the imposition of unqualified and worthless persons under the name of school 
teachers ; and were funds ever so liberally bestowed, they would prove of little real 
service, without the requisites of sobriety, morality, and sufficient ability to teach 
well on the part of those who get the pay. 

A complete common school system must be organized, sooner or later, and will 
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be sustained hy the people. The lands, education funds, and wants of the country, 
call for it. Many ^ood primary schools now exist, and where three or four of the 
leading families unite and exert their influence in favour of the measure, it is not 
difficult to have a good school. In each county a school commissioner is appointed, 
to superintend the sales of the sixteenth sections, loan the money, receive and ap- 
portion the interest received from this fund and fVom the state funds, receive sche- 
dule returns of the number of scholars that attend each school, and make report 
annually to the secretary of state. 

The people in any settlement can organize themselves into a school district, em- 
ploy a teacher, and obtain their proportion of the income from the school funds, 
provide the teacher keeps a schedule of the number of scholars who attend, the 
number of days each one is present, and the number of days each scholar is ab^ 
sent, a copy of which must be certified by the trustees of the district, and returned 
to the school commissioners of the county semi-annually. If the school is made 
up from parts of two or more townships, a separate schedule of the scholars from 
each township must be made out. The term *' township" in the school laws 
merely expresses the surveys of 36 sections, and not a civil organization. 

Several seminaries, and institutions for colleges, have been established, and pro- 
mise success. 

Illinois College is located in the vicinity of Jacksonville, and one mile west of 
the town. Its situation is on a delightful eminence, fronting the east, and over- 
looking the town, and a vast extent of beautiful prairie country, now covered with 
well-cultivated farms. The buildings are as follows : a brick edifice, 104 feet in 
length, 40 feet in width, five stories nigh, including the basement; containing 32 
apartments for the accommodation of officers and students. To this main building 
are attached two wings, each 38 feet long and 28 feet wide, three stories high, in- 
cluding the basement; for the accommodation of the families of the Faculty. The 
chapelis a separate building, 65 feet long and 36 feet wide, two stories high, in- 
cludingr rooms for public worship, lectures, recitations, library, etc. and eight rooms 
for students. There are also upon the premises a farm-house, barn, workshops for 
students who wish to perform manual labour, and other out-buildings. The farm 
consists of 300 acres of land, all under fence. The improvements and stock on 
the farm are valued at several thousand dollars. 

Students who choose are allowed to employ a portion of each day in manual 
labour, either upon the farm or in the workshop. Some individuals earn 9150 
each, during the year. The library consists of about 1500 volumes. There is 
also a valuable chemical and philosophical apparatus. The year is divided into 
two terms, of twenty weeks each. The first term commences eight weeks after 
the third Wednesday in September. The second term commences on the Wedne»- 
day previous to the 5th of May ; leaving eight weeks vacation in the &11, and four 
in the spring. 

There are 42 students connected with the college classes, and 22 students in 
the preparatory department Of this number, several are beneficiaries, who are 
aided by education societies, with a view to the gospel ministry. The Faculty of 
Illinois Ck)llege consists of a Professor of Moral and Intellectual Philosophy and 
Political Economy, who is also President of the Institution ; a Professor of Mathe- 
matics and Natural Philosophy, and lecturer on chemistir ; a Professor of the 
Greek and Latin languages, a Professor of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres, and an 
Instructor in the preparatory department The pupils in the diflerent classes are 
as follows: Senior, 3; — Junior, 11; — Sophomore, 12; — Freshman, 16; — Total 
Collegiate department, 42. In the Preparatory department, 22: Total. 61 The 
course of instruction ifi intended to be equal to the first-rate colleges in the eutem 
8tate& 

Shurtleff College of Alton, Illinois, is pleasantly situated at UppCT AltoD. It! 
origmated in the establidiment of a seminary at Rock Spring, in U27« and which I 
was subsequently removed. At a meeting held June 4th, 1832; sefoi (mtleiiieal 
formed a written compact, and agreed to advance funds for the pnrel i Me of abotf I 
360 acres of land, ani put up an academical building of brick, two stories big I 
with a stone basement, 40 feet long, and 32 feet wida A hxge slane bail^ag ■■'■ 



a Refectory, and for Professors' and Students* rooms, has since been erected. A 
Preparatory school was commenced in 1833. In 1835, huilding-lots were laid off 
within the corporate bounds of the town, a part of which was sold, and a valuable 
property still remains for future sale. The same year, funds to some extent were 
obtained in the eastern states, of which the liberal donation of ten thousand doU 
lars was received from fienjamin Shurtleff, M. D., of Boston, which gives name to 
the institution. Of this fund 5000 dollars is to be appropriated towanls a College 
building, and 5000 dollars towards the endowment of a Professorship of Oratory, 
Rhetoric, and Belles-Lettres. Regular college classes are not yet organized. The 
Preparatory department is. in regular progress and contains about 60 students. 
Measures are in progress to put up a large college building, and to complete the 
organization of the College Fiusulty. 

Alton Theological Seminary is an organization distinct from Shurtleff College, 
and is under tiie charge of a Theological Piofesflor, with seven or eight students, 
licentiates of Baptist churches. 

M*Kendreean College, under the supervision of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
is located at Lebanon, St. Clair county. It has a commodious framed building, and 
about 50 students in the Preparatory department, under the charge of two compe- 
tent instructors. 

M'Donough College, at Macomb, has just commenced operations. It is identi- 
fied with the interests of the '* old school" Presbyterians, as the Ulinois college at 
Jacksonville is with the " new school" Presbyterians. 

Canton College in Fulton county has recently been chartered as a college by 
the legislature, and is a respectable academical institution, and has 70 or 80 
students. A literary Institution, modelled somewhat after the plan of the Oneida 
Institute in the state of New- York, is in progress at Galesboro', Knox county. 

Belvidere college, in Winnebago county, has been recently chartered, and an 
eflbrt is about being made to establish a respectable literary institution in this new 
and interesting portion of the state. Several respectable academies and semina- 
ries are also in operation, established chiefly by individual effort, where good 
schools are taught Amongst these we notice the following, though some of equal 
importance may be overlooked. 

The Jacksonville Academy is established for the convenience of those whose 
studies are not sufficiently advanced to enter the Preparatory department of Illinois 
College. The Jacksonville Female Academy is a flourishing institution. A re- 
spectable academy is in operation at Springfield ; another at Princeton, Putnam 
county ; a third at Griggsville ; and a fourth at Quincy. 

The Alton Female ii^minary is an institution projected for a full and useful 
course of instruction, on a large scale, and is designed wholly as a boarding-schooL 
The business of instruction will be in the hands of competent ladie& The system 
of instruction will be extensive. 

The project of establishing a seminary for the education of teachers, at Waverley 
in the south-eastern part of Morgan county, is entertained by several gentlemen. 
A seminary is about being established in a settlement of Returmed Presbyterians 
in the eastern part of Randolph county. The " Reformers," or Campbellites, as 
some term them, have a charter, and contemplate establishing a college at Hano- 
ver, in Tazewell county. Thus, a broad and deep foundation is about being laid 
in Illinois for the promotion of education. Several lyceums and literary associa- 
tions exii^ in this state, and there is in almost every county a decided expression 
of popular opinion in favour of education. 

REUGION. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church is the most numerous. The Illinois Confer- 
ence, which embraces this state and a portion of Wisconsin Territory, in 1835 had 
61 circuit preachers, 306 local preachers, and 15,097 members of society. They 
sustain preaching in every county, and in a large namber of the settlementsi 

The Baptist denomination includes 22 associataoDSi 260 churches, 160 preach- 
ers, and 7,350 communicants. J^ 
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The Presbyterians have one Synod, eight Presbjrteries, and about 80 churches, 
60 ministers, and 2,500 members. 

There are 12 or 15 Congregationalist churches, united in an associatioi, and 
several ministers. 

The Methodist Protestant denomination has one conference, 23 ministers, and 
844 members. 

The Reformers, as they term themselves, or ** Campbellites," as others call them, 
have several large, and a number of small societies, a number of preachers, and 
several hundred members, including the Christian body, with which they are in 
union. They immerse all who profess to believe in Christ for the remission of 
sins, but differ widely from orthodox Baptists on some points of doctrine. 

The Cumberland Presbyterians have two or three Presbyteries, twelve or fifteen 
I preachers, and several hundred communicants. 

There are two churches of Reformed Presbyterians, or Covenanters, one minis- 
ter, and about ^0 communicants, with a few families scattered in other parts of 
the state. There are also two or three societies of Associate Reformed Presbyte- 
rians, or Seceders. 

In M'Lean county is a society of United Brethren, or, as some call them, Dutch 
Methodists. 

The Dunkards have five or six societies and some preachers in this state. 

There are several Lutheran congregations with preachers. 

The Protestant Episcopal Church has an organized diocese, eight or ten congre- 
gations, and seven or ei^ht ministers. 

There are small societies of Friends or Quakers in Tazewell and Crawford 
counties ; and a few Mormons, scattered through the state. 

The Roman Catholics are not numerous. They have a dozen congre^tions, 
eight or ten priests, and a population between five and six thousand including old 
ai^ yonng, A convent and boarding-school for young ladies is in operation at Kas- 
kaskia. The Roman Catholics are mostly about the old French villages, and the 
labourers along the line of canal. 

There is considerable expression of good feeling amongst the different religious 
denominations, and the members frequently hear the preachers of each other, as 
there are but few congregations that are supplied every Sabbath. The qualifica- 
tions of the clergymen are various. A number of them are men of talents, learn- 
ing, influence, and unblemished piety. Others have had but few advantages in 
acquiring either literary or theological information, and yet are good speakers and 
useful men. 

In general there are as many professors of religion, of some description, in 
proportion to the population, as in most of the states. The number will not vary 
far from 40,000, or one to ten. 



SUGGESTIONS TO EMIGRAP^S. 

Eztiactsd from Mr. TtAH " KmignnPi Guide." 

Canalf Steam-Boat and Stage RotUes. — Other Modes qf Travel^'ExpenseM 

— RoadSf Distances^ ^c, t^c. 

Persons in moderate circumstances, or who would save time and expense, need 
not make a visit to tlie West, to ascertain particulars previous to removal. A few 
general facts, easily collected from a hundred sources, will enable persons to de- 
cide the great question, whether they will emigrate to the Valley. By thp same 
means, emigrants ma;^ determine to what state, and to what part of that state, 
their course shall be directed. There are many things that a person of plain com- 
mon sense will take for granted without inquiry, — such as facilities for obtaining 
all the necessaries of life, the readiness with which property of any description 
may be obtained for a fair vahie, and especially farms and wild land, that they can 
live where hundreds of thousands of- others of similar habits and feelings live; and 
above all, they should take it Sip*.granted, that there are difficulties to be encoun- 



tered in every countrv, and in all buainesB ; — that these difficulties can be sor- 
mounted with reasonable eflEhrt, patieooe, and peneverance; ud thiat, in eveiy 
country, people sicken and die. 

Having decided to what state, and part of the state, an emignnt will remove, 
let him then conclude to take as little furniture and other InggAge as he can do 
with, especially if he comes by public conveyances. Those who reside within 
convenient distance of a sea-port, would find it both safe and economical to ship 
by New-Orleans, in boxes, such articles as are not wanted on the road, especially 
if they steer for the navigable waters of the Mississippi. Bed and other clothing, 
books, &c packed in boxes, like merchants' goods, will go much safer and cheaper 
by New-Orleans, than by any of the inland routes. I have received more than 100 
packages and boxes from eastern ports, by that route, within 20 yean, and never 
lost one. Boxes should be marked to the owner or bis ufeot at the river port 
where destined, and to the charge of some forwarding bouse in New-Orleana The 
freight and charges may be paid when the boxes are received. 

If a person dc&'i^s to remove to the north part of Ohio and Indiana, to Chicago 
and vicinity, or to Michis^an or Green Bay, his course should be by the New-York 
canal, and the lakea The ibllowinff table, showing the time of the opening of 
the canal at Albany and BuflUo, and the opening of the lake, from 18Sf7 to 1886, 
is from a report of a committee at Buffido to the common council of that city. It 
will be of use to those who wish to take the northern route in the spring. 



Year. 

1827 
1828 
1829 
1880 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 



Canal opened 
at Buflklo. 

April 21 
1 
25 
15 
16 
18 
22 
16 
15 



II 
II 
i< 






Canal openod 
at Albany. 

April 21 
" 1 
- 29 
•• 20 
*• 16 
25 
22 
17 
15 



II 



u 

CI 



Lake Erie openvd 
at Bufiklo. 



AprU 21 
1 

May 10 
April 6 
May 8 
Aprils? 
" 23 
«• 6 
May 8 



. The same route will carry emigrants to Cleaveland, and by the Ohio canal, to 
Columbus, or to the Ohio river, at Portsmouth ; whence, by steamboat, direct com- 
munications will offer to any river port in the Western States. From Buffiilo, 
steamboats run constantly (when the lake is open) to Detroit, stopping at Erie, 
Ashtabula, Cleaveland, ^ndusky, and many other ports, whence stages run to 
every prominent town. Transportation wagons are employed in fiurwar£ng goods. 



Route from Buffalo to Detroit^ by toofer. 



Dunkirk, N. Y. - - 
Portland, " - - 
Erie, Pa. - - - - 
Ashtabula. Ohio, 
Fairport 



i< 



Ifilei. 

39 
18 57 
35 92 
39 131 
32 163 



•• • - 



Cleaveland, Ohio, 
Sandusky, 
AmherstbuT^, U. C. 
Detroit, Midi. - < 



Miles. 

30 193 

54 247 

62 299 

18 317 



From Detroit to Chicago, lUinoit* 



Milef. 

40 
57 
71 



SL Clair river, Mich. - - 

Palmer, 17 

Fort Gratiot, - - - - 14 

White Rock, - - - - 40 111 

Thunder Island, - - - - 70 181 

Middle Island, - - - - 25 206 

Presquelsle, - - - - 65 271 




Mackinaw, ... - • 56 329 

Isle Brule, 75 404 

Fort How&rd, Wi^nsin 

Ter. 100 604 

Milwaukee, W. T. - - - 310 814 

Chicago, UL, .... 90 904 




Fnm deveUmd to PorUmumtkf wia ikf Okio CtmaL 

MilM. 

Cuyahog(a aqaedoct, - - 22 

OldPortagre, .... 12 84 



Akron, ..---. 4 38 

New Portage, ... - 5 43 

Clinton, 11 54 

Massillon, - • - - - 11 65 

Bethlehem, . . . • - 6 71 

Bolivar* 8 79 

Zoar, 3 82 

Dover 7 89 

New Philadelphia, - - - 4 93 

Newcomers'town, - • - 22 115 

Coshocton, 17 132 



Irville, ..---- 

Newark, - 

HebroAi -•**•- 
Licking Summit, - - - 
Lancaster Canaan, - - - 
Columbus, side-cut, - - 
Bloomfield, . . . . . 
Circleville, - - . . - 
Chillicothe, - - . . - 
Piketon, --..-- 
Lucasville, - - . - . 
Portamouth, (Ohio riveri) 



Miles. 

26 158 

13 171 

10 181 
5 186 

11 197 
18 215 

8 223 

9 232 
23 255 
25 280 

14 294 
13 307 



The most ezpeditioin^ pleasant, and direct loote for travellers to the Bodthem 
parts of Ohio uid Indiua; to the XUinoia river, as far north as Peoria; to the 
Upper Missiflsiim^ as fiur as Quincy, Rock Island, Galena and Prairie du Chien ; to 
Missouri, and to Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Natchez and New-Orleans, is one 
of the southern routes. These are^ — ^L From Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, by rail- 
roads and the Pennsylvania canal ; 2. By the Baltimore and Ohio rail-road and 
stages, to Wheeling ; or, 3. For people living to the south of Washington, by 
stage* by the way of Charlottesville, (Virginia,) Staunton, the Hot, Warm, and 
White-Sulphur Springs, Lewisburg, Charleston, to Guyandotte, whence a regular 
line of steamboats runs three times a week to Cincinnati. Intermediate routes 
from Washington city to Wheeling, or to Harper's Ferry, to Fredericksburg, and 
intersect the nmte through Virginia, at Charlottesville. 



From PhUaddphia to Pittsburgh, by the railrroad and candL 



Columbia, on the Snsqde* 
hanna river, by Fail-^oad, 

daUy, - 

By cmud paeket» to 
fiainbridge, • - . - • 
Middletcmn, - - - - « 
Harrisbarg, - - - - - 
Juniata river, - - - - 
Millerstown, - - - - - 
Miffiin, ..---- 
Lewistown, - - • - - 
Waynesburff, - - - - 
Hamilton viUe, - « • - 
HuntingdcHi, -^ . • • « 



Miles. 



81 

11 92 

17 109 

10 119 
15 144 
17 151 
17 168 

13 181 

14 195 

11 206 
7 213 



Petersburg, - - - . - 
Alexandria, - ^ . . - 
Frankstown and HoUidays- 
burg, 

Thence, by railroad, across 
the mountain, to 

Johnstown ..... 

By canal, to 

Blairsville, - . . * - 
Saltzburg, ..... 

Warren, ...... 

Alleghany river, - . - 



gnany 
sourgh. 



Pittsburg 



Mil«f. 
8 221 
23 244 

3 247 



38 285 

35 320 

18 338 

12 350 

16 366 

28 394 



The Pioneer line, on this route, is exclusively for passengers, and professes to 
reach Pittsburgh in four days, but is sometimes behind, several hours. Fare through, 
$10. Passengers pay for meals. 

The Good Intent line is also for passengers only, and runs in competition with 
the Pioneer line. 

Leech's line, called the ** Western Transportation line," takes both freight and 
nissengers. The packet-boats advertise to go through^ to Pittsburg, in five davs, 
n>r 97. Midship and steerage passengers in the transportation linCf in six ana a 
half days ; — merchandise defivered in eight days. Grenerally, however, there is 
some delay. Emigiairts most not expect to carry more than a small trunk or two^ 
on the packet-lines. Those Who take goods or furniture, and wish to keep with it< 



had better take the tranBMtation lines, with more delay. The price of meals on 
board the boats is about thirty-eeven and a half cents. 

In all the steamboats on the western waters, no additional charge is made to 
cabin passengers for meals;— and the tables are usually profusely supplied. Strict 
order is ofaservvd, and the waiters and officers are attentiYC. 

Stemmboat tmOe Jrmm Pitttburg to tk$ WMUth of the Ohio. 



lOtos. 



Middletown, Pa. - - - 
Economy, **---- 

Beaver, « . - - - 

Georgetown, " - - - - 

Steubenville, Ohio, - - 

Wellsburgh, Va. - - - 

Warren, Ohio, - - - - 

Wheeling, Va. . - - - 

Elizabeth town, Va. - - - 

SistersviJle •* - - - 

Newport, Ohio, - - - - 

Marietta, " - - - - 

Parkereburgr^Va. - - - 
Bel pre and Blannerhasset*s 

Inland, O., - - - - 

Troy, Ohio, 

Belleville, Va. - - - - 

Letart*s Rapids, Va. - - 

Point Pleasant, •* - - 

Galhpolis, Ohio, - - - 

Guyandotte^ Va. - - - 

BiirliDgton, Ohio, - - - 

Greensburg, Ky. - - - 

Concord, Ohio, - - - - 
Portsmouth (Ohio canal), 

Vanceburg, Ky. - - - 

Manchester, Ohio, - - - 

Maysvilie, Ky. - - - - 

Charleston," - - - - 

Ripley, Ohio, - - - - 

Augusta, Ky. - - - - 

Neville, Ohio, - - - - 

Moscow, ** - - - . 

Point Pleasant, Ohio^ - - 

New Richmond, «* - - 
Columbia, 
Fulton, 
Cincinnati, 
North Bend, 
Lawrenceburg, Ind., and 

mouth of the Miami, - 
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Aurora, Ind. - - • - - 
Petersburg, Ky. - - - 
Bellevue, •• - - - 
Rising Sun, Ind. • - - 
Fredericksburg, Ky. - - 
Vevaf , Ind., and Ghent, Ky. 11 532 
Port William, Ky. - - - 
Madison, Ind. - - • • 
New London, Ind. - •> - 
Bethlehem, «... 
We8tport,Ky. - - - - 
Transylvania, Ky. - - - 

LOUISYILLB, ** ... 

Shippiogport, through the 

canal, --.... 
New Albany, Ind. - - . 
Salt River, Ky.- - - - 
Northampton, Ind. - - - 
Leavenworth, «* - - - 
Fredonia, 
Rome, 
Troy, 

Rockport, " - - 

Owenburg, Ky. - - 
EvansviUe, Ind. - - 
Henderson, Ky. - • - 
Mount Vernon, Ind. - 
Carthage, Ky. - - . 
Wabash river, Ky. - • 
Shawneetowrif DL - « 
Mouth of Saline, m. • 
Cave in Rock, ** 
Golconda, ** 

Smithlandf mouth of the 

Cumberland river, Ky. - 10 915 
Padueah, mouth of the 

Tennessee river, Ky. - 13 928 
Caledonia, UL - - - - 31 959 
Trinity, mouth of Cash 

river, IlL 10 969 

Mouth of thb Ohio Ritkr, 6 975 
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Persons who wish to visit Indianapolis will stop at Madison, Indiana, and take 
the stage conveyance. From LouiBville, by the way of Vincennes, to St Louis by 
stage, every alternate day, 273 miles, through in three days and a half. Fare, 
seventeen dollars. Stages run from Vincennes to Terre Haute and other towns 
up the Wabash river. At Evansville, Indiana, stage lines are connected with 
Vincennes and Terre Haute ; and at Shawneetown twice a week to CarMe, Sli- 
nois, where it intersects the line from Louisville to St Louis. From Louuville to 

I Nashville by steamboats, passengers land at Sroithland at the mouth of Cumberland 
! river, unless they embark direct for Nashville. In the winter, both stage and 
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steamboat lines are uncertain and irregfular. Ice in the nvers frequently obstructs 
navigation, and high waters and bad roads sometimes prevent stages from running 
regularly. 

Farmers who remove to the west from the northern and middle states, will find 
it advantageous, in many instances, to remove with their own teams and wagons. 
These they will need upon their arrival. Autumn, or from September till Novem- 
ber, is the favourable season for this mode of emigration. The roads are then in 
good order, the weather usually favourabley and feed plenty. People of all classes, 
from the states south of the Ohio river, remove with large wagons, carry and cook 
their own provisions, purchase their feed by the bushel, and invariably encamp out 
at night. 

Individuals who wish to travel through the interior of Michigan, Indiana, Dlinois, 
Missouri, dux, will find that the Most convenient, sure, economical, and independ- 
ent mode, is on horseback. Their expenses will be frcoi seventy-five cents to one 
dollar fifty cents per day, and they can always consult their own convenience and 
pleasure, as to time and ^ace. 

Stage fiire is usually 6 cts. a mile, in the west Meals, at stage-houses, 37^ cts. 

Steamboat Fare^ iruiudkig' MeaU^ 

From Pittsburg to Cincinnati, -.-.--.......• $10 

•♦ Cmcinnati to Louisville^ ------.----.- 4 

" Louisville to St Louis, -------------- 12 

And frequently the same from Cincinnati to St Louis, — varying a little, however. 

A deck passage, as it is called, may be rated as follows : — 
From Pittsburg to Cincinnati, .---.---.---.-$3 
•• Cincinnati to Louisville, -------------- 1 

** Louisville to St Louis, -.--..---.---- 4 

The deck for such passengers is usually In the midship, forward of the engine, 
and ia protected fVom the weather. Passengers furnish their own provisions and 
bedding. They often take their meals at the cabin-table, with the boat hands, and 
pay twenty-five cents a meaL Thousands pass up and down the rivers as deck 
passengers, especially emigrating fiimilies, who have their bedding, provisions, and 
cooking utensils, on board. 

The whole expense of a single person from New-York to St Louis, by the way 
of Philadelphia and Pittsburg, with cabin passage on the river, will range between 
$40 and $45; — ^time, from twelve to fifteen days. Taking the transportation lines 
on the Pennsylvania canal, and a deck passage in the steamboat, and the expenses 
will range between $20 and $25, supposing the person buys his meals at twenty- 
five cents, and eats twice a day. If he carry his own provisions, the passage, &c. 
will be firom $15 to $ia 

The following is &om an advertisement of the Western Transportaticm, or Leech's 
line, from Philadelphia:— 

miefl. Days. Fare. 

Fare to Pittsburg, 400---- 6i----$600 

•< Cincinnati, --.- 900---- 8|----850 

<• Louisville, - - - - 1050 - - - - 91 - - - - 9 00 

•• Nashville, - - - - 1650 - - - - 18| - - - - 13 00 

" St Louis, 1750 - - - - 14 - - - - 13 00 

The above does not include meals. 

Packet4>oats for Cabin Passengers (same line). 

Biilea. Days. Fan. 

Fare to Pittsburg, 400---- 5 ----$700 

" Cincinnati, --.- 900---- 8 ----17 00 

" Louisville, - - - - 1050 - - - - 9 - - - - 19 00 

« Nashville, . - - - 1650 -.--13 ----2700 

«* St Louis, 1750 - - . . 13 - ... 27 00 






68 



GENERAL VIEW OF 



Emigrants and tra?el]eni will find it to their intereat always to be a little scep- 
tical relative to statements of sta^e, steamboat, and canal4»at agents ; to make 
some allowance in their own calciuations for delays, difficulties, and expenses; and 
above all, to fetl perfectly patient and in good humour with themselves, the offi- 
cers, company, ana the world, even if they do not move quite as rapidly, and fiire 
quite as well« as they desire. 

LOCATION, METHOD OF FARMING, BUILDING, ^^ 

Upon emigrating to this country, it would be well for an eastern farmer to throw 
off and forget many of his former habits and practices, and be prepared to accom- 
modate himself to the nature of the soil, and the circumstances of the country ; 
else he will throw awav much labour uselessly* and expend money unprofitabfy. 
The first object is to fina a suitable situation ; or, in the language of the country, 
to \octU€ himself. An entire stranger can hardly be expected to judge correctly 
in relation to soil, and the advantages and disadvantages of location, n he arrives 
in the dry s^son of autumn, he will be likely to select a level spot of prairie, 
with a deep black soil, determined to have rich land at any rate, and perhaps in 
the spring find himself ploughing in mud and water. If he looks at the appear- 
ance of the timber, he will probably be deceived, and overlook some of the best 
tracts. Advice from those who have long been residents in the country, would 
save manjr inconveniences in location. 

No emifprant need deceive himself with the notion that he can find a spot which 
will combme all the advantages, and none of the disadvantages, of the country. 
Od every spot he examines, some indispensable thing will appear to be wanting. 
N(Nr is it of any use for a man to travel the country to any great extent, to find as 
many natural advantages as may satisfy moderate desirea The best policy ibr an 
emigrant, after arriving in the Western Country, and fixing upon the district or 
county in which he intends to reside* is to settle himself on the nrst spot he finds 
that he thinks may answer his purpose, and resolve to abide there contentedly. 

Let an emi^nt purchase no more cattle, horses, hofi[B, &c., than those for which 
he has immediate use, unless it is for breeders, and calves, in the &1], at eight or 
nine months old : these are profitable stock to purchase. If an emigrant locate on 
the frontiers, cr in the newly settled portions of the country, his first object will 
be to provide ChOins for his family ; and the less labour uid expense in preparing 
these, the better. I^t a man and family go into any of the frontier settlements. 

Set a shelter, or even encamp out, call upon the people to aid him, and in three 
ays from the start he will have a comfortable cabin, and become identified as a 
settler. No matter how poor he may be, or bow much an entire stranger, if he 
makes no apologies, does not show a niggardly spirit by contending about trifles, 
and especially if he does not begin to dole out complaints about the country, and 
the manners and habits of the people, and tell them the difiTerence and superiority 
of these things in the place whence be came, he will be received with blunt fiunk- 
ness and unaffected hospitality. But if a man begins by afiecting superior intelli- 
gence and virtue, and catechizing the people for their habits of plainness and sim- 
plicity, and their apparent want of those things which he imagines indispensable 
to comfort, he may expect to be marked, shunned, and called in the way of sarcas- 
tic rcproocb, a Yatikee. 

A principal characteristic of the western population is a blunt, nnafiected hospi- 
tality. They will make every stranger welcome, provided he will accept of it in 
their own way. But he roust make no complaints, throw out no insinuations, and 
manifest an equal readiness to be fmnk and hospitable in turn. Enter whatever 
house or cabin you may, if it is the time of meals, you are invited to share a por- 
tion ; but you must eat what is set before you, asking no questions, and making no 
invidious comparisons. Nor must you oflfer remarks on the accommodations you 
have had, or the unpleasant things you may have encountered at other places where 
yon have tarried ; as such remarks are considered as reflections upon the people, 
and those by whom you are now hospitably entertained will infer that you will 
thus slander them when you have departed. 
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When ao emimnt has fixed his Jocatioo, he next selects his building spot 
Much will depend upon a judicious choice, in regard to health. An elevated spot 
of ground, remote from lakes and marshes, and where the air circulates freely from 
all points of the compass, is desirable. If a river bottom is chosen, the house should 
be as near the stream, on the highest ground, as is possible, without risk from the 
washing in of the banks. Settlements directly on the margins of the Mississippi 
and Missouri are healthy, compared with situations a few hundred yards distance, 
in the interior of the bottom. Where all other circumstances are equal, the south 
or south-west side of the timber is the most desirable, as throughout the heat of 
summer the winds are usually from the 8outh«west and west, and the timber affords 
protection from the cold north-winds of winter. But an exposure to the north or 
north-west is &r Imm disagreeable than would be imagined. In a very few years, 
by means of orchards and shade trees, sufficient protection can be had. 

All confined places should be avoided, such as ravines, and even coves, or points 
of prairie surrounded by dense timber, unless an opening can be made immediately. 
The currents in the atmosphere appear to act on the same principles as currents in 
the water. Where eddies and counter-currents are formed, there impure vapour 
will concentrate. This is not only true in theory, but holds good in practical ob- 
servatioa When sickness prevails in a family, or a little settlement, the intelli- 
gent and observing physician immediately looks about for the cause ; and if he de- 
tects nothing in the immediate vicinity to generate miasmata, he will probably dis- 
cover circumstances that cause an eddy or a current of impure air, around the 
dwelling. The remark has been .made by observant physicians, that severe sick- 
ness has prevailed in a family located at the head of a small ravine, while other 
fiunilies at a few rods* distance have entirely escaped. Phjrsicians and philosophers 
have not yet determined the nature of that miasma which invariably produces jrel- 
low, bilious, intermittent, and other summer and autumnal fevers; but if it is a 
species of carbonic gas, as some think» it is heavier than the surrounding atmo* 
sphere, is more dense on low grounds and bottoms, and in ravines, and naturally 
concentrates in confined placea But whatever may be its nature as a remote cause 
of disease, it is enough for practical purposes to know, that any spot where the air 
is confined, as a cove in the timber or bluff, or where it is forced through a passage, 
as the head of a ravine, is always less healthy than a spot freely ventilated or 00 
elevated givMind* 

Having fixed on the spot, the next step is to provide eabins or temporary build 
mfp, Thesev and all other dwellings, should be so arranged as to promote venti 
lation in the summer. The door and other apertures should be opposite each other, 
the chimney at the end ; and if a double cabin or one of two rooms is designed, » 
space of 10 or 12 feet between them should be left, and roofed over. Forks may 
be set in the ground, and porches or sheds may be made on the sides, eight feet ip 
width. The eoBL is trifling; and they add greatly to the coolness of the dwelling 
in summer, and its warmth in winter, besides protecting the body of the house 
from raina Hundreds of cabins are made without a nail or particle of iron about 
them, or a sin^e piece of sawed plank. 

The first buildings put up are cabins made of Ic^ which are constructed after 
the following manner: Straight trees are felled of a size that a common team ran 
drew, or, as the phrase ia, ' smike' them to the intended spot The common form 
of a large cabin is that called a * double cabin ;' that is, two square pens, with an 
open space between, connected by a roof above and a floor below, so as to form a 
parelleloOTam of nearly triple the length of its depth* In the open space the fami- 
ly take their meals, during the pleasant weather ; and it serves the threefold pur- 
pose of kitchen, lumber-room, and dining-room. The loffs of which it is composed 
are notched on to one another in the form of a square. The roof is covered with 
thin splits of oak, not unlike staves. Sometimes they are made of ash, and in thn 
lower country, of cypress ; and they are called clapboards. Instead of being 
nailed, they are generally confined in their place by heavy timber, laid at right 
angles across them. This gives the roof, of a cabin a unique and shaggy appear- 
ance ; bat if the clapboards have been carefully prepared from good timber, they 
form a roof sufficiently impervious to common reins. The floora are made from 
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in the harvest-field will earn firom one dollar and a half to two dollars per 
day. 

The most affectionate counsel (says Mr. Flint) we would give an immigrant, after 
an acquaintance with all the districts of the Western Gentry of sixteen years, 
is to regard the salubrity of the spot selected, as a consideration of more impor- 
tance t^n its fertility, or vicinity to a market ; to supply himself with a good 
manual of domestic medicine, if such a manual is to be round ; still more, to oMain 
simple and precise notions of the more obvious aspects of disease, — an acquisition 
woith a hundred times its cost; and, more than all to a backwoodisman, to have a 
lancet and sufficient experience and firmness of hand to open a vein ; to have a 
small but well-labelled and well-supplied medicine-chest ; and to be, after all, very 
cautious about either taking or administering its contents, reserving them for 
emergencies, and for a choice of evils ; to depend for health, on temperance, mode- 
ration in all things, a careful confbrmil^ in fbod and dress to circumstances and the 
climate, and particularly let him observe a rigid and undeviating abstinence from 
that loathsome and murderous western poison, whiskey^ which may be pronounced 
the prevalent miasm of the country. Let every immigrant learn the mystery and 
provide the materials to make good beer. Let him also, during the season of ac- 
climation, especially in the sultry months, take medicine by way of prevention, 
twice or thrice, with abstinence from labour a day or two afterwards. Let him 
have a Bible for a constant counsellor, and a few good books for instruction and 
amusement Let him have the dignity and ^ood sense to train his family reli^ous- 
ly, and not to be blown about bv every wmd of doctrine in religion, politics, or 
opinions. Let his rifle rust, and let the game, unless it come into his field, live 
on. Let him cultivate a garden of choice fruit, as well as a fine orchard. Let 
him keep bees, for their management unites pleasure and profit Let him prepare 
for silk-making cm a small and gradual scale. Let him cultivate grapes by way 
of experiment Let him banish unreal wants, and learn the master secret of 
self-possession, and be content with such things as he has, aware that every posi- 
tion in life has advantages and trials. Let him assure himself that if an indepen- 
dent farmer cannot be happy, no man can. Let him magnify his calling, respect 
himself, envy no one, axid raise to the Author of all good constant aspirations of 
thankfulness as he eats the bread of peace and privacy?' 

fflSTORY. 

The name which now belongs exclusively to this state was, during a great part 
of the last century, bestowed upon all that vast tract of countrjr which lies north 
and west of the Ohio, and was derived from the Illini or Illinois, a tribe which 
appears to have possessed the country situated on the banks of the Ulinob river. 
They were noted for their hospitality, generosity, and kind treatment of stranger& 
The name is said by Hennepin to si^ify a full-grown man. The first settlements 
within the present limits of Illinois, were, like those of Indiana, made by the 
French, ana were the consequence of the adventurous enterprize of M. be la 
Salle, in search of the Mississippi. This traveller set out from Canada, in the 
year 1670, in company with Father Hennepin and a few followers, and, passing up 
the lakes to the head of Lake Michigan, descended the Illinois river. After re- 
maining some time, he returned to Canada; from whence he set out with a num- 
ber of volunteers in 1673, for Illinois, and shortly afterwards founded the settle- 
ments of Kaskaskia and Cahobia. Here La Salle left his colony, and descended 
the Mississippi to its mouth. At the commencement of the eighteenth century, 
the settlements in Illinois are represented to have been in a flourishing sitnatien. 
The descriptions given by French writers of the country at this time, were of the 
most captivating kind ; its beautifiil scenery, fertile prairies, and supposed mineral 
wealth. Were painted in glowing colours, and a new paradise seemed to open to 
Frenchmen on the banks of the lUinois. 

At the termination of hostilities between the French and English, in 1763, the 
Illinois country, with Canada, was ceded to the British government : and in 1765, 
Capt Sterling, of the royal Highlanders, took possession of Illinois. He was sue 
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ceeded by Major Fanner, who was relieved by Col. Reed in 1766< The prineipal 
military post and seat of government during these changes, was at fort Chartres. 

The administration of CoL Reed was extremely unpopular with the inhabitants, 
and is said to have been a course of military oppression. In 1768 he was succeed^ 
ed by Lieut CoL Wilkins, who established a court of justice amongst the people, 
and appointed seven judges to settle all matters relative to debts and property. 

During the revolutionary war, the Virginia militia, under command of General 
George Rodgers Clarke, made an excursion through the Indian country, subjugated 
fort Ubartres, Kaskaskia, and other posts on the Mississippi, and then conducted a 
successful expedition against Port Vincent, now Vinccnne& This was in 1778. 
The same year, the legislature of Virginia organized a county in this remote re- 
gion, called '* lUijunSj^^ and appointed a magistrate over it with extensive powers, 
styled lieutenant-goveror. Timothy Demonbrun was appointed to this office. 
This territory was afterwards ceded by Virginia to the United States^ and formed 
a portion of the North-western Territory, by whose authority the county of Illinois 
was divided, and the names of St Clair and Randolph given. In 1800, it was in- 
cluded within the limits of Indiana territory, and at that time the country that 
forms the present state of Illinois contained about 3000 inhabitants. Many of the 
officers and soldiers that accompanied General Clarke in his expedition became 
enamoured with the country, returned with their fomilies and formed the early 
American settlements. Otlier persons settled in Kaskaskia about the same time 
to engage in the Indian trade. 

Atler the year 1800, the population increased considerably from emigration. In 
1809, a territorial government was formed, and the population the next year 
amounted to 12,282. During the last war between Great Britain and the United 
States, Illinois, in common with other frontier districts, felt the calamities of war- 
fare. The defence of the long line of frontier, from the mouth of the Missouri 
across the territory to Shawneetowo, depended upon the energy and vigilance of 
the citizens, under the able and indefatigable governor, the late iVinian JB^wards. 

In 1812, the territory, which had been under the government of the governor 
and judges, entered upon the second grade of territorial government, with a legis- 
lature, and a delegate in Congress. In 1818, the constitution was framed, and 
Illinois was receiv«l into the union as the twenty-second state. 

The constitution of this state does not admit involuntary servitude, or the tenure 
by which masters hold slaves. Some unsuccessful efibrts were made by the immi- 
grants from the slave-holding states to have it amended to admit of slavery. The 
question was casually agitated in the papers, and a convention for the purpose was 
proposed. But the moderation and ffood sense of the people allowed this irritating 
mvestigation to sleep undisturbed. This great state, with unoccupied and fertile 
soil, to support millions of agricultursdists in affluence, must ultimately become 
populoas and powerful. 

By different treaties the Indians have ceded the whole of their territorial claim 
to lands in Illinois to the general ^vernment The country experienced almost 
entire freedom fhun their depredations after the late war with Great Britain, until 
18^)2. In that year the savages, under their celebrated chief. Black Hawk, com- 
mitted many cruel murders, and for a time excited considerable alarm in the 
northern parts of the state; but being efiectually reduced, the remnant have been 
since settled in the country west of the Mississippi river, and all apprehensions of 
danger from the same cause in future entirely removed. 
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ADAMS County is bounded north by Hancock, soutli by Pike, east by Schoyler 
and Pike counti^ and west by the Mississippi river, which ibrms its boandary for 
about 96 miles : it was organized from Pike county in 1823, and contains about 800 
square miles, or upwards of half a million acres, and is in length 90 milefl^ with 
an average breadth of about 25. 

This county is well proportioned into prairie and timber land, and is inferior to 
none in the state in the quality and fertility of its soil The population in 1835 
was 7042, and consists mostly of industrious and enterprizing fiirmers. Its streams 
are Bear creek and branches, M'Kee*s creek. Mill, Fail, and Pigeon creeks. 

Its county town is Quincy, situated on a bluff of the Mississiopi : it is the seat 
of the land office for the sale of the public lands north and east or the Illinois nver, 
and is a place of considerable business The other places in Adams county are 
Columbus, ClajTton, Guilford, Fairfield, and Payson, which are all small villages. 
The latter, about 15 miles south-east from Quincy, is a thriving place, surrounded 
by a well settled country ; it contains several stores, which transact a considerable 
anx>unt of business. 

ALEXANDER is the most southern county in the state, and c om p ri ses the 
peninsula situated between the Mississippi and Ohio rivers. It is bounded north 
by Union, and east by Johnson countj, on the west and south by the Mississippi, 
and south-east by the Ohio river ; it is 24 miles long, with an average width of 18 
miles; the area is about 378 square miles. This couuty is generally well tim- 
bered, and its soil fertile. It is watered by Cash river, a small stream emptying 
into the Ohio river seven miles above its junction with the Mississippi. 

This county, although so favourably situated at the junction of two large and 
important rivers, derives from this circumstance little or no advantage. Herci 
where we should naturally expect to find a large and flourishing town, the entrepot 
of produce and merchandise passing' to and mm the north, east, south, and west, 
we have little else than the remains of a deserted warehouse. It unfortunately 
happens that at, and for a considerable distance above the junction of these streams, 
their banks are low, and subject to annual inandatk>ns; and such is the height to 
which the water rises on them, that they could not, without much expense, be 
made safe, and, far less, comfortable places of residence. The importance of a 
good town site immediately at the junction of these two streams, has for many 
years excited the attention of thejenterprizing; and accordingly various plans have 
been suggested to accomplish thltf object by artificial means^ but as yet without 
uuccess. The population of this county in 1835, was 2050. 

Its seat of justice^ Unity, a small place lately laid out on Cash river. Trinity^ 
Caledonia, and Napoleon, are villages on the Omo river. 

BOND County is watered by the Easkaskia river and its tribntnrnft. Its shr- 
face is generally level or gently undulating, and duly nroportioned into timber and 
prairie. This county was taken fVom Madison in 1817, and was formerly more 
extensive than at present ; its area is 960 square miles ; length 20, and breadth 18 
miles: it is watered by Shoal creek and its branches, and is bounded on the north. 
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bf Montgomery, east by Fayette, south by Ciinton, and west by Madison county. 
The population in l83o, was 3560. 

Its seat of justice is Greenville, a pleasant village on the east fork of Shoal 
creek : it contains about 200 inhabitants. It has four stores, three taverns, three 
physicians, one lawyer, and mechanics of various trades. 

BOONE is one of the most northern counties in the state. It is bounded on 
the north bv Rock and Walworth counties of Wisconsin territory, south by Kane, 
east by M'Henry, and west by Winnebago county. It contains an area of 504 
square miles, and is in length 24, and in breadth 21 miles, and was formed in 1837 
from portions of Winnebago and M'Heniy counties, and contains a population 
estimated at 000. 

Most of the land in this and the adjoining counties, is yet unsurve^ed, and of 
course has not been offered for sale by the general government It is, notwith- 
standinff, rapidly settling up with an enterprizing population. The soil is fertile, 
and well adapted to raismg all the different kinds of agricultural produce common 
to this part of the state : the surface is mostly a rich undulating prairie, with a 
considerable quantity of timber scattered over the county, principally in troves 
and oak openings, of which the chief of the former is Norwegian Grove. Boone 
county is, for judicial purposes, attached to Jo Daviess. Its county seat is not yet 
laidoff 

The only town in the county is Belvidere, a small settlement on the stage road 
from Chicaeo to Galena. It is in the western part of the county, on Squaw prairie, 
and has a delighVul appearance. Near the town site is a mound, fitly rods long 
and about thirty rods wide, elevated seventy feet above the bottom lands of Rock 
river. On the top of this mound is the cemetery of an Indian called Big Thunder. 
He died about the period of the Sauk war in 1831 or 1832, and was placed in a 
sitting posture on a fag mat, wrapped in blankets, his scalping-knife by his side to 
cut the plugs of tobacco that are onered him. Over the body is constructed a cov- 
ering of wood and earth, with an opening in front, where Big Thunder may be 
seen sittincf, with his tobacco lying before him. The Indians still visit the place 
to replenish his stores of tobacco, whiskey, &c. 

The citizens of this region are about to erect a college edifice on this spot, in a 
vault under which the b^ies of Big Thunder will repose unmolested. A charter 
was granted for the purpose at the recent session of the legislature. 

CALHOUN County occupies the most southern part of the Military Bounty 
tract, and is a long narrow piece of land lying between the Mississippi and IllincHs 
rivers, about 37 miles in length, and from 4 to 12 miles in breadth, containing an 
area of about 264 square miles. On the rivers considerable tracts are subject to 
inundation, and in the interior are blufis, ravines, and sink holes ; still there are 
considerable portions of good land, and the bottoms furnish excellent range for 
stock. Cattle, beeC pork, corn, honey and beeswax are its exports. Coal in large 
bodies is found on the Mississippi in ue southern part of the county. 

Guilford, on the west side of the Illinois river, and about 15 miles finom its 
mouth, is the seat of justice ; it has been but lately settled, and is said to be well 
situated for business purposes. A company has been chartered to cut a canal from 
the Illinois river at Guilfbi^ to the Mississippi, near Gilead ; the distance does not 
exceed three miles, and by tunnelling a short distance under the blufi^ it is said 
the work can be accomplished, and a steamboat canal constructed at comparatively 
small expense. This communication would save fifty miles navigation from the 
Illinois river to the upper Mississippi ; and as the latter is elevated considerably 
above the former, would create an immense water-power, which is the object of 
the company. The other towns are, Gilead, the late seat of justice, three-K>urths 
of a mile from, and Milan and Hamburg on, the Mississippi, and Belleview on Bay 
river. 



CASS County is, next to Wabash, the smallest in the state. It was kid <^ 
fhun the north part of Morgan county in 1837, and contains a little more than seven 



full townships, or about 260 square miles. It is 29 miles in extent from east to 
west, and avera^in^ about 11 broad. It is bounded on the north by Sangamon 
county, from which it b separated from the river of the same name, south by Mor- 
gan, east by San^mon, and west by Schuyler, the Illinois river forming the bound- 
ary. The land is about equally divided into timber and prairie, the surface undu- 
lating, and the soil generally very rich. It is well settled, the population being 
estimated at about 6SO0. 

The towns are Beardstown, Virginia, Monroe, and Richmond. The first is the 
seat of justice, and one of the most thriving places on the Illinois river ; its com- 
merce is extensive, and it is the dep6t for the produce of a large region of country. 
Virmia is a town lately laid ofi^ nearly in the centre of the county, on the main 
road ^m Beardstown to Springfield, 12 miles from the former and 33 from the 
latter ; the site is high and dry, partly prairie and partly tiniber, and very healthy. 
It contains already three stores, a tavern, a school for females, and another for boys a 
short distance &om the town ; a church, and several public improvements are in 
progress. 

CHAMPAIGN County is bounded on the north by the attached part of Ver- 
million, on the south by Coles, east by Vermillion, and on the west by Macon and 
M'Lean counties, and is 36 miles in length, by 30 in breadth ; area 1060 square 
miles. It is watered by the head streams of the Sangamon, Kaskaskia, and Biff 
Vermillion. The county contains extensive prairies, indented with beautifiii 
groves of fine timber, with a rich and fertile soil; it is well adapted to the growth 
of stock, and will prove undoubtedly a healthy region. This county was organized 
from VermiUion in 1833; inhabitants in 1835, 1045. 

The county town is Urbanna, a small village, situated on the Salt Fork of Ver- 
million river. 

CLARK County is bounded north by Edgar, south by Crawford, west by Coles 
county, and east l^ Wabash river and the state of Indiana. It is from & to 20 
miles in extent from east to west, and 21 from north to south ; area about 500 
square miles. Its streams are, the north fork of the Embarras river. Mill Creek, 
and Big Creek. The surface is tolerably well proportioned into timber and prairie, 
with some firstrrate soil, although the main part of it is but second-rate. This 
county was formed from Crawford, in 1819, and contained in 1835, 3413 inhabitants. 

Its seat of justice is Marshall, on the National Road. The other towns are Dar- 
win, Livingston, Martinsville, and Melrose. Livingston is on the National Road, 
112 miles north-ea^lt from Vandal ia, and 14 south-west from Terre Haute. It has 
tluree stores, three groceries, three taverns, one physician, two ministers of the 
gospel, various mecl^ics, and about 150 inhabitants. 

CLAY County is bounded on the north by Jasper and EflSngham, south by 
Wayne and Edwards, east by Lawrence, and west by Marion and Fayette coun- 
ties. It is in length about 30 miles, and in breadth 21 miles, containing an area 
of about 620 square miles. Its streams are the Little Wabash and its tributaries. 
About two-thirds of the surface is prairie of an inferior quality. This county was 
formed from Wayne, Lawrence, Crawford, and Fayette, in 1824, and contained in 
1835, 1648 inhabitants. 

The towns are Maysville and Louisville. The former is the county town, and 
is situated in Twelve-mile Prairie, not &r from the right bank of the little Wabash 
river. 

CLINTON Coun^ is bounded north by Bond, south by Washington, east by 
Marion, and west by St Clair and Madison counties. It is 30 miles lonff, and 18 
wide, with an area of 504 square miles. The streams which water this coun^ 
are the Kaskaskia river, and its tributaries Crooked, Shoal, and Sugar creeks. It 
is about equally proportioned into prairie and timber land, with an undulating sur- 
fiuse ; the soil is poostly second-rate. Clinton was formed in 1824, fipom Warning- 
ton tmd Bond counties, and contained in 1835, 2648 inhabitants. 
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Its ooaaty town is Carlyle, a village of aboat 200 inhabitants, situated oo the 
west bank of the Kaskaskia river, 100 miles from its mouth, and contains five 
stores, three taverns^ and a grist aiul saw milL 

COLES ComUy ia situated in the eastern part of the state, and is bounded north 
by Champaign, south by Jasper and Effingham, east by Edgar and Clark, and west 
by Shelby imd Macon countiea It is JiS miles long, ami from 28 to 24| wide, 
cootaininff 1298 square miles. It it watered by the Kaskaskia and Embarras 
rivers and their branches; these generally run over a bed of sand, and nSM many 
good mill-sites. Most part of the land is excellent, in some parts prairie predomi- 
nates, but in general the surface is well proportioned into prairie and wood land. 
This county was formed in 1830, from Clark and Edgar, and contained in 1833, 
5125 inhabitants. Most of the settlements are of recent formation ; but its agri- 
cultural productions must soon oxceed those of any other county near the Wabash, 
and will fiod their way to that river for market 

The county town is Charleston, a village situated on the border of Grand Prairie, 
two and a half miles from, and on the west side of the Embarras river, containing 
about 200 inhabitants. 

COOK Qmnty is bounded ncnrth by M'Henry, south by Will, east by lake 
Michigan and part of the state of Indiana, and west by Kane county ; it extends 
from north to south 42 miles, and from east to west 33 miles, and contains an area 
of about 1220 square miles. It is watered bv the Des Planes, Calumet and Chicago 
rivers, and embraces a tract of country tolerably level, of a rich soil, with barge 
prairies, and the timber mostly in groves. This county ¥ms organized in IBSl, and 
oas been settled with great rapidity, numbering in 1835, 9826 inhabitants. 

Its seat of justice is Chicago : the other towns have all been recently settled, 
and are quite small ; they are Canal Port, Napiersville, Dea Planes^ Keepotaw, 
and Thornton. 

CRAWFORD County is 21 miles long, and from 22 to 16 broad, and contains 
about 40d square miles. It is bounded north by Clark, south by Lawrence county, 
east by the Wabash river and the state of Indiana, and west by Jasper county. It 
contains a lar^e proportion of prairie land, of which La Motte Prairie is a level and 
rich tract, well adapted to the growth of corn. The streams which water this 
county are tributaries of the Wabash and Ehnbarras rivers; of the former are Rac- 
coon, Hutson, Sugar, and La Motte creeks. Crawford county was laid off in 1816, 
and was formerly much more extensive than at present It contained in 1835, 
3540 inhabitants. 

The seat of justice is Palestine, situated about three miles west of the Wabash 
river. Here are the offices of the receiver and register for the land district of 
Palestine : the inhabitants are about 220 in number. The other towns in the 
county are Le Roy, Hutson ville, and York. York is situated on the west bank of 
the Wabash river, about 50 miles by the stream above Vincennes, and in the north- 
east comer of tlie county. It contains four stores, one steam saw and flouring 
mill, and a^ population of about 300 inhabitants. Its exports amount to $40,000. 

EDGAR County is bounded north by Vermillion, south by Clark, east by the 
state of Indiana, and west by Coles county. It extends from north to south 27 
miles, and from east to west 25 miles; area, about 660 square miles. It contains 
much prairie land in the western and southern sections; the remainder is tolerably 
well timbered. The soil is in general fertile, and well adapted to the various pro- 
ductions of this state. Ed/o^r was formed from Clark county in 1823, and contained 
in 1835, a population of 666a 

The chief town is Paris, the county seat, a pleasant village on the borders of a 

rich prairie, surrounded with good farms, with a population of 200 inhabitants. 

The other towns are Grand View, and Bloomfield ; the former is a small village 12 

miles south-east from Paris ; it is on, and surrounded by, a b«Lutifhl loUiflg rich 

pfaine. 
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EDWARDS County is watered by the Little Wabash, Bon Pas, and their 
branches. It contains a considerable proportion of prairie land, most of which is 
very fertile. The prairies are principally small, high, undulating, and bounded by 
heavy timber; thus presenting every inducement to the agriculturist It is on 
one of these that the English settlement formed by Messrs. Birkbeck and Flowers 
is located. This county is 22 miles long from north to south, and 16 from east to 
west, with an area of about 355 square miles. It was formed in 1814 from Galla- 
tin, and 18 bounded north by Lawrence, south by White, eas( by Wabash, and west 
by Wayne county : inhabitants in 1835, 2006. 

The county-town, Albion, is situated on a high and healthy situation, being little 
sul^ect to those diseases which are so prevalent in many parts of this state dnrins 
the summer and autumn. The surrounding country is very fertile, and is hand- 
somely diversified with woodland and prairie ; it contains about 200 inhabitanta 

EFFINGHAM County is bounded north by Shelby and Coles, sooth by Clay 
and Fayette, east by Jasper, and west by Fayette county. Area, 48i8 square mUes ; 
length 24 miles, and breadth 21. It is watered by the Little Wabash and its tri- 
butaries, and contains good second-rate land nearly level The bottom lands on the 
Little Wabash are tolerably rich, and heavily timbered. This county was taken 
from Fayette in the year 1831 : its inhabitants in 1835 numbered 1055. Ewington, 
the county town, is on the National Road, 29 miles north-east from Vandalia, and 
is situated on the west bank of the Little Wabash river, on an elevated site, sur- 
rounded with timber. 

FA YETTE County was created in 1821, and at the time of its first formation 
was nearly 200 miles in length, but has since been divided into several eountiesi 
It is bounded north by Shelby, south by Marion and Clinton, east by Effingham, 
and west by Bond and Montgomery counties. It is from 33 to 27 miles long, and 
24 broad ; and contains 684 square mile& It is watered by the Kaskaskia river 
and its tributaries, the principal of which in this county are Hurricane Fork, Ram- 
sey's, and Beck's, on the west, and Hickory and Bi^ creeks on the east The banks 
of the Kaskaskia are generally low, and subject to mundation : a rise in this stream 
is frequently occasioned by slig)it rains, in consequence of the numerous tributaries. 
This, however, is only of short duratbn. There is in this county a heavy growth 
of timber along the Kaskaskia river and Hurricane Fork ; there is also a good por- 
tion of prairie land. The soil is mostly second-rate. In 1835, the population 
amounted to 3638. 

The Seminary Township is a settlement in the south-west comer of the county, 
being township five north and one west of the third principal meridian. It is a 
towi^ip of land, 36 miles square, granted by congress to Illinois for purposes of 
education. It has since been relinquished to the general government, and in 
place thereof^ an equal quantity is to be selected from unsold lands within the state. 
The Kaskaskia river crosses its south-eastern part, and the Hurricane Fork runs 
through it near its western boundary. 

It is proportioned into timber and prairie, contains much good land, and about 
35 &milies. 

The seat of justice is Vandalia, the present capital of the state. , 

FRANKLIN Countv is situated in the southern part of the state, and is bounded 
north by Jefierson, south by Johnson and Union, east by Hamilton and Gallatin, 
and west by Jackson and Randolph counties. It is 36 miles in length, and 24 in 
breadth : its area is 864 square miles. This county is watered by Big Muddy river 
and the branches of Saline creek. It is well timbered ; the prairies are generally 
small and fertile ; sand predominates in the soil. The banks of the streams are 
low, and subject to annual inundations. Franklin is similar in character and pro- 
ductions to the neighbouring counties; and is capable of being made a rich agri- 
cultiiral district This county was organized in 1818, and in 1835 contained 5d51 
inhabitants. Frankfort, the county town, is a small village, situated on a tributary 
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of the middle fork of Big Maddy creek, an elevated grooiid, on the main stage- 
road from Shawneetown to St Louis. 

FULTON County is situated in the Military Bounty Tract, on the west bank 
of the Illinois river. It is bounded north by Knox and Peoria, south by Schuyler, 
east by Peoria, Tazewell, and Sangamon, and west by Warren, M'Donough, and 
Schuyler counties. It is in its greatest length 96 miles, and greatest breadth, 30 ; 
containing an area of 864 square miles. The streams wluch water it are the 
Illinois and Spoon rivers, and Otter and Copperas creeks. About half of the 
county is heavily timbered ; the residue is rich undulating prairie. This county 
was laid off from Pike in 1825, and contained in 1835 a populatbn of 5917. 
Lewistown, the seat of justice, is situated about six miles west of the Illinois river, 
and four miles north-east of Spoon river : it is surrounded with a heavy body of 
timber, and contains a population of about 200. The other towns are Tuscumbia, 
Middletown, Utica, Liverpool, Ellisville, Bernadotte, Farmington, and Canton: 
the latter is a thriving town, and the largest in the county. iSverpool is a small 
town recently laid out on the right bank of the Illinois, six miles above the mouth 
of Spoon river, and about twelve from Canton, of which it is the landing-place, and 
will be the commencing point for the Liverpool, Canton, and Knoxville rail-road. 

Farmin^^ton is situated m the north-east corner of the county, 25 miles due west 
fVora Peoria : it was laid off in August 1835, and now contains between twenty 
and thirty houses, besides four stores, one physician, and a number of mechanics. 

QALLATIN Couniy is situated in the south-western part of the state: its 
greatest length is about 37 miles, with a medium breadth of 25; and its area is 
750 square miles. It is bounded north by White and Hamilton counties, south by 
Pope coun^, east by the states of Kentucky and Indiana, and west by Franklin 
county. Situated as it is at the junction of the Wabash and Ohio rivers, its east- 
em boundary is washed by those streama The interior is watered by Saline creek 
and its tributaries. 

This county contains a large proportion of timbered land, which is particularly 
valuable on account of its contiguity to the salt springs : these are situated on 
Saline creek, about 20 miles above its junction with the Ohio river. The principal 
sprinF was formerly possessed by the Indians, who valued it highlv, and called it 
the Great Salt Spring ; and it appears probable, from a variety of circumstances, 
that they had been long acquainted with the method of making salt Large frag- 
ments of earthen-ware are continually found near the works, botii on and under 
the surface of the earth. They have on them the impression of basket or wicker 
work. These salines now fumish large quantities of salt for home consumption, 
as well as for exportation. 

In a treaty between the United States, and the Delaware, Shawanee, Pottawa- 
tomie, Eel River, Weea, Kickapoo, and Piankasaw tribes, at Fort Wayne, on the 
7th of June, 1803, this saline was ceded to the United States, with a quantity of 
Und, not exceeding four miles, surrounding it, in consideration of which, the United 
States engaged to deliver annually to the said Indians, a quantity of salt not ex- 
ceeding 150 bushels, to be divided among the several trib^ in such a manner as 
the general council of chiefe may determine. For a number of years, it was pos- 
sessed by the United States, with a reservation of 161 sections (^ land in the vicinity, 
the whole of which were ceded in 1818 to the state of Illinois, by whom it was 
leased to difierent individuals for about 10,000 dollars per annum. The works are 
situated on section 20, township 9, south range 8, east of the third principal me- 
ridian. Saline creek is navigable to the works, and the surplus salt is thus shipped 
to southern marketa 

This part of Illinois is well adapted to the growth of stock : large amounts of 
horses, beef, pork, cattle, lumber, and tobacco, are sent out of the county. Gallatin 
county was organized in 1812 : its population in 1835 amounted to 8660. 

The seat of justice for this countv is Equality, a town with a populatkxi of four 
or five hundred, on the east side of Saline creek. It is situatea in the midst of 
the salt manufactories, fourteen miles north-east fVom Shawneetown. The latter 
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is the principal commercial town in the Bouthem part of the state. It is eitnated 
on the west bank of the Ohio river, about ten miles below the mouth of the 
Wabash. 

GREENE County, on the lUinois river, is 41 miles in len^fth, and 24 in breadth ; 
area, about 900 square miles. It is bounded north by Morsan, south by Madison 
and Calhoun counties and the state of Missouri, east by Macoupin, and west by 
Calhoun and Pike counties, from which it is separated by the Illinois river. This 
b one of the richest districts in the state. Fine water-courses, a fertile soil, and 
contiguity to navigable streams, are some of the many advantages which it pos- 
sesses. It contains a large proportion of timbered lajid, and is diversified with 
ffently undultaing prairies, some of which are beautiful beyond description. The 
banks of the Mississippi, in the southerly parts of the county, are generally com- 
posed of perpendicular clifi, varying in height firom 80 to 100 feet, consisting of 
horizontal strata of lime and sandstone, frequently imbedded in coal. The latter 
does not show itself at the face of the clifl^ but is found in great abundance a 
short distance from it These clifi^ commence at Alton, and extend along the 
Mississippi and Illinois rivers to the northern part of the county ; sometimes, how- 
ever, receding several miles east, leaving a low and fertile alluvion, which is usually 
timbered on &e banks of the river, and a prairie sur&ce towards the bluil&. Greene 
county was erected from Madison in 1821. The inhabitants in 18S5 numbered 
12,274 

The Prairies in this county are generally very rich, fertile, and well settled : the 
principal of them are String, Macoupin, and Lorton's Prairies. 

String Prairie lies between Macoupin and Apple creeks, commencing four miles 
west of Carrollton, and extending fifteen miles east, and from half a mile to three 
miles in width. It is a rich, level tract, and mdst of it in a state of cultivation. 

Macoupin Prairie, in the southern part of the county, between the Piasau and 
Macoupin, is moderately undulating, rich, and rapidly settling. The road from 
Alton to Carrollton passes through Siis prairie. 

Towards the Illinois river on the west, and the Macoupin creek on the east, are 
extensive bodies of fine timber. Emigrants from Vermont, and other northern and 
eastern states, are covering over this part of the county with fine farms. The 
settlement in the south part of this prairie is sometimes called South Greene. 

Lorton*s Prairie is on the north side of Apple creek, in the upper part of the 
county. It is a tract of excellent land, has good timber, and contains about eighty 
fiimilies. 

Piper's Point settlement is 16 miles north-east from Carrollton, adjoining String 
Prairie, and the timber of Apple creek. The land is tolerably level, rich, and pro- 
portionably divided into timber and prairie. There are sixty or seventy fikmilies in 
this settlement 

BluflUale is a flourishing settlement, ten miles west of Carrollton, and under the 
hiutb that overhang the Qlinois bottom. The huid is rich, dry, and beautifully 
situated for six miles in extent, under overhanging blufSs and precipices from which 
springs of ^ crystal waters*' gush forth. The settlement is generally arranged 
along the blufii from Apple creek to the Macoupin, from three to four miles from 
the Illinois river, and consists of fifty or sixty families. The settlement of Bluff* 
dale has two stores, one grocery, one tavern, one minister of the gospel, and a 
Baptist congregation, one post-office, one school, and various mechanics. 

Carrollton, the seat of justice, is situated nearly midway in the county. It is 35 
miles from Alton, 106 north-west from Vandalia, and 887 from Washington City. 
It is surrounded by rich and fertile districts of country, densely populated. The 
other towns in the county are Whitehall, Albany, Newport, Blufidale, Fayette, 
Greenfield, Jerseyville, Camden, and Grafton. 

HAMILTON County is bounded north by Wayne, south by Gallatin, east by 
White, and west by Franklin and Jefierson counties. It is in length 24, and in 
breadth 18 miles ; area, 432 square miles. This county is watered by branches 
of Saline creek and Little Wabash rivec, and contains about an equal proportion of 



pnirie and timbered land : the soil is moeUy second ind third rate. Hamilton 
county was formed from White county in 1S21, and obtained in 1895 a popula- 
tion of 2877. 

M^Leansboro*, the seat of iustice, is a small village of about 120 inhabitants, 
situated on high ground, on the nead waters of the north fork c^ Saline Creek. 

HANCOCK County is bounded oo the north Ij Warren county and the Mis- 
sissippi river, south by Adams county, east by M'Doiiough county, and west by the 
MiBsiasippi. it contains near 800 square miles. It was formed from Pike county 
in 182S, but was not organized as a county for several vears afterwards. In 1884, 
Hancock only gave 357 votes, and had a population of 1785 inhabitants; now, its 
population cannot be much short of 5000, and is steadily and rapidly increasing 
with enterprising farmers and industrious mechanics. Carthage, the county sea^ 
was laid on about four years ago, on the borders of a large imd beautiful prairie, 
known as Hancock Prairie, and about half a mile from the timber, skirting (me of 
the head branches of Crooked creek. The population of Carthage must be now 
(July, 1837,) 350 or 400, with 40 or 50 houses. There are four stores, two public 
bouses, one suddler, several carpenters, one or two shoemakers, two practising 
physicians^ three lawyers, one wheeiright, two blacksmiths, two or three cabinet- 
makers, and three groceries. There are in Carthage a small society of Congre- 
^tionaiists, and one of Methodists, and one of Baptists in the vicinity ; and, what 
18 perhaps worthy of remark, they all hold meetings in the same house. There is 
a temperance society here, numbering forty or fifty members, and a female benev- 
olent society, numbering ten or fifteen. There is also a good school generally kept 
here. 

There are several other towns of some importance in Hancock county, among 
which are the following : Warsaw, five miles below the foot of the rapids, on the 
Mississijppi, is thrivinfi^ rapidly, and n destined to attain a high rank amcmg the 

I towns of the west llie advantages of its situation are obvious, being opposite the 
mouth of the Des Moines river, and the point of termination for the contemplated 
rail-road oonnectingthe Illinois with the Mississippi It has a steam-mill, several 
stores, and about §00 inhabitants. St Mary's, Augusta, and La Harpe, are all 
flourishing towns, and are situated in the midst of excellent neighbourhoods. The 
other towns are, Montebello, Commerce, and Apanooce, all on the Mississippi river. 

HENRY Countjf has been laid off, and the boundaries specified; but, for judi- 
cial purposes, it is attached to Knox county. It is bounded on the north by Kock 
river and Whiteside county, south by Knox, east by Putnam, and west by Mercer 
and Rock Island countiea It is thirty miles in extent from east to west, and the 
same in breadth, except at the north-west comer, where it touches Rock river: 
area, about 850 square milea It is watered by Rock and Green rivers, and the 
head branches of £dward*s, Pope*s and Spoon riversi This counhr contains some 
rich undulating prairies and groves, with a eood deal of wet and swampy land ; 
but generally it is not equal in fertility of sou to those around it The population 
is small, amounting in 1835, only to 118 persons. 

Andover, Lagrange, and Morristown, are small villagesi recently settled. 

IROQUOIS County is 42 miles long, and 34 broad, contaminff an area of 1428 

I square miles. It is bounded on the north by Will county, soutti hf Vermillk>n, 
east by the slate of Indiana, and west by the attached part of Vermillion county. 
It is watered by the Iroqnon river, and by Sugar and Spring creeks^ and other tri- 
butaries of that stream. The surface of this county is mwtly prairie, some of it 
very rich, with here and there sand ridges and plaina The timber is rather scanty, 
and is found chiefly in groves, and in strips along the water-coursea There are 
considerable settlements on the Iroquois river, and also alon^ Sugar creek. The 
county was laid off in 1833, and contained in 1835, 1164 inhi^itanta 

Its seat of justice is Montgomery, situated on the south bank of Iroquois river. 
The other villages are Concord on the opposite side of the river, and Plato on the 
left bank of the same stream, and about fifteen miles nearly west finom the former. | 
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Iroqudifl City has been lately laid off, near the centre of the county, and will pro- 
bably become the seat of justice. 

JACKSON County is in the southern part of the state, and is bounded on the 
west by the Mississippi river and part of Randolph county, north by Perry and 
Randolph, east by Franklin, and south by Union county. Its lenj?th from north to 
south is 24 miles, and trom east to west from 18 to 28 miles. The area is about 
565 square miles. It is watered by the Big Muddy river and its tributaries. The 
surface of the county is mostly timbered, although it contains many prairies. 
Muddy river, which meanders through the interior of the county, is navigable for 
a considerable distance) and affords to the inhabitants every facility for exporting 
their surplus produce. On this stream there is a saline or salt spring, where con- 
siderable quantities of salt are manufactured. A large body of excellent coal ex- 
ists about twenty-five miles up this stream. The l^d is said to be inexhaustible, 
and it is worked to some extent This county was formed in 1816, and contained 
in 1835 a population of 2783 inhabitants. 

The Fountain Bluff, frequently called the " Big Hill," in the south-west corner 
of the county, is a singularly formed eminence,, or rocky blufl^ on the riVer Missis- 
sippi, eight miles above the mouth of the Big Muddy river. It is of an oval shape, 
eifi^ht miles in circumference, and with an elevation of 300 feet The western 
side is on the river, and the top is broken, full of sink holes, with shrubs and scat- 
tering timber. The north side is nearly perpendicular rock, but the south side is 
sloping, and ends in a fine rich tract of soil, covered with farms. East is an exten- 
sive and low bottom with lakes and swamps. Fine springs of limpid water gush 
out from the foot of this bluff on all sides. 

North, and along the bank of the Mississippi, is dry and rich alluvion, with a 
line of fkrms known by the name of the *' Settlement under the Bluff" 

Brownsville, the seat of justice, is a small village, nearly in the centre of the 
county, and on the north bank of the Bis Muddy river. It is about twelve miles 
by land, and twenty-five by water, to the Mississippi river. The population is 
about 120 persons. 

• JASPER County is bounded north by Coles, south by Lawrence and Clay, east 
by Crawford, and west by Effingham and qliiy counties. It is in extent from north 
to south 22 miles, from east to west 23, and contains an area of 506 square miles. 
This county was formed in 1831, and in 1835 contained 415 inhabitants. It is 
watered by the Embarras river and its tributaries, and also the streams flowing into 
the Little Wabash. It contains some fertile tracts, but much of both the prairie 
and timber land is level, wet, and of an inferior quality. 

Newton, the seat of justice, is a small place, on the right bank of the Embarras 
river. 

JEFFERSON County is situated centrally between the Mississippi and Wa- 
bash rivers. It was organized in 1819, and forms a square of 24 miles, with an 
area of 576 square miles. It is bounded on the north by Marion, south by Frank* 
lin, east by Wayne and Hamilton, and west by Perry and Washington counties. 
It is watered chiefly by the branches of the Big Muddy river, and also by streams 
flowing into the Skillet fork of Little Wabash river. The surface of the country 
is about one-third prairie; the remainder, timber. The soil is tolerable second- 
rate land. It was organized in 1819, from Edwards and White counties. The 
inhabitants in 1835 amounted to 3350. 

There are several compact settlements in different parts of the county : the 
prmcipal are, Moore's, Gun, Long, and Jordan's Prairie Settleme^sts. 

Moore^s Prairie Settlement is fi'om six to twelve miles south-east of Mount Ver- 
non.' It consists of about 75 families. The prairie is eight miles long, and fh>m 
two to three miles wide. Some portions of it are flat aBd wet, and c^er parts 
dry and undulating; 

Gun Prairie is six miles south of Mount Vernon. It is two miles long, and one 
wide. The land is good, and the settlement contains twenty families. I 

maBmBssiaaBSsasssassssaBssssssaBs^sssssaBSBm^^ 




83 SKETCHES OF ILLINOIS. 



Looff Prairie is five miles west of Mount Vernon. It lies between the Middle 
and West forks of Big Muddy river, is tolerably fertile, and is four miles long and 
one mile and a half wide. The settlement contains forty families. 

Jordan's Prairie, six miles north of Mount Vernon, is five miles long, and one 
mile and a half wide. The land is lecond-rate, and the settlement contains fifty 
families. 

Mount Vernon, the seat of justice, is near the centre of the county, on a branch 
ot* the Big Muddy river. It is pleasantly situated, on the north side of Carey's 
Prairie, and surrounded with a considerable settlement The population is about 
150. It has six stores, three groceriesi one tavern, two physicians, two ministers, 
a courtphouse and jail, a Methodist Episcopal and a Baptist society, besides various 
mechanical establishments. 

JO DA VIE8S County occupies the nortb-west comer of the state, and includes 
the best settled part of the lead-mine region within the limits of Illinois. It is 
bounded on the north by Wii«consin Territory, south by Whiteside county, east by 
the counties of Stephenson and O^le, and west by Wisconsin Territory, from 
which it is separated by the Mississippi river. It comprised until latelyall the 
country lying north-west of Rock river, but has been divided into several counties. 
It now exteMS from east to west frouj 34 to 15 miles, and from nortli to south 36, 
containing an area of about doO square miles. Bes.des the Mississippi, it is 
watered by the Pekatonica, Fever, and Apple rivers, and Rush and Plum creeks, 
on which there are many good mill-sites. This is a rich county, both for tigricul- 
tural and mining purposes. The surface is mostly undulating prairie, and occa- 
sionally hilly. Timber is scarce. Lead and copper are found in abundance, of 
which the first forms the chief staple and article of export Jo Daviess county 
was laid off in 1827, and contained in 1835, 4038 iniiabitonta 

About twelve miles cast of Galena, the surrounding country rises to the height 
of seven or eight hundred feet above the general level of the mining district 
From the centre of this elevation. Mount St Charles shoots up like a pyramid, 150 
feet high. The hose of the whole mount includes two or three square miles; the 
base of, the pyramid is oue-fourth of a mile in length, and 250 yards in br^th. 
Its top k long and quite narrow. The whole mound, as is the case with many, 
smaller oiies, is a natural formation. 

Galena, the seat of justice of the county, is on the right bank of Fever river^ a 
few miles fix>m the Mississippi, and is the most important town in the lead-mine 
district 

The other towns are, Gratiot's Grove, about 15 miles north-east from Galena ; 
Wapeto, at the falls of Apple river; and Savannah, on the east bank of the Mis- 
sissippi river, at the mouth of Plum creek. 

JOHNSON County is situated in the sonthem part of the state, and is bounded 
north by Franklin, south by the Ohio river, east by Pope, and west by Union and 
Alexander counties. It is irom 31 to 25 miles in length, and in breadth 18, with 
an area of about 486 square miles. The interior of the county is watered by the 
heads of Cash river and Big Bay creek. The southern boundary is washed by the 
Ohio, the banks of which are generally fertile. Occasionally they consist of ledges 
of perpendicular rocks, which, by extending across the river, form what is called 
the Little and Grand Chain, so much dreaded by those who navigate this river. 
Near these, however, are pilots who are acquainted with the dumnel, and who 
generally conduct the boats through in safety. This county has a large proportion 
of level land, which is ^nerally well wooded and inclining to a sandy soil. Some 
portions of it are but thinly populated, owing in some measure, no doubt, to the un- 
healthiness occasioned by the overflowing of the Ohio, and the marshes which ex- 
ist near the southern boundary. Johnson county was organized in 1812, and in 
1835 contained 2166 inhabitants. On the dividing line between this and the ad- 
joining county of Pope, and on the left bank of the Ohio river, about ten miles 
below the mouth of the Tennessee river, stood Fort Massac, a military post of some 
importance in the earlier settlement of the country. A fort was erected here by 
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the French when in possession of the western country. The Indians, then at war 
with them, laid a curious stratagem to take it A number of them appeared in the 
day-time on the opposite side of the river, each of whom was covered with a bear- 
skin and walked on all fours. Supposing them to be bears, a party of the French 
crossed the river in pursuit of them. The remainder of the troops left their 
quarters to see the sport In the meantime a large body of warriors, who were 
concealed in the woods near by, came silently behind the fort, entered it without 
opposition, and very few of the French escaped the massacre. They afterwards 
built another fort on the same ground, and called it Massac, in memory of this dis- 
astrous event In 1750 they abandoned the position. After the revolutionary war 
the Americans repaired or rebuilt it, and kept a garrison here for several years. 
The buildings are now destroyed. 

There are, in different parts of the county, compact settlements, chiefly agricul- 
tural : these are named. Bridge's, Elvira, M*Fatridge*s, and Buncombe Settlements. 

Bridgets Settlement is about ten miles west of Vienna : it contains some tolera- 
bly good land. Population, about 60 families. 

EUvira Settlement is on Lick creek, a branch of Cash river. It is about 15 miles 
north-west from Vienna, and contains 30 or 40 fiunilies. The land is rich and 
level. 

M'Fatridge's Settlement is about 8 miles north-east from Vienna, on the old rood 
from Grolconda to Kaskaskia, and on the waters of Cedar creek. The surface is 
rather broken, and the soil thin. The settlement contains 50 or 60 fkmilies. 

Buncodibe Settlement is about eight miles north-west from Vienna : it contains 
40 families. The soil is rather thin, broken, and rocky. 

Vienna, the seat of justice, is a small village, situated about 13 miles north of 
the Ohio river, on the east fork of Cash river, and in the main road from Golconda 
to Jonesborough and Jackson, Missouri It contains from 130 to 160 inhabitants. 

KANE County is situated in the northern part of the state, and is bounded north 
by Boone and M*Henry, south by La Salle, east by Cook, and west by Ogle county. 
It was formed in 1836, and is estimated to contain a population of 1500, although 
no part of it is yet surveyed, and consequently has not been sold by the govern- 
ment It contains an area of 1296 square miles, and is 36 miles in extent from 
north to south, and the same from east to west Fox river extends through its 
eastern division, in a direction nearly south-west: the other streams are Mill, 
Blackberry, Rock, Somonauk, and Indian creeks, entering Fox river on the right- 
hand side ; and Wabonsie and Morgan creeks on the opposite banks : on its west- 
ern and north-western portion, it receives several smaller streams, and the south 
main branches of the Kishwaukee or Sycamore creek that enters Rock river. 
These are all good mill-streams, and already saw and flouring mills are built or in 
progress. The banks are usually skirted with pleasant groves of timber, occasion- 
ally interspersed with barrens only. There are for the most part contiguous set- 
tlements on all these streams ; and in some places they are quite compact and 
pleasant 

A large proportion of the county is rich prairie, with some deficiency in the 
amount of timber, which is found mostly in groves: — ^the largest of these is the 
Big Woods. They lie on the east side, and adjoining Fox river, and are about 10 
miles in length, and from two to four miles wide, containing about 30 sections of 
^food timbered land. This tract (provided the surveys were run) would lie mostly 
m township 30 and 30 north, range 8 east from the third principal meridian. Its 
timber consists chieflv of white, black, yellow, and burr oaksi sugar maple, lynn or 
bass wood, black and white walnut or butternut, hickory, ash of various species, 
poplar, iron-wood, &c. The soil is generally a dark sandy loam, sometimes clay ; 
generally a little undulating, but sometimes quite level. — The '* Big Woodg** is 
Slickly settled on all ^ides, and the Four-mile Prairie, between that and Du Page 
river, is all claimed and considerably settled, as is the country opposite, betwixt 
Fox river and Blackberry creek, west. 

The " Little Woods'* is a tract of timber, about four miles north of Big Woods, 
also, on the east side and adjoining Fox river, divided from Big Woods by a gap 
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of prairie, interspersed in places with little groves of small thnber and barrens. 
It is about half the size of the latter ; its timber and soil, similar; and is surrounded 
with compact settlementa 

The whole range of Fox river in this county is thickly settled : towns and vil- 
lages are springing up as if by magic, Commencing at the south end of Kane 
county, a few miles above the boundary, is the new village of Yorkville. The 
Fox river there, is to be dammed, and a saw and grist mill already contracted to be 
built Opposite the Big Woods, dams are thrown across Fox river in five places, 
and saw-mills erected. At the prairie in the ** Woods,** three miles abcMre tlie 
** Foot,** at the Galena stage ford, is the pleasant village of Aurora. A flouring 
mill is here in operation. Lowell, at the *'Head** of Big Woods, and Charleston, 
at the ** Foot** of Little Woods, are growing business places ; have saw-mills on 
Fox river, and flourinf-mills going up at the present season. Geneva, (m the west 
bank of Fox river, and nearly equi-distant from Lowell and Charleston, is a plea- 
sant place, and the county seat of this county. At the ** Head*' of Little Woods, 
and nve miles farther up, is the new village of Elgin. Here is a dam, and mills 
are building. Eight miles further, is a flourinff-roill, nearly ready to run. On the 
whole. Fox river is one of the best, if not the best stream in the state for extensive 
hydraulic operations. It can easily be rendered navigable by slack-water, abounds 
with excellent quarries of limestone for building purposes, and beds of coal have 
already been discovered some miles above its mouth. The first white man*s cabin 
erected in this county, was built in the vicinity of Big Woods, on Fox river, but 
three years a^ last fkll ; and the principal settlements and improvements have 
been made within the last two years, and by a population from most of the states 
in the union. The predominant character, however, is eastern. As in the coun- 
tries from whence they have emigrated, there is a diversity of religious sentiment 
The Baptist, Presbyterian, and Methodist, are the most prevailing denominations; 
probably the former and latter are the most numerous. 

KNOX County is in the Military Bounty Tract, and nearly central between 
the Mississippi and Illinois rivers. It is bounded north by Henry, east by Peoria 
and Putnam, south by Fulton, and west by Warren and Mercer counties. It is 
thirty miles long, and from thirty to thirty-four in breadth, containing 792 square 
miles. This county is watered by Spoon river and its tributaries, and also by the 
head streams of Henderson's and Pope*s rivers. The surface is generally prairie, 
moderately undulating, and of first-rate quality of soil, with considerable tracts of 
excellent timber along the water-courses. The Inhabitants amounted in 1835 to 
1600. 

The seat of justice, Knoxville, is pleasantly situated at the head of Haw creek, 
a tributary of Spoon river, on a rich and elevated prairie. It was laid off a few 
years ago : it contains about 200 inhabitants, and bids fair to become a thriving 
inland town. The surrounding district is rich, and settling fast with industrious 
farmers. Hendersonville and Galesboro* are small villages, a few miles firom 
Knoxville. 

LA SALLE County comprises a fine tract of country, 48 miles in length, and 
from 48 to 36 in breadth, containing an area of 1872 square miles. It is bounded 
north by Kane and Ogle, south by M*Lean and the attached part of Vermillion, 

' east by Will, and west by Putnam county. It is watered by the Dlinois river and 
its tributaries, the Big and Little Vermillion, and Fox and Au Sable rivers ; also 
by Mason, Indian, and Rock creeks. These streams run cfenerally on a bed of 
sand or limestone rock, and have but little alluvial bottom landsi 

La Salle, like most of the counties in the northern part of the state, is deficient 
in timber, but contains abundance of rich undulating, ory prairie, fine mill-streams, 
and extensive coal-beds, and must eventually become a rich country. Its situation 
will enable the people to send off their produce either by the Illinois river to a 
southern market, or by the lakes to the Atlantic section of'^the union. This county 
was organized in 1831, and in 1835 contained a population of 4754. 

II The Starved Rock, or Rock Fort, near the fbot dT the rapids, and en the right | 



mesBBBBBBBamBmaBmamBBssBat 
SKETCHES OF ILLINOIS 



85 



bank of the IHinoiB river, is a perpendicular mass of lime and sandstone, washed 
by the cnrrent at its base, and elevated 150 feet Its perpendicular sides, arising 
from the river, are inaccessible. It is connected with a chain of heights that ex- 
tend up the stream, by a narrow ledge, the only ascent to which is by a winding 
and precipitous pa,th. The diameter of the top of the rock is about 100 feet: it is 
covered with a soil of some depth, which has produced a growth of young trees. 
The advantages which it affi)rds as an imprejprnable retreat, induced a band of Illi- 
nois Indians, who sought a refuge from the fury of the Potawatomies, with whom 
they were at war, to intrench Aemselves here. They repulsed all the assaults of 
theur b^iegers, and would have remained masters of their hi^h tower, but for the 
impossibility of obtaining supplies of water. They had secured provisions, but their 
only resource for the former was by letting down vessels witli bark ropes to tti^ river. 
Their enemies stationed themselves in canoes at tlie base of the clifls, and cut off 
the ropes as fast as they weie let down. The consequence of this was the entire 
extirpation of the band : many years ailerwards, their bones were whitening on the 
summit An intrenchment, corresponding to the edge of the precipice, is distinctly 
visible ; and fragments of antique pottery, and otlier curious remains of the vanished 
race,are strewn around. From this elevated point, the Illinois may be traced as it 
winds through deep and solitary forests or outspreEui plains, onward to the Missis- 
sippi, until it disappears from the vision in the distance. In the opposite directioD, a 
prairie stretches out and blends with the horizon. 

On Indian creek, in the northern part of the county, a most horrible tragedy was 
enacted at the commencement of the Indian war of 1832. On the 20th m May 
of that year, fifteen persons belonging to the families of Messrs. Hall, Daviess, and I 
Pettigrew, were barbarously massacred by the Indians. Two young ladies. Misses | 
Halls, were taken prisoners, and afterwards redeemed, and two young lads made 
their escape. The bodies of men, women, and children, were shockingly mu(ilated« 
the houses of the settlers burned, their furniture destroyed, and their cattle killed 
— all in daylight and within twenty miles of a large force of the militia. This 
was done by Uie Indians under the infamous Black Hawk. A portion of that band 
were exterminated during the same season by the combined forces of United States 
troops and Illinois militia, and the remainder dispersed over the prairies west of the 
Mississippi 

The seat of justice of La Salle county is Ottawa, at the junction of the Illinois 
and Fox rivers. This is considered a very eligible site for a commercial town. 
The canal now in progress of construction from lake Michigan to the Illinois river 
will pass through it, and add greatly to its prosperity. The other towns are Dres- 
den and Kankakee, both at the junction of the Des Plaines and Kankakee rivers; 
Marseilles and Mechanicsville above, and Utica, Rockwell, Peru, and Enterprize, 
below, Ottawa : these are all on the Illinois. There are also Lowell on the Ver- 
million river, and Vermillionville, about a mile east of tlie same stream. Of these 
towns, Peru, on the north bank of the Illinois, and at the western termination of 
the Michigan and Illinois canal, bids fair to become of importance. Steamboats 
can reach it at all stages of the river ; and on the completion of the canal, an easy 
and safe transmission to and from this place may be had at all times, except when 
the waters are bound with ice. 

Marseilles is a post town on the north side of the Illinois river : at the Grand 
river, eight miles above Ottawa, a chartered company is engaged in constructing 
dams, mills, &c Flour and lumber are made here, and the water-power is immense 
and easily commanded. The Illinois and Michigan canal will pass through it, and 
it already assuttet the aspect of a bustling, enterprizing village. 

LAWRENCE County, erected in 1821 from a part of Edwards and Crawford, 
is situated in the eastern pert of the state, and adjoining Indiana, from which it is 
separated by the Wabash river. It has on the north Crawford and Jasper, on the 
south Wabash and Edwards counties, on the cast the Wabash river, and on the 
west Clay county. From east to west its greatest extent is 31, and from north to 
south 19 miles ; containing an area of alx)ut 560 square miles. This county is 
watered by the Embarras river and its tribu^ries, as well as by the head waters 
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on the Bon Pfta, and the Fox river of the Ldttle Wabash. The banks of all these 
streams are low and subject to inundationa This is the case particularly with re- 
spect to tlie Embarras and the branches of the Little Wabash. It not unfrequently 
occurs, that the bottoms of those streams, which are more than two miles in width, 
are covered with from (bur to eiffht feet of water, so as to render them entirely 
impassable; of course, travelling durinff these seasons is rendered difficult and un- 
pleasant In the low prairies near the Wabash, there are quap^mires, called by the 
common people purgaiory noampt^ or deviC$ hoiet ; the surnce of these appears 
dry and level, but it generally rests on quicksands. Over some of these, bridges 
and levees are now constructed. In a dry season, the water evaporates, and the 
ff round becomes firm. A greBt proportion of the land in the interior, and at a short 
distance from the stream, is prairie, most of which is fertile. The inhabitants of 
this county, in 183l5i, amounted to 4450L 

Lawrenceville, the county seat, is situated on the west bank of the Embarras 
river, ab(Hit ten miles west of Vincennes, on the direct road to Vandalia, from 
which place it is distant eighty-four miles. It is on an elevated ridge, in the cen- 
tre of a fertile sud well-settled country, and contains three stores, two groceries, 
two taverns, and sixty or seventy families ; the court-house is of brick, and is a 
respectable building. A saw and grist mill is in operation on the Embarras, ad- 
joining the town. Lawrenceville exports annually to the value of about 50,000 
dollars, and imports 90,000 dollars. 

The other towns in the countyareStringtown,ontheEmbarra8 river, above Law- 
renceville ; Russellville, on the W^abash, in the north-east comer of the county ; 
and Smallsburg, a few miles below Lawrenceville, on the Embarras. There are 
several populous settlements in different parts of the county ; such as, Allison's 
Prairie, French, Lukens* Prairie, and River Precinct settlements. 

Allison's Prairie, five miles north-east from Lawrenceville, is ten miles long, 
and five broad. The eastern part, towards the Wabash, contains some wet land 
and purgatory swamps, but the principal part is a dry, sandy, and very rich soil, 
covered with well-cultivated farms. Few tracts in Illinois are better adapted for 
the culture of corn than this. The population is about 200 families. This prairie 
was settled in 1816 and 1817, by emigrants from Ohio and Kentucky, and mostly 
of the religious sect known in the west by the name of Christians ; and the settle- 
ment is sometimes called by that name. In a few years, death had thinned their 
numbers. The purgatory swamps, as they are called, around the prairie, had a 
deleterious influence, and retarded the progress of population. In later years, but 
little sickness has existed ; and this settlement furnishes one of many evidences 
that upon the subjugation of the luxuriant vegetation with which our rich prairies 
are clothed, and the cultivation of the soil, sickly places will be changed to healthy 
ones. 

French settlement, in the south-east part of the county, is ten miles from Law- 
renceville. It is a timbered tract, and rather broken. Of the population, which 
consists of about sixty families, one-half are French. 

The Indian Creek settlement is on Indian creek, a branch of the Embarras river, 
which rises in the prairies west, runs south-east, and enters that stream five miles 
below Lawrenceville. It has much good land in its vicinity, both timber and 
prairie, and a population of one hundr^ and fifty families. 

Lu kens' Prairie Settlement is in the south-western part of the county, from 
twenty to twenty-five miles from Lawrenceville. It has a population of from sev- 
enty to eighty families. 

The River Precinct Settlement extends along the Wabash river, opposite Vin- 
cennes. It is on a rich bottom heavily timbered, and contains sixty or seventy 
families. 

LIVINGSTON'County was formed in 1837 from La Salle, M'Lean, and part 
of the attached portion of Vermillion county. It is in extent from east to west 
from 30 to 36 miles, and from north to south 30, and contains an area cf 1152 
square miles. It is watered by the Vermillion river of the Illinois, and its tribu- 
taries, which flow through the northern half of the county from south-east to north- 



west This is a fine mill-stream of about 50 ^rds wide, and runs through exten- 
sive beds of bituminous coal. Its bluffs contain immense quarries of lime, sand, 
and some freestone excellent for grindstones. The other streams are, the Mack- 
inaw and its branches, and some of the tributaries of Mason's creek. This ^'ounty 
contains a large quantity of rich undulating prairie, and some fine tracts of valua- 
ble timber land, mostly oaks of various kinds, walnut, ash, sugar-maple, hickory, &c. 
The principal minerals are limestone and coal. 

Its seat of justice is not yet laid ofi*. The only towns in the county are Webster 
and Lexington : the former has been recently located in the north-west part of tlic 
county, about two miles south-west from Vermillion river. Lexington is situated 
about 18 miles north-east from Bloomlngton, on the road to Chicago. 

The population of Livingston county is estimated at from 700 to 800. 

MACON County is bounded north by M*Lean, south by Shelby, east hf Cham- 
paign and Coles, and west by Sangamon county. It extends from north to south 
39 miles, and from east to west 36, forming an area of 1404 square miles. It is 
watered by the north fork of Sangamon river and its tributaries ; also, by some of 
the head branches of Kaskaskia river, and by Salt creek. This county is mostly 
covered with prairies, some of which are extensive, and in the interior level and 
wet, but generally dry, rich, and undulating, near the timber. Macon county was 
formed from the attached part of Shelby in 1829, and in 1835 contained a popula- 
tion of 3022 mhabitants. 

Decatur, the seat of justice, is situated on the right bank of the North Fork of 
Sangamon river, and on the borders of an extensive, dry, and elevated prairie, 
about 70 miles north from Vandalia, and 770 from Washington City. 

Clinton, 24 miles north of Decatur, and about half-way between that place and 
Bloomington, is a thriving town, and beautifully situated on the prairie, which over- 
looks a large district of country. The Salt creek timber approaches near the town 
on the south, from which it diverges in a north-eastern direction till it passes be- 
yond the reach of vision. Both sides of the creek are well settled. The timber 
IS excellent and sufficient, and the prairies beautifully rolling. The country adja- 
cent will, of course, admit of dense settlement Clinton is on the line of the 
Central rail-road, and probably in a short time it will become a county seat for a 
new county, comprising parts of the present counties of Macon and M'Lean. The 
convenience of the inhabitants of the country adjacent would seem to call, at a 
proper time, for such an arrangement. Of such importance has this town site been 
considered, that speculators from a distance have entered all the land in its neigh- 
bourhood. Clinton is among the few new towns which have started up in this 
town-speculating age, that will grow into importance. The site of the town, the 
heavy settlements around it, the beautiful, fertile, and healthy country adjacent, all 
seem to unite in demonstrating this truth. 

Franklin, on Salt creek, about 20 miles in a north-north-west direction, and 
Murfreesborough, on the Sangamon river, 16 miles north-east from Decatur, are 
small towns, lately settled. Okau Settlement, in the south-eastern part of thb 
county, 20 miles from Decatur, lies on the West Fork of the Kaskaskia, and con- 
tains 20 or 30 families. Salt creek Settlement, 20 miles north from Decatur, con- 
sists of about 100 families. The land is good, with plenty of prairie. 

MADISON County is situated in the western part of the state, and opposite 
the mouth of the Missouri river. It was organized in 1812, and at first was much 
more extensive than at present It is bounded north by Greene, Macoupin, and 
Montgomery counties ; south by St Clair, east by Bond and Clinton, and west by 
the Mississippi river, which separates it fh>m the state of MissourL It extends in 
an east and west direction from 36 to 30 miles, and from north to south 24 ; area, 
about 760 square miles. This county, both on account of its soil and situation, pos- 
sess^ great advantages. Part of it lies !■ the American Bottom, which is«a low 
alluvion of great fertility, but subject to inundation. It extends from the mouth 
of the Kaskaskia river to Alton, a few miles above the mouth of the Mississippi : 
above this, the bank is high, waterod^by fine springs, and contains building stone. 



and coal of the best qoalitv. The interior of the county is genenilly elevated and 
undulating, thouffh not hilly. On the banks of the Mississippi, below Alton, it is 
low and wet, and in many places very marshy. No soil, however, can exceed it 
\ in fertility. Upon ascending the bluff which bounds this bcAtom upon the east, 
I there is a district of country which continues eastward to the Kaskaskia river, and 
\ id called the Tkble-Land. This is also very fertile, and is considered one of the 
most desirable tracts in the state. The banks of the streams which run through 
I the interior of this county are generally well wooded, leaving between them prai- 
ries of considerable size, though verv fertile, and very advantageously situated for 
I settlement Wheat, corn, beef, pork, horses, cattle, and almost every production 
of Illinois, are raised in this county, and find a ready market Madison county, in 
ISfV), contained 9016 inhabitants. 

Monk Hill, situated on the American Bottom, is eight miles north-easterly from 
St lonis. The circumference at the base is about 600 yards, and its height about 
90 feet On the south side, about halfway down, is a broad step, or apron, about 
15 feet wide. This hill, or moimt, was the residence, for several years, of the 
monks of the order of La Trappe, the most rigid and austere of all the monkish 
orders. Their monastery was originally situated in the district of Perche, in 
France, in one of the most lonely spots that could be chosen. They fled from the 
commotions of that kingdom to America, lived for a time in Kentucky, and came 
to lUiuois in 1S06 or iSf?, and settled on this mound. They cultivated a ^^arden, 
; repiired watches, and traded with the people, but were generally filthy m their 
■ hiibits, and extremely severe in their penances and discipline, in 1813, they sold 
off their personal property, and left the country for France. 

Ridge Prairie commences near Edwardsville, and extends south to St Clair 
county. It is on the dividing ridge, between the waters that fall into the Missi&- 
sippi west and those that flow to the Kaskaskia east Originally this prairie 
extended into St Clair county as far south as Belleville; but long since, where 
. farms ha\*e not been made, it has been intersected by a luxuriant growth of timber, 
ltd i«urface is gently undulating, the soil rich, and is surrounded and indcnt(ki with 
many fine farms. 

Afarine Settlement, between the east and west forks of Silver Creek, and 12 
miles east of Edwardsville, was commenced in 1819. The settlement is large, and 
spri^ad over an undulating, rich, and beautiful prairie, and is healthful and well 
watered. 

Paddock^s Settlement is on the Springfield road, seven miles north of Edwards- 
ville. The prairie is undulating, fertile, and healthy. 
Edwardsville is the seat of justice of this county, and is situated in the centre 
• of a fertile, well watered, and well timbered district, settled with enterprizing 
farmers. It is 21 miles north-east from St Louis, and 12 miles south-east from 
Alton. 

The other towns are, Alton, Upper Alton, Collinsville, Troy, Chippewa, Cliflon, 
and KanJulph. The latter is situated at the mouth of the Piasau, on the Missis- 
itipp!, about equal distance between A^lton and Graflon. It is laid out above the 
Piasau, and betwixt that stream and the Mississippi, on table-land, above the 
highest fliiods. Abundance of limestone and good timber, water privileges and 
never- failing springs, a good landing for steamboats, and other advantages, are 
fouiul liere. Lots to the value of S20,000 have been sold this spring, and buildings 
are in privess of erection, especially a large hotel. 

Olilhm is on the bank of the Mississippi, four miles above Alton, and has been 
recently laid out Collinsville is situated in the south part of the county. It con- 
tains a store, a larcre mill for sawing and grinding, and several mechanics. A 
mH^tirifir-)ioiist^, and Presbyterian church of fifty members, a large Sabbath-school, 
and a lvx:y o\' sober, moral, and industrious citizens, render this an interesting set- 
tleiiuMtt. Chippewa is directly opposite the mouth of the Missouri, two miles below 
A';tv>n, and hMs been but lately laid out A steam-mill, and severaJ other buildings, 
arc now erect iuir. 



MACOVPiy County is bounded on the north by Sangamon and Morgan, south 




by MadisoD, east by Montgomery, and west by Grecna It is 36 miles in length, 
and 24 in breadth; area, 664 square miles. The county is watered by Macoupin 
creek and its branches, as well as by the bead-waters ol:* Apple, Cahohok, Silver, 
and Piasau creeks, and Wood river. This is a fine agricultural country, seUled 
by enterprizing and industrious ikrmers. The sur&ce consists mostly ot' prairiesi 
slightly undulatioff, of which the chief pait is of an CKcellent soil, and contains a 
due proportion or timber^ mostly aion^ the water-courses. Macoupia county was 
organized from the attached portion ot Greene county in 1838^ and in 1835 con- 
tamed a population of 5554 persona. 

Carlinviile, the seat of justice^ is pleasantly situated in a handsome prairie, about 
two miles north-west from Macoupin creek : it is 35 miles north-east from Alton, 
and 55 miles north-west Grom Vandalia; containing about 350 inhabitants, with 
several stores, one grocery, two lawyers, and two physicians. The other towns 
are small, and but recently settled : they are, Girard« Staunton, VVoodbuni« and 
Brooklyn. 

MARION County was formed from Jefferson and Fayette counties, in 1823: 
it is 24 miles square, and contains an area of 576 square miles: it is situated about 
midway between the Mississippi and Wabash rivers, and is bounded north by Fay- 
ette and Clay counties, south by Jefferson, east by Cluy and Wayne, and west by 
Clinton and Fayette. Marion county is watered by the East Fork of Kaskaskia 
river and Crooked creek, also by the Skillet Fork of the Little Wabash and its 
tributaries. It embraces the southern part of the Grand Prairie^ which constitutes 
about two-thirds of its surface : the remainder is timber, much of which is post 
oak. The soil is for the most piirt of second-rate quality, the sur&ce alightly un- 
dulating, with some of the prairies level, and inclining to the west. 

Walnut Hill Settlement is in the south-west part of tbe county, from 12 to 14 
nriles distant from Salem. It is on the Walnut Hill Prairie, and contains a popu- 
lation of about 75 families. Some parts of the prairie are tolerably good; others, 
rather Hat and wet It is about four miles long^ and three brood. The population 
in 1835 amounted to 2844. 

Salem, the seat of justice, is situated on the eastern border of the Grand Prairie, 
on the Vincennes and St Louis stage-rood : it is a pleasant village, of about 160 
inhabkanta. 

MDONOUOH County is situated in the Military Bounty Tract, and at nearly 
an equal distance from the Mississippi and Illinois rivers: it forms a square territory 
of 24 miles each way, containing an area of 576 square mileeu It is bounded on 
the north by Warren county, south by Schuyler, east by Fulton, and west by Han- 
cock. The streams which water this county are Crooked creek and its branches, 
Drowning Fork, Troublesome creek, Turkey creek, and others : most of these 
have good mill-seats for a portion of the year. The soil is chiefly a rich and fertile 
prairie, not excelled by any in this region. About one half of the eastern and 
northern part of the county is prairie ; the remainder is suitably proportioned into 
timber and prairie. M''I>onough county was laid off'from Pike m 182*% but was 
not organized till 1829: in 1835, it contained 2833 inhabitants^ 

Macomb, the seat of justice, is pleasantly situated in a fertile prairie in the cen- 
tre of the county, about two miles south ot^ the Drowning Fork of Crooked creek. 
It contains & population of about 100 persons, and has three stores, and one grocery. 
I Carter's Settlement is near the south part of the eounty, 12 miles ^m Macomb, 
on the road to Rushville, The land is gently undulating, soil rich| timber and prai- 
rie proportioned, and an extensive settlement. It is in the south part of four north, 
two west, between the heads of Susrar creek and Grindstone fork. This is the 
oldest settlement in the county. Edmonson's Prairie, six miles south-west from 
Macomb, is from one to two miles wide, ten miles long, and eontains 25 or 30 
families. 

MCHENRY County occupies the north-eastern comer of the state, and is 
bounded on the north by Walworth and Racine counties of Wisconsin Territory, 
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south by Cook and Kane counties, east by lake Michigan, and west by Boone coun- 
ty. It contains sn area of about 1100 square miles, and is in extent from east to 
west from 47 to 42 miles, and from north to south 24. It is watered by the Fox, 
Des Planes, and Chicago rivers and their branches, together with several small 
lakes, of which some have limpid waters m gravelly l^s, with ridges of gravel 
and sand around thetn. Groves of fine timber are tbund along the lake shores and 
on the banks of the streams, and also distributed through the prairies. The county 
I is well watered, the streams perennial, and the soil rich and covered with luxuri- 
! ant herbage. The coui\ty is filling up rapidly with an enterprizing population, now 
! estimated at from 1000 to 1200 souls. The seat of justice is not yet located. Tlie 
only town in the county is M*Henry, situated on the west side of Fox river, and 
about 12 miles south of the northern boundary of the state. It is surrounded with 
excellent prairie and timber in groves, and oak openings or barrens. 

MLEAN County was organized in 1830, and was until lately one of the larg- 
est counties in the state. It is in extent from north to south from 48 to 24 miles, 
and from east to west from 12 to 42, having an area of 1296 square miles. It is 
bounded on the north by La Salle and Livingston counties, south by Macon and 
Sangamon, east by Champaign and the attached part of Vermillion, and west by 
Tazewell. The streams which flow through this county are the western branch 
of the north fork of Sangamon river, and the head-waters of Mackinaw, Sugar, 
Kickapoo, and Salt creeks ; these all take their rise in the county, and furnish, 
when the waters are not too low, good mill-6eat& A considerable portion of the 
i eastern and northern part of the county is one vast prairie, with the surface ele- 
' vated, moderately imdulating, and the soil dry and fertile. Large tracts of fine 
\ timber land, beautifully arranged in groves of various shapes and dimensions, are 
' found, from those of 15 or 18 square miles down to those of a few acres. Of the 
; minerals, limestone and coal abound in several settlements; granite, in detached 
! masses, or boulders, called by the settlers lost rocks, are plentifully scattered over 
tJie country, and are used for mill-stones. M*Lean county contained, in 1835, a 
population of 5311 individuals. 

From Salt creek, 26 miles south of Bloomington, following the road from Deca- 
! tur to the former place, the country is beautifully undulating. Elegant elevations 
I for farms and dwellings are constantly arresting the attention of the traveller; and 
' he only regrets that tlie beautiful country around him should remain in its native 
' wilderness, while thousands upon thousands of farmers in the eastern states, — in- 
telligent, industrious, and most excellent citizens, — are expending their best ener- 
gies upon a comparatively sterile soil, for an almost bare support; while here, with 
the same application to business, they would secure competence and independence, 
and lay the foundation for the future wealth and happiness of their children. To 
secure these advantages, however, enterprize is necessary — sufficient, at least, to 
bring tlicra hither. True, we cannot but appreciate the feelings which prompt 
them to remain on spots which are rendered almost sacred by the thousand associa- 
i lions which all generous hearts are sure to feel ; but with the aspiring youth, or 
, the father of a ramily, there are considerations of a still more elevated character, 
i which might well lead them to seek to better their condition by emigrating to the 
west 

There are in the county several groves of timber, fertile and desirable tracts, 
well settled with an industrious and thrivin^r population. The chief of them are 
Big, Blooming, Cheyney*8, Dry, Funk^s, and Randolph's groves. 

Biff Grove is formed of several groves of tunber connected, for 12 miles in 
; lengui, in the south-western part of the county, on the third principal meridian, 
and township 21 north. It is a fine tract of country, rich in soil and well timbered, 
on the Kickapoo creek. Bloomington, the county seat, is 18 miles from the heart 
of the settlement, which contains from 150 to 200 families. 

Blooming Grove adjoins Bloomington. It is about six miles long from north- 
west to south-east, and varying in width from one to four miles, containing about 
II 12 square miles of beautiful timber, with a large settlement of industrious farmers 
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around it Nearly all the land is already occupied with settlers, a majority of 
whom are from Ohio. Both timbered land and prairie are first-rate. 

Cheyney's Grove settlement is near the head-waters of the Sangamon, in the 
east part of the county, twenty-three north, six east This timber is an island in 
the great prairie of three or four square miles, 25 miles east of Bloomington, and 
on tlie load to Danville. The population is 24 tamilies. 

Dry Grove is in township twenty-lour north, range one east, and about six miles 
north of west from Bloomington, and lies at the head of Sugar creek. It is about 
10 miles long from east to west, high, dry, and undulating, and contains a settle- 
ment of about 50 tiimilies. 

Funk^s Grove settlement is 12 miles south-west from Bloomington. The grove 
is roundish in form, contains about eight square miles, and lies on the main branch 
of Sugar creek. It has an excellent soil, fine water, and is monopolized by a 
family connection of the name of Funk, from Ohio, who raise large numbers of 
cattle. 

Randolph's Grove, on Kickapoo creek, above Big Grove, is about 12 miles south 
from Bloomington. In shape it is almost circular, and is a valuable tract of land, 
containing limestone, and a population of about 40 fiunilies. The grove comprises 
about 12 sections of timbered land. 

Bloomington, the county town, occupies an elevated positbn on the margin of a 
fine prairie, 120 miles north from Vandalia, and 820 from Washington City. The 
other towns in the county have been but lately laid ofF^ and are as yet inconsidera- 
ble : they are, Hudson, Le Roy, Lytleville, Charleston, and Waynesville. The 
latter is in the south-west comer of the county, on the road from Springfield to 
Bloomington, and on the south side of the timber of Kickapoo creek. It has six 
stores, two groceries, two physicians, a Methodist and a Presbyterian society, a 
good school, and a charter for a seminary of learning. It has a fine body of timber 
on the north, and a rich, undulating, and beautiful prairie south. Population in the 
village, about 150. 

MERCER County is situated in the northern part of the Military Boiinty 
Tract It lies north of Warren, south of Rock Island, west of Heniy, and east 
of Louisa and Musquitine counties, Wisconsin Territory, from which it is separated 
by the Mississippi river. Edwards and Pope's rivers, and the north fork of Hen- 
derson's river, are the streams which water this county, along the Mississippi and 
the borders of its water-courses. There is a great abundance of excellent timber : 
its middle and eastern portions have extensive tracts of fertile prairies. Mercer 
was laid off in 1825, and contained in 1835 a population of 497 inhabitants. 

The town of Mercer is located in the exact geographical centre, and with the 
express view of its becoming the county seat of Mercer county. It is situated 
mid- way between Pope's and Edwards rivers, which run through the county paral- 
lel to each other, and at this point are not more than five miles apart The site 
is healthy and elevated, commanding a beautiful view of the surrounding country, 
which is as rich and well adapted to the culture of wheat, and indeed all kinds of 
grain as any in the state. The county is settling rapidly with a moral, industrious, 
and enterprizing population. The water-power anorded by Pope's and Edwards 
rivers is equal to that of any county in the state ; a circumstance of much impor- 
tance, not only on account of furnishing lumber for building, but tor the erection 
of grain and flouring mills. There is one saw-mill now in operation within two 
and a half miles of Mercer, and several others will be built the approaching sea- 
son, also within a few miles of the town. The situation of Mercer admits of con- 
venient access to the timber, stone, and stone-coal, of both Pope's and Edwards 
rivers and their branches. Mercer is situated about 14 miles from New Boston, on 
the Mississippi ; at which there is an excellent landing. It is also on the direct 
route from the latter place to Hennepin, and from Oquawka to Rock Island. 

New Boston, the seat of justice, is the only other town in the county, and is 
situated at the Upper Yellow Bank, just q,bove Edwards river, nearly opposite the 
mouth of the Lower Iowa, a considerable stream of the Wisconsin Territory, as 
extensive as the Illinois. This place' has a good landing, and a fine harbour; and 
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All kinds, including pine, sell at the mills for 22 dollaTB a thousand. Pine creek, 
which contains a fine hody of pine timber, is but three miles distant 

The following notice of Oregon city, and the country in its vicinity, is from the 
letter of a trmreller, published in the New- York Star. 

■* This place of course (as well as others on Rock river) is m ita very infancy ; but 
a more lovely site tor an important town could not liave been selected, and soon 
the noise anJ clamour of steamboats and extensive traffic will give it life and ani- 
mation. The blttli; which follows the river until it reaches the city, leaves it and 
Ails back for a mile, forming the half of a circle, and meets it affain just below in 
picturesque grandeur. The situation of Oregon itself has forcibly reminded me 
of Palermo, the capital of Sicily, surrounded on the land side by a chain of moun- 
tains, forming a complete amphitheatre, which has been poetically called the 
^ Canco tOrmr or Golden ShelL The banks of Rock river are not so high as 
those in the Sicilian landscape ; but, contrasted with the wide expanse of country 
around, are quite as efiective, sjod more rich in fertile charma The swelling of 
the prairies, gemmed with wild flowers of every hue, — the stately forest, and val- 
leys iDtersperaed with shady groves on the opposite side of the river surrounding 
Hyde Park, from which we started the wild and bounding deer in great numbers, 
-^torm features rarely to be met with in a single glance of the eye, either in Uiis 
Of any other country ; and amidst all these beauties, 

**The river nobly buoM and flows. 

The charm of diii enchanied ground. 
And all its thounnd lunw diicl«e 
Sooie fresher beauty varying round." 

This fairy -land was the scene of the bloody atrocities and human slaughter du- 
ring the war of 1^32 and *93, with the Sac and Fox Indians and the United States, 
conducted by the celebrated chief Black Hawk and the Prophet, who, after their 
capture, ceded the country east of the Mississippi to the United States, including 
the Rock river from its mouth, or nearly so, to the dividing line between Illinois 
and Wisconsin territory. Above this are scattered along the western shore of the 
river a line of mounds, more ancient than even the wild and fabulous traditions of 
the IndiansL A hardy class of New-England settlers are now tilling these exten- 
sive plains. The Incfian gardens are now g[rown up with tall rank weeds, and the 
war-cry is only heard beyond the MissiasippL The last of the savages left in 
May, lS;)ti, and left a paradise indeed. Since I have seen this fair field, this noble 
river, J am no longer surprised that the Indian, whose eloquence is the poetry of 
nature, clung with such tenacity to this country, so passing lovely in itseltj and 
containing their homes and the sepulchres of their dead warriors. 

Dixonville is a town site at Dixon*s ferry, on the south side of Rock river, about 
90 mileA from the Mississippi. It contains two stores, two taverns, one cfrocery, a 
steam saw-mill, ten or twelve femilies, and is a pleasant situation. Here, the 
starre-roads from Chicago by Napiersville, from Ottawa by Troy Grove, and from 
Peoria by Windsor and Princeton, all concentrate, and pass on to Galena. Rock 
river here is *J06 yards wide, and is crossed by a rope-ferry-boat 

At the Grand Detour of Rock river, five miles above Dixonville, a town of the 
same name has been laid off; and by cutting a canal across the neck of the bend 
for a short distance, a valuable hydraulic power will be gained. An enterprising 
company is engaged in the project 

PEORIA County. — The following account was taken from the Peoria Register 
and North- wei^tern Gazetteer of April 8th, 1887; and, being written on the spot 
and inserted in one of tlie most respectable papers in the State, is in all probability 
an accurate representation. ** This county holds a central position on the east 
side of the Bounty Tract, having Fulton and Knox on the west, Putnam on the 
north, and the Illinois river for its south-eastern boundary for a distance of 86 miles. 
It contains 1:3 entire, and 8 fractional townships of land, making in all a little less 
. than 17 whole townships, 612 sections, 2448 quarter sections, or 391,680 acres. 
Of the 2448 quarters, 763 have been appropriated as • bounty lands,* and mostly 
are held by speculators. A few are owned and occupied by actual settlers, and a 
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very small part still remain in the hands of the origrjnal patentees. More than 
two-thirds of Peoria county is confess land (including what has been secured to 
settlers by pre-emption, as alBO the purchases made at the land sales,) and subject 
to entry m the land office at Qolncy, at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 

** The proportion allotted to * bounties,' takin^ir the military tract together, is 
seventeenths of the whole ; and, from the mistaken policy of those into whose 
hands the ownership has generally fallen, these bounty lands may be considered 
as virtually out of market; consequently they must remain to a great extent un- 
settled, until the owners are willing to be known through disinterested agents, or 
disposed to treat the emigrant with the same liberality he receives from govern- 
ment But, fortunately ror Peoria, her proportion of military land is small, and 
we may safely calculate that the tide of emigration wUl continue to flow in upon 
us with undiminished strength, for years to come. To the man of industry and 
enterprize we extend a hear^ welcome to our rich and salubrious county, not 
doubting but an application of his perseverance in any part of it will insure an 
abundant reward for his toil. 

** Peoria is well divided into prairie and timber land of about equal quantities of 
each. To have a correct idea of the form, beauty, and peculiar adaptation of our 
prairies to farming purposes, the reader will recollect that five streams of no in- 
considerable magnitude water this coanty, all of which, with the exception of 
French creek, run a southerly direction into the Illinois river. Snatchwine (** El- 
bow'*) passes through the north-east part of the county ; Kickapoo, with its east, 
north and west forks, through the centre ; and Lamarche and Copperas creeks 
through the west Spoon river runs along near the northern border, and French 
creek has a westward course through the north part of the county. All of these 
streams are bordered by timber from one to two miles wide, (save the interval bot- 
toms ;) the prairies occupying the balance of the space between, and descending 
in delightful slopes towards the timber, from the dividing ridge in the centre. 
Thus it will be seen at a glance that the whole county is admirably divided into 
alternate tracts of timber and prairie land. No county in the state has more 
facilities for speedily enriching the industrious farmer than Peoria. 

** Snatchwine, French, and Lamarche creeks, are good millnstreams for two- 
thirds of the year. The balance of the time they are, in ordmary seasons, too dry. 
An excellent ^ist and saw mill has been put up on the Snatchwine, and prepara- 
tions are makmg for mills on the Lamarche. Kickapoo is an invaluable mill- 
stream, and furnishes a sufficiency of water at all times to carry one run of stone 
— ^fbr nine months of the year it is sufficient for two run below the * Forks.* Some 
years since a flouring mill was erected on that stream, which is in successful op- 
eration still, within two and a half miles of Peoria village. Two saw-mills in the 
vicinity of the flourin^f-mill are in profitable business. There are two saw-mills 
above and one grist-mill below. 

A very convenient bridge has been erected for some years across Kickapoo^ four 
miles below the village. Three more bridges have been built where roads leading 
from Peoria westward and northward cross the Kickapoa The stock for a bridge 
across the Illinois river at Peoria has been subscribed, amounting to fifly thousand 
dollars. Measures have been taken by the citizens of Peoria to erect it forthwith. 

** Two steam saw-mills in this village, and one 12 miles below, in a finely tim- 
bered region, are in operation. A steam-mill six miles above here, and a saw-mill 
on Spoon river, in the north-west part of the county, are nearly completed. 

''These constitute the mills and bridges of importance completed or in contem- 
plation in the county of Peoria. They certainly indicate an increasing prosperity 
m this section of the country ; a prosperity which the character of our soil, and 
the physical advanta«re8 we so eminently enjoy, are well calculated to sustain. 
Judging from personal observation in every corner of the county^ the writer is of 
opinion that out of 2448 quarter sections of land in Peoria county, not more than 
5(30 are unfit for cultivation by being 'too wet, or broken and hilly.' Nor would 
even half this number be so considered in any other state than Illinois. What is 
here looked upon as hilly barrens, would, on the east side of the mountains, be e»> 
teemed excellent arable land. But admitting that we have 500 quarters unsus- 



ceptible of cultivation, still we have 1948 which are tillable : these would support 
as many (aznilies in ease and comtbrt, or an agricultural population (allowing 10 
peraons to a fitmily) of 10,480. It is not to be presumed tliat the farming interest 
of this county will ever comprise more than two thirds of its entire population ; 
consetjuently, when we shall have settled all our good lands^ and have 19,480 in- 
. habitanU eugaffed in agriculture, our whole population will amount Co 80,000. In 
I IKJO, the number of inhabitants in this and rutnam counties, was 1810. Probably 
our own number was about 500. The population at present, in Peoria county 
alone, is estimated at 7000, consisting of emigrants from every state in the Union, 
from England, Ireland, Germany, and France. Nine-tenths of the whole are na^ 
tive<born citixens of the United States. Of these, probably a fourth are from New-* 
England, the same proportion fVom New-York, a fourth from Pennsylvania and 
Ohio, and the remainder from other state& During the present season, we are re- 
ceiving the greatest number of emigrants from Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New- 
Vork. Thxme ftom the latter state come on generally by way of the ULke& From 
; the other two states, emigrants usually reach here m steamboats by way of the 
J rivers. At least two-tliinis of the emigrants to this region, arrive by this last 
named route. 

** In addition to the advantages of having an extremely well watered and fertile 
; soil, we have inexhaustible b^s of stone-coal, limestone and sandstone, in almost 
> every part of the county. The Kickapoo and its branches, the Lamarche and 
' Copperas creek bluffs, particularly abound in these important articles. Some of 
' the stone on Kickapoo have, on trial, been found to make ^ood grindstones, and a 
: quarry has lately been discovered near the * Forks,* which appears of sufierior 
: quality. The stone-coal is said to be little inferior to that of Pittsburg, and is found 
in the bluflb of all the creeks and Illinois river. It is generally used for fuel at 
Peoria in winter; is hauled from one to three miles, and is worth 12 cents per 
' bushel. The sandstone is of fair quality, and is used for the underpinning of 
bui4ding8, for door and window sills, 6cc. Iron ore is also said to have been found 
; iu the county ; and * floating* mineral, supposed to contain zinc, has been discovered 
in various places. From some recent discoveries, and other strong indications^ it is 
quite probable that the mineral resources of this county have been but very par- 
tially developed. 

** The principal productions of the soil are, wheat, com, oats, rye, potatoes, beans, 
peas and flax, all of which arrive to c^reat perfection. The average quantity df 
each, per acre, is as follows — wheat about 25 bushels, com 65, oats 80, rye 35, and 
potatoes 800. Garden vegetables, of all kinds, attain a most luxuriant growth. 
Apples, pears, cherries, and plums, do well, but the winters are rather severe for 
the successful cultivation of the peach-tree. Wheat is worth, at this time, $1 75 
ceots per bushel, and very scarce. Com, 50 cents ; oats, 87 cents ; potatoes, S3. 
Of the above named articles of produce, very little snrplos for exportation is now 
raised in this county, owing principally to the anusual quantity required to supply 
the immense emigration constantly flowing in upon us. Nearly 140,000 pounds 
of pork, and 10,0(X) pounds of lard, over and above the amount requir^ for home 
consumption, were shipped from this county, for the lower market, in February 
1885. Besides the downward trade of the river, a considerable traffic in live cat- 
tle and bogs, was carried on with the Galena lead-mines. 

^ The landing places and places of deposit on the Dlinois in Peoria county, are 
Peoria, Rome, Allentown, and Chillicothe. The three latter are inconsiderable 
points in the north-east part of the county, but possessing much natural beauty, 
and surrounded by a fine growing country. Peoria is situated at the outlet of lake 
Peoria, about equidistant ^m the north-east and south-west extremes of the coimty. 
This place has been so Oilen described, and is so well known by every citizen of 
the state, that a particular notice of it here is deemed unnecessary. Suffice it to 
say, that had nature herself attempted to give any * nice touches and finishings,' 
to what is already so perfect, she might have exhibited no additional evidence of 
skill. 

**In concluding this description of Peoria county, the writer feels authorized to 
say, that in excellency of soil, abundance of water, timber, stone, stone-coal, lime- 
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Rtone, freestone, &c« this oooDty is unsurpassed bj any portion of the Bounty 
Tract, and holds out, at this time, strong induoeoients to the emigrating farmer or 
mechanic to make this his permaneaty his prosperous, his happy ' home** " 

The seat of justice is the town of Peoria, now the most important place in the 
Military Bounty Tract: tlie otheft ure mostly small villages, lately settled: they 
arof RojEaef containing 15 or 20 houses^ 18 miJes north-east of Peoria, at the head 
of lake Peoria^ on Illinois river; Chillicothc, 3 miles above Rome, on Illinois river, 
with about 30 houses and mills in the vicinity on Snatchwine creek ; Detroit, on 
Illinois river, six miles above Peoria ; Northampton, 25 miles north-east of Peoria, 
on the Galena and Chicago roads; Allcntown* on Illinois river, between Rome and 
Chillicothe ; Kickapoo, twelve miles west of Peoria ; Hudson, nine miles west of 
Peoria ; Kingston, on lUlnois river, with abundance of stone-coal and building stone 
in its vicinity ; Harkness, having excellent limestone for building, splendid prairie, 
and firstrrate timber, 20 miles we^t from Peoria ; Wheeling, two miles east of 
Harkness; Caledd^ia, one mile south-east from Harkness ) Aurora, on the head- 
waters of Copperas creek, four miles south-east of Harkness; Charleston, Id miles 
north-west of Peoria ; Lower Peoria, three miles from Peoria, and half a mile fiom 
Illinois river. 

PERR Y County is one of the smallest in the state, and is situated between 
Washington on the north, Jackson on the south, Jefferson and Franklin on the 
east, and Randolph county on the west It is in extent from east to west 24, and 
from north to south 18 miles; containing an area of 432 square miles. The sur- 
face of the county is tolerably level, about one third prairie, and chiefly a good 
second-rate soil. It is watered mostly by the Beaucoup creek and its branches, 
and the Little Muddy creek which touches its eastern border : both these streams 
traverse the county trom north to south. The agricultural products and exports 
are considerable for its population : they consist of the usual staples of this sec- 
tion oi the state. 

Elk Prairie lies between the little Muddy and Beaucoup creeks, and is about Gve 
miles in extent It is dry and tolerably level ; soil second-rate, and the settlement 
contains about 25 families. 

Lost Prairie, seven miles west of Pinckneyville, is three miles long, and one 
mile and a half wide. It has a rich soil, high undulating surface, and a good set^ 
tlement 

Pinckneyville, the seat of iustice, is a small village, situated at the head of Four- 
mile Prairie, on the west side of Beaucoup creek. It is surrounded by a large 
settlement of industrious farmers, and ccmtains a population of about 100 persons. 

PIKE County is situated in the southern part of the MOitary Bounty Tract, 
and extend from the Mississippi to the Illinois river. At its first formation in 
1821, it comprised not only the Military Bounty Tract, but likewise the whole of 
the state lying north of the IMinois river« and extending from the MississipfH to 
lake Mielii/an, and which is now di¥ided into upwards of twenty countieSi It is 
bounded north by Adams and Schuyler, south by Calhoun, east by Greene and 
Morgan counties, from which it is separated by the Illinois, and west by the Mis^ 
sissippi river. It varies in extent from east to west from 17 to 36, and fhim north 
to south from 24 to 30 miles, and contains an area of about 780 square milesu Pike 
county is washed on its western boundary by the Mississippi river, and on the east- 
ern by the Illinois; in the interior it has the Snicartee Slough, which runs paral- 
lel to the Mississippi through the whole of its western border : this affords a steam- 
boat navigation to the town of Atlas, at a fall stage of water. It is also watered 
by Bay, Pigeon^ Hadley, Key's, Black, Dutch Church, and Six-mile creeks, which 
fall into the Mississippi, and M'Kees, and others, which fall into the Illinois : these 
all flirnish good mill-seats. The land in this county is various ; much of it is gently 
undulating, with a good soil on the rivers. Considerable tracts are subject to inun- 
dation at the sprinsf fkxxls, particularly between the Mississippi and the Snicartee 
Slough. In the interior are considerable tracts of table-land, high, rolling, and 
jich, with a due proportion of timber and prairie. In a plea^nt vale on Key's 
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whose dimenBioiis, form, etc., are not known. The rock is of limestone. The 
sides of the cave are covered with inscriptions, names of persons, dates, etc*' The 
trees have been cut down, and the entrance into the cave exposed to view. 

In 1797, this cave was the place of resort and security to Mason, a notorious 
robber, and his gang;, who were accustomed to plunder and murder the crews of 
boats, while descending the Ohio. It still serves as a temporary abode for those 
wanting shelter in case of shipwreck, or other accidents, which frequently happen 
to emigrants. Families have been known to reside here for a considerable space 
of time. The rock is of limestone, abounding with shells. 

Irish Settlement is on the Ohio river, about 15 miles above Golconda : it is on a 
rich alluvial soil, and contains about 100 families. 

Lewis's Settlement is in the southern part of the county, above and opposite the 
mouth of Cumberland river. This is the oldest settlement in this part of the state, 
and contains 60 or 70 ^roilies. 

Whitesides' Settlement is 12 miles west of Grolconda, on Big Bay creek and 
the state road, and contains a population of 100 families. 

Golconda, the county town, is situated on the west bank of the Ohio, at the 
mouth of Lusk's creek, about 80 miles above, the mouth of the Ohio : it contains 
several stores, the county buildings, &c., and about 150 inhabitants. 

PUTNAM County is situated on both sides of the Illinois river, the greater 
portion being on the western side of that stream. It is among the largest counties 
in the state, comprising an area of about 43 full townships, or 1548 square miles, 
and is 45 miles in extent from north to south on the eastern boundary, and 42 on 
the western, and from east to west 36 miles. The county is bounded north by 
Ogle and Whiteside, south by Tazewell and Peoria, east by La Salle, and west by 
Henry and Knox counties. 

The streams which water this county are the Illinois and its branches. Bureau, 
Crow, and Sandy creeks, &c. ; also, the head-waters of Spoon river, which traverse 
the western border : these furnish many excellent mill-seats. Some of the finest 
lands in the state are in this county : there are beautiful proves of timber, and rich 
undulating and dry prairies ; a few tracts of prairie are level and wet, and there 
are some small lakes and ponds, and some swamps, in the northern part 

The timber comprises most of the varieties common to this part of the state : 
besides oaks of several species, there are black and white walnut, sugar-maple, 
blue, white, and hoop ash, elm, cherry, aspen, iron- wood, buck-eye, linden, locust, 
mulberry, &c. Various mineralproductions exist, and are found in sufficient quan- 
tities : the chief are limestone, sandstone, freestone, and bituminous coal. 

The religious denominations in Putnam county are Methodists, Presbyterians, 
Baptists, and Congregationalists : there is a county Bible society, a temperance 
society, a county Sunday School Union, a number of Sunday Schools, a couoty 
lyceum, and several other philanthropic societies. The towns are Hennepin, the 
seat of justice, for the county, Princeton, Windsor, Providence, Floria, Henry, lks> 
Chester, Wyoming, and Lacon. 

Hennepin is situated in the great bend of the Illinois, on the east side of the 
river : it is about 50 miles above Peoria. Its site is an elevated prairie, the sur&ce 
gently ascending from the river, with an excellent body of rich land adjacent: 
steamboats ascend to Hennepin, at a moderate stage of the water. This place was 
laid out in 18^31, and now contains ten stores, four groceries, three taverns, three 
lawyers, four physicians, a Presbyterian and a Methodist congregation, a court- 
house and jail, a good school, and about 500 inhabitants. 

Lacon, on the east side of the Illinois, 30 miles above Peoria, and 20 below Hen- 
nepin, is a thriving little town, built on the second bank of the river, and contains 
four stores, a large steam flouring and steam saw mill, and 150 inhabitants. The 
country in its vicinity, especially on the east side of the Illinois river, is well set- 
tled, and is a fine agricultural district, of which Lacon will be the place of busi- 
ness. There is in the vicinity of the town an abundance of fine timber, building- 
stone, and stone-coal. The state legislature recently passed acts for the location 
of three state roads to and through this place ; two to connect with the ferry, and 






aod spreading over tbem their luxuriant fields of grain, and herds of cattle and 
sheep, which will soon reward them amply for the labour and difficulties attending 
the settlement of a new country. On account of the great pressure in the eastern 
states, we anticipate a heavy emigration to the west uiis season, and as we have 
an abundance of room, we will welcome those who may come, hoping that they 
will find a desirable home amongst us.** 

RANDOLPH County is bounded north by Monroe, St Clair, and Washington; 
east by Perry and Jackson, and west by Monroe county and the Mississippi river. 
Its greatest length is 29 miles, and greatest breadth 26 ; but it is rendercMd irregu- 
lar by the curvatures of the Mississippi river, and contains an area of 520 square 
miles. This county is traversed by the Kaskaskia river and its branches, Horse, 
Nine-mile, and Plum creeks ; also by St. Mary's and Gagnic creeka At the 
mouth of the Kaskaskia commences the American Bottom, which extends along 
the banks of the Mississippi northwardly upwards of 80 miles. It is the most fer- 
tile tract of land in the state. Upon this the first settlements were made by the 
French of Canada. The villages still retain much of their antique appearance. 
Below the mouth of the Kaskaskia, the bank of the Mississippi is generally high 
and rocky, afibrding good sites for towns. In the interior of the county, the surface 
is frequentlv undulating, and sometimes hilly. Randolph is one of the oldest 
counties in Illinois, having been formed in 1703; and it contained in 1835 a pogu- 
latioa of 5695 individuals. 

In the north-western part of the county are the ruins of Fort Chartres, a large 
stone fortification, erected by the French while in possession of Iliinoia It is situ- 
ated half a mile from the Mississippi, and three miles from Prairie du Rocher. 

It was originally built by the French in 1720, to defend themselves against the 
Spaniards, who were then taking possession of the country on the Mississippi It 
was rebuilt in 1756. The circumstances, character, form, and histonr of this fort, 
are interesting, as it is intimately connected with the early history of this country. 
Once it was a most formidable piece of masonry, the materials of which were 
brought three or four miles from the blufik It was originally an irregular quad- 
rangle, the exterior sides of which were 490 feet in circumference. Within the 
walls were the commandant's and commissary's houses, a magazine for stores, bar- 
racks, powder-magazine, bake-house, gruard-bouse, and prison. 

This prodigious military work is now a heap of ruins. Many of the hewn stones 
have been removed by the people to ICaskaskia. A slough from the Mississippi 
approached and undermined the wall on one side in 1772. Over the whole fort is 
a considerable growth of trees, and most of its walls and buildings have fidlen 
down, and lie in one promiscuous ruin. 

Kaskaskia, the seat of justice, was formerly the seat of government of the terri- 
tory of Illinois: it is situated on the ri^ht bank of the Kaskaskia river, seven miles 
above its junction with the Mississippi The other towns are Praine da Bocher, 
Chester, Liberty, and Columbua 

Prairie du Rocher is an ancient French village, in the north-west part of the 
county, on the American Bottom, near the rocky bluffs, from which it derives its 
name, and 14 miles north-west of Kaskaskia. It is in a low, unhealthy situation, 
along a small creek of this same name, which rises in the blufis, passes across the 
American Bottom, and enters the Mississippi The houses are built in the French 
sh^le, the streets very narrow, and the inhabitants preserve more of the simplicity 
of character and habits peculiar to earl^ times, than any village in Illinoia. Prairie 
du Rocher in 1766 contained 14 families ; the population at present is estimated 
at 35 families. 

Chestor, just below the mouth of the Kaskaskia river, on the bank of the Mis- 
sissippi, is situated on an elevated strip of bottom land at the foot of the blufife, and 
is a commercial depdt for the country back. Exporte by steamboats for 1836, 
$150,000 ; imports, $130,000. It has five stores, three groceries, one tavern, one 
physician, two ministers of the gospel, four warehouses, one steam saw and grist 
mill, one castor-oil factory^ and ^^ inhabitants. 

Liberty is on the left bank of the Mississippi, about 10 miles below the mouth 
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of the county, about 25 miles above the mouth of Rock river, and the former about 
seven miles below that stream. 

SANGAMON County was formed from Bond an ^ Madison counties, in 1821 ; 
and although considerably reduced from its original dimensions, is the largest and 
most populous in the state : it is 48 miles in extent from north to south, 42 miles 
from east to west on its southern, and upwards of 60 on its northern boundary ; 
containing an area about equal to sixty full townships, or 2160 square miles. The 
county is bounded north by Tazewell and a small part of M'Lean, east by Macon, 
south by Montgomery and Macoupin, and west by Morgan and Cass counties. 

The county of Sangamon, ever since its first settlement, has been justly esteemed 
the most desirable tract in the state, and it consequently has been settled with great 
rapidity. Previous to 1819, there was not a single white inhabitant on the waters 
of the Sangamon river : at the last census, the inhabitants numbered 17,573 : they 
doubtless now amount to upwards of 20,000. The county is watered by the San- 
gamon and its tributaries: the chief of these are the sbuth fork of Sangamon, Salt 
creek and its branches, Sugar and Kickapoo creeks: these all rise without the 
limits of the county. In addition, there are a number of small and beautiful streams 
which have their rise and course within the county ; these empty into the Sanga- 
mon on both sides of the river, and furnish the inhabitants not only with excellent 
water, but with numerous valuable mill-seats, besides being lined with extensive 
tracts of first-rate timbered land. 

The whole territory, watered by the San^mon river and its branches, is an Ar- 
cadian region, in which nature has delighted to bring together her happiest combi- 
nations of landscape. With the exception of the creek bottoms, and the interior 
of the large prairies, it has a beautiful undulating surface, sufficient to drain the 
surface of surplus water, and to render it one of Sie finest agricultural districts in 
the United States. The prairies are not so extensive as to be incapable of settle- 
ment from want of timber. The Sangayion itself is a fine boatable stream of the 
Illinois, entering it on the east side, 1% miles above the mouth of the Illinois. All 
the tributaries that enter this beautiful river have sandy and pebbly bottoms, and 
pure and transparent waters. There is in this district a happy proportion of tim- 
ber and prairie lands : the soil is of great fertility, being a rich calcareous loam, 
from one to three feet deep, intermixed with fine sand. The climate is not very 
different from that of the central parts of New Jersey and Pennsylvania, the lati- 
tude being about the same. The summer range for cattle is inexhaustible. The 
growth of forest trees is similar to that of the rich lands in the western country in 
general. The proportion of locust, black walnut, peccan, and other trees that in- 
dicate the richest soils, is very great All who have visited this fine tract of coun- 
try admire the beauty of the landscape which nature has here painted in primeval 
freshness. So delightful a region was early selected by immigrants from New 
England, New- York, and North Carolina : more than 200 families had settled them- 
selves here before it was surveyed. It now constitutes several populous counties, 
mhabited by thriving farmera 

''Arcadian valet. With viiip4iung bowen. 

And grassy nooks, 'neath beechen shade. 
Where dance the never-resting hoiin. 

To music of the height cascade ; 
Skies softly beautiful, and blue, 

As Ital)r*8, with stars as bright; 
Flowers rich as morning's sun-rise hue. 

And gorgeous as the gemm'd mid-night. 
Land of the West! green Fores^Land, , 
Thus hath Creation*s bounteous hand 
Upon thine ample boeom flung 
Charms such as were her gifl when the gray world was young!'* 

The prairies frequently contain fine groves of timber, some of which, from their 
appearance, have received the names of Elk-heart Grove, Buffalo-heart Grove, &c. 
These groves are generally elevated above the surrounding prairie, and are most 
advantageous situations for settlement The inhabitants chiefly reside on the mar- 
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a fut of Salt creek. It will be bounded uorth b^r Tazewell, south by part of San- 
gamon, and on the north-west by the north-eafit comer of Schuyler and the extreme 
south-east corner of Fulton county : from the two last it will be separated by the 
Illinois river. Its towns will be Huron, Petersburg, New Salem, and Athens, be- 
fore noticed. No legislative action has yet taken place in relation to the above ; 
but the great extent and rapidly increasing population of Sangamon county, will, 
no doubt, render a dlvisioB of its territory Accessary ia a short time« 

SCHUYLER County lies ivest of the Illinois river, which forms its eastern 
boundary, and separates it from Morgan and Cass counties ; on the north are Fulton 
and M^Donough, on the south and on the west, Adams and Hancock counties. It 
extends firom north to south «)0 miles, and from east to west from 36 to 18 ; con- 
taining about 830 square miles. It is watered by the Illinois river, and l^ Crook- 
ed, M*Kee*s, and Sugar creeks. Along the IJJinois river is a considerable amount 
of land inundated at high floods, generally heavily timbered, which is the case 
witli more than one-half the county. The middle and northern pculions are divi- 
ded into timber and prairie of an excellent quality. Along Crooked creek is an 
extensive body of fine timber. Sugar creek also furnishes another body of timber, 
eight or ten miles wide. Rich mines of iron ore have la4;el|r been discovered on 
Crooked creek. The towns in this coun^ ajre Husbville, Mount Sterling, Erie, 
La Grange, Brooklyn, and Schuyler. 

The county seat is RushviUe, which is situated on a beautiful prairie, ten miles 
from the Illinois river, and about north-west from Beardstown. 

Mount Sterling, 12 miles from the Illinois and 17 south-west from Rushville, is 
a thriving village of about 50 houses. It was laid off in the fall of 1833, but did 
not improve much until 1836: it now contains five stores, 3 taverns, a church,, 
a school-house, a number of mechanics, and about 200 inhabitants. Coal of a good; 
quality is found within one mile of the town. 

SHELB Y County extends 36 miles from east to west, and 30 from north to 
south, containing 1080 square miles ; and lies north of Fayette and Effingham 
counties, south of Macon, east of Coles, and west of Montgomery and Sangamon 
counties. The population is now estimated at 6,500. It is watered by the Kas-. 
kaskia and its hranches, also by the iiead streams of the south fork of the Sanga- 
mon and Little Wabash rivers. This county has a large amount of excellent land, 
both timber and prairie„ with a good soil, and the surface moderately undulating. 

Shelby ville, the County Town, is situated near the centre of the county, -on an. 
elevated ake, on the west bank of the Kaskaskia river, 40 miles north-east of 
Vandalia, and about 60 south-east of Sprinuffield. It contains several stores and 
groceriea, and a population of about 2.50 inhabitants. The isettlemeots around it 
are extensive, and the country fertile and productive. 

ST, CLAIR County is bounded north by Madison county, south by Randolph 
and Monroe, east Inr Clinton and Washington, and west by Monroe county and the 
Mississippi river. It is from 12 to 30 miles in length and the same in breadth, and 
contains an area of about 684 square miles. This county is watered by the E!as- 
kaskia river, and Silver, Richland, and Cahokia creeks ; on the west, it is washed 
by the Mississippi. The surface is generally undulating, and sometimes hilly< The 
soil is various ; much of it is first-rate, and is proportionably divided intp tijonber, 
prairie, and barrens. .On the banks of^the Mississippi, the low and fertile alluvion 
of the American Bottom extends through the county, parallel to the river. Ex-^ 
tensive coal-banks exiat along the blufis, from which St Louis is partially supplied 
with fueL This is the oldest county in the state, and was formed by the legisla- 
ture of the Nortli- Western territory in 1794: it then included all the settlements 
on the eastern side of the Mississippi. Its inhabitants in 1835 amounted to 9055. 

Looking-Glass Prairie is a large, rich, beautiful, and undulating tract, lying be- 
tween Silver and Sugar creeks, and on the eastern border of the county. It com- 
mences near the base line, in range six west, and extends northward about twenty 
miles into Madison county, and is from six to ten miles in width. Few prairies in 



UNION County is situated in the southern part of the state, and is bounded 
north by the counties of Jackson and Franklin, east by Johnson, south by Alexan- 
der, and west by the Mississippi river. Its greatest length is 24 miles, and its 
breadth 18 ; area, 398 square miles. This county is washed on the west by the 
Mississippi river ; the interior is watered by Big Muddy river, Clear creek, and the 
sources of Gash river. Much of this county is hi^^h rolling tunber land — ^the toil 
is mostly second and third rate, with some rich and fertile iQluvial bottom. It wafl 
formed from Johnson in 1818, and in 1835 contained 4156 inhabitants. 

The Grand Tower is a perpendicular sand rock, rising from the bed of the Mis- 
sissippi in the north-west comer of the county, and a short distance above the 
mouth of the Big Muddy river. The top Is level, seventy or eighty feet high, and 
supports a stratum of soil on which are found a few stunted cedars and shrubs. 
Here are indications that a barrier of rock once extended across the Mississippi, 
and tbrmed a grand cataract. The bed of the river, at a low stage of water, still 
exhibits a cham of sunken rocks. The "Devil's Oven," "Tea Table," "Back 
Bone," &c., are names given by the boatmen of the Mississippi to the singularly 
formed, abrupt, and romantic precipices that line the banks of that river in the 
vicinity of the Grand Tower. 

Evans's Settlement is on the north side, and near the head of Cash river, and on 
the eastern border of the county. It has about forty families. Ridge Settlement 
lies on the road to Brownsville, and extends into Jackson county. It is a high, 
hilly, timbered tract of good land, well watered, and has from one hundred to one 
hundred and fifty families. Stokes's Settlement, in the eastern part of the county, 
near the head, and on the south side of Cash river, contains one hundred families. 
The surface of the land is rolling, and the soil good. 

Jonesborough, the seat of justice, is situated in a high, rolling tract of country, 
nine miles from the Mississippi river. The surrounding country is undulatin? and 
healthful, containing several good settlements. It contains the county buildings, 
several stores, &c., and about one hundred and twenty inhabitants. 

VERMILLION County lies in the eastern part of the state, and adjoining the 
neighbouring state of Indiana. It is situated north of Edgar, south of Iroquois, 
east of Champaign county, and west of the state of Indiana. Its extent from north 
to south is 42 miles, and from east to west 24 ; area, 1008 square miles. The Big 
Vermillion river, with its North, Middle and Saline Forks, and Little Vermillion 
river, water the county. There are large bodies of excellent timber along the 
streams, and rich prairies between them, the surface of which is undulating and 
dry, and the soil rich, deep, and calcareous. Large amounts of the agricultural 
produce common to Illinois are exported to the towns on the Wabash, and thence 
to New-Orleans. Salt, manufactured at the salt-works on the Saline fork of Big 
Vermillion, and six miles west of Danville, is also exported to the adjacent districtiL 

This county was organized in 1826, and in 1835 numbered 8103 inhabitants. 
Between this county aud Iroquois on the east, and M'Lean on the west, and north 
of Champaign, extends a strip of territory mostly 18 miles wide and 48 in length, 
and comprising an area of 780 square miles, which" has not yet received any di9- 
tinctive appellation, but is at present attached to Vermillion county : it is nearly 
all prairie, some of it wet and marshy, containing the ponds and swamps giving 
rise to the Vermillion river of Illinois, the north fork of Sangamon, the middle fork 
of Saline river, and others. It is but thinly settled^ and will probably remain so for 
some time to come. 

Danville, the county seat of Vermillion, is situated on the left bank of the Big 
Vermillion river, on a dry, sandy, and elevated surface, surroimded with heavy tim- 
ber on the east, north, and west, but open to the prairie on the south. The coun- 
try around is pnipuious, and the land rich. It contains a number of stores and gro- 
ceries, several professional men, various mechanics, and the land-office for the 
Danville Land District; together with Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterian 
churches, and about 350 inhabitants. It is a thriving town, and, on the completion 
of the Wabash and Mississippi rail-road, which will pass through it, will no doubt 
receive a great accession of business and population. 
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blu^ two miles back. Henderson river, a fine stream for milling purposes, posses 
along the toot of these, and is crossed by a neat and substantial bridge. There are 
two large ware-houses in the town, one store, one grocery, two taverns, and several 
dwelling-houses. There is a good flouring and saw-mill about two miles distant ; 
and a steam-mill is about to be erected. 

The site of this place was sold by the original to the present proprietor for 200 
dollars, by whom a tburth part of it was transferred last autumn to an eiiterprizing 
land dealer for 24,000 dollars, who has since realized from the sale of individual 
lots the full amount paid for the whole, and yet has parted with only a ^mall part 
of his purchase. The lots sold a year ago have in many cases changed hands at 
an advance of one hundred per cent The proprietors of the town purpose making 
a rail-road from hence to Peoria, on the Illinois river. By far the greater portion 
of this distance is over a nearly level prairie, admitting of the contemplated con- 
struction at a very moderate expense. 

WASHINGTON County is situated between Clinton county on the north, 
Perry and Randolph on the south, Jefferson on the east, and St Clair on the west 
It forms a parallelogram of 30 miles in length and 18 in breadth, with an area of 
560 square miles. This county is watered by the Kaskaskia river (which traverses 
its extreme north-west quarter), and its tributaries Crooked, Elkhom, and Mud 
creeks ; also by Beaucoup and Muddy creeks, which flow into Big Muddy river. 
The banks of all these streams are generally well timbered ; but in the interior 
the prairies are extensive, and sometimes sterile. The surface is generally level, 
and the soil mostly second-rate. Some of the southern points of the Grand Prairie 
pass through the north-east corner of the county. It was organized in 1818, and 
m 1835 contained 3292 inhabitants. 

Nashville, the seat of justice, is a pleasant village, 48 miles nearly south-east 
from St Louis, and on the main road to Shawneetown. It is situated on a beautiful 
and elevated prairie, near the head of Little Crooked creek, two and a half miles 
south-east from the centre of the county. It has several stores and mechanics, a 
steam-mill, and a population of from 100 to 120. 

The Grand Point settlement is on a creek about six miles north-east from Nash- 
ville, and contains about 20 fiimilies. The creek runs north, and enters Crooked 
creek. 

' WAYNE County forms a square of 24 miles each way, and contains an area 
of 576 square miles. On the north it is bounded by Clay county, south by Hamil- 
ton and White, east by Edwards, and west by Jefierson and Marion. The streams 
which water this county are Elm creek and Skillet Fork, both tributaries of the 
Little Wabash river. It is handsomely interspersed with woodland andi prairie, 
and contains several saline springs. The soil is mostly second-rate. This county 
was organized from Edwards in 1819, and contained in 1835 a population of 2939 
individuals. 

Hargrave*s Settlement is on the Prairie adjoining Fairfield, which is about seven 
miles long and two wide ; rolling, and thin soil. Population about 100 families. 

Herrington*s Settlement, about eleven miles north-west from Fairfield, is on 
Herrington*s Prairie, which is eight miles long and from two to four miles wide ; 
surface rolling, soil second-rate ; population alK>ut 50 families. 

Hickory Hill Settlement is 18 miles west from Fairfield, and on the west side 
of the Skillet Fork. The land is a mixture of timber and prairie, soil second qual- 
ity, and a population of about 50 families. 

Indian Prairie lies ten miles north-westerly from Fairfield ; surface level, toil 
of an inferior quality, with a scattering settlement of 15 or 20 fiimilies. 

Martin's Creek Settlement is situa^ on a creek of the same name, five miles 
north of Fairfield. The settlement consists of 50 or 60 families. The creek is a 
branch of Elm river. 

Fairfield, the seat of justice of Wayne county, is on the i)order of Hargrave's 
Prairie, 69 miles south-east from Vandalia, and 36 west firom Mount Carmel. It 
contains several stores, a handsome court-house, and about 160 inhabitants. 
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WHITE Couniy is situated in the south-eastern part of the state. It extends 
from caiit to west trom 27 to 22 miles, and from north to south 23^ miles ; con- 
tain inir a superficies of about 476 square miles. It is bounded north by Edwards 
and \V aync counties, south by Gallatin, east by the Wabash riyer, which separates 
; It from the state of Indiana, and west by Hamilton county. The Wabash river 
' washes the eastern boundary of this county, and the interior is watered by the Lit- 
tle Wabash and its tributarie& The banks of all these are generally well timber- 
ed ; in the interior are many prairies^ most of which are now well cultivate A 
lar^e amount of agricultural produce is annually exported from this and the ad- 
joining counties to the southern parts of the Mississippi valley. White county 
was organized from Gallatin in 1815, and in 1835 contained 64^ inhabitants. 

In tiie north-eastern part of the county is a bayou called Fox River thatpots oat 

from the Big Wabash, runs a few miles, and again enters that river. The late 

I Morris Birkbcck, Esq., known as one of the English emigrants to Edwards county, 

! and author of ** Letters from lUinois,^^ was unfortunately drowned in attempting to 

swim this stream on horseback. 

Tlie county seat, Carmi, is situated nearly in the centre of the county, on the 

west bank of the Little Wabash river, about 20 miles above its mouth, and 80 miles 

I MOUth-east from Vandalia. It is surrounded by land of a good quality, and is a 

' ilounshinir village, containing several stores, &c., a neat court-house, and about 

250 inhabitants. 



WHITESIDE County was formed fix>m Jo Daviess in 1836, and lies south of 
1 that county, nortli of Henry, west of Ogle, and east of Rock Island county and the 
< Mississippi river. It extends from north to south 24 miles, and from east to west 
: from 27 to 36 miles; containing an area of about 712 square miles. It is watered 
by Rock river, which passes through it from north-east to south-west. Little Rock 
river. Wood creek, &c. It has some tracts of heavy timber along Rock river and 
Little Rock, besides groves, copses, and bushy swamps. Some of its prairie land 
id flat, while other portions are beautifully undulating and rich. 
One mile below Albany, the Marais de Ogee, or the Meridosia, puts into the 
j Mississippi, or rather, as is the fact at present, the Mississippi runs through the 
I Meridosia into Rock river. The Meridosia is a portion of bottom-land, fnxn five 
; rods to five miles in width, running from the Mississippi to Rock river in a direc- 
tion nearly south, with a deep channel some part of the way. To the east of it, 
tiie blutf is covered with beautiful groves. The country in the vicinity of Albany, 
and along Rock river, is well known as being unsurpassed. Indeed, the whole 
country, except the swamps, is destined to support a dense population. Two years 
I since, it was not known, and there were but a few individuals within its present 
iKiunclary : now, it is estimated to contain a population of 1500 persons, a large 
majority of whom have been here but a few months. 

The towns, or rattier villages, in this county, have been only recently laid off, 
and are hardly yet settled. They are, Illinois City on Little Rock river, and Van 
Buren and Albany, both on the Mississippi. Albany was laid out last October, on 
the Great Eastern Bend of the Mississippi, thirty-five miles from Stephenson, and 
sixty from (juleua. The town site, and the country in the immediate vicinity, are 
highly picturesque and beautiful, in some parts quite romantic. The landing is 
gcx)d, the water increasing in depth fix)m the shore as half to one, until it is from 
twelve to twenty-five feet From the river the ground rises at an angle of some 
twenty to thirty degrees, until it reaches the height of the surrounding country. 
One hundred and thirty-three blocks of lots have been laid off. Thirteen streets, 
in width from 66 to 100 feet, run at nearly right angles from the river. Liberal 
reserves are made for public benefit, for churches, and schoola There are now 
built and building some fiflcen dwelling-houses, stores, &c., and twice that num- 
ber under contract. A steam saw-mill, now erecting, will soon be completed, 
which will much facilitate building. 

WILL County is situated in the north-eastern part of the state, and is bounded 
north hy Cook, south by Iroquois, and west by La Salle county ; on the east it has 



Lake and Newton counties, Indiana, from which it is separated^by the eastern 
boundary of the state. It is in length from north to south on the western side 4*^^, 
on the east 30 miles, and varies in breadth from east to west from 12 to 38 miles ; 
and containing an area of 1320 square miles. It was formed in 1836, and is esti- 
mated to contain 3500 inhabitants. 

The streams which water this county are the Kankakee and its tributaries, also 
the Des Plaines and Du Page, together with some branches of the Calumet river 
and Mason creek. Much of the land is of firsl-rate quality : there are prairies of 
considerable extent, and a good deal of timber in many parts, lying chiefly in 
groves, and along the banks of the rivers and creeks. The Illinois and Michigan 
canal will pass through the county in a south-westerly direction along the valley 
of, and parallel to, the Des Plaines river. 

In the north-west part of the county, on the west bank of the Des Plaines river, 
and about 16 miles above its junction with the Kankakee, is Mount Joliet. It is 
in the midst of a large plain, covered in summer with short, thin ^rass, and which 
bears striking marks of having been once inundated. Its size is variously esti- 
mated. Beck, in his Gazetteer, states, "It is three or four hundred yards in length, 
north and south, and two or three hundred in breadth, east and west, and is in the 
form of a pyramid." Several gentlemen, who have passed this mound without 
stopping particularly to measure it, have estimated its length one mile, its breadth, 
at the base, half a mile, and its height one hundred and fifty feet It appears to 
be an immense pile of sand and pebbles, similar to the sand ridges along the Illinois 
river. This name was given by the companions of Joliet, who visited this country 
in 1673. 

About two miles below Mount Joliet, and on the same side of the river, there is 
a similar elevation called Mount Flathead. It extends near two miles in length ; 
the north end is rounded — ^the south end irregularly shaped — its contents sand, 
gravel, and coarse pebbles, worn smooth by water friction. 

The towns in Will county are all of recent origin, and mostly small : they are, 
Juliet, the seat of justice, Plainfield, Lockport, Winchester, Lancaster, &c. 

Plainfield is in the north-west part of the county, about nine miles from Juliet, 
and on the direct mail road, nearly half-way between Chicago and Ottawa. It is 
beautifully situated on the east side of the Du Page river, on a fine and undulating 
prairie, and contains about 400 inhabitants. It has two stores, two taverns, several 
mechanical trades, a Methodist and a Baptist congrfgation. 

Lockport is a town site lately laid off on the Illinois and Michigan canal, at the 
termination of the lake level, thirty-four and a half miles from Chicaga Here 
will be two locks established, each often feet lifl, which will give twenty feet fall 
for the immense quantity of surplus water that can be brought fjrom Lake Michi- 
gan, equal to 10,000 cubic feet every minute, after supplying the canal, and 
making full allowance for leakage, evaporation, &c., enough to drive 234 pairs of 
millstones, four and a half feet diameter. A large town, and extensive manufac- 
turing operations, will doubtless arise here, as soon as the canal is completed. 
Near this place, the Des Plaines river has fifteen feet fall. Adjoining to Lockport, 
the town of East Lockport has been lately laid off. 

Winchester is on the right bank of the Kankakee river, about nine miles from 
its mouth, and eighteen nearly south from Juliet It is at the junction of Fork 
creek with the Kankakee, and is a lately settled town, containing only a few 
houses, a store, a tavern, two saw-mills, &c. Yankee Settlement is in the north- 
east part of the county, from six to eight miles north-east from Juliet It is in a 
rich undulating prairie, and contains a considerable population of thriving and 
industrious New England farmers. Emmettsburg is on the left bank of the Des 
Plaines river, and on the line of the Illinois and Michigan canal, a few miles north 
of Juliet It is a settlement inhabited by Irish and German Roman Catholics. 

WINNEBAGO County is one of the most northern counties of Illinois, lying 
immediately south of the state line. It is bounded north by Rock and Iowa coun- 
ties of Wisconsin Territory, south by Ogle, east by Boone, and west by Stephen- 
son county. It extends from east to west 24, and from north to south 21 miles. 
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The following enumeration will give some idea of tlie business of the place : 
There are 20 wholesale stores, one of which imports directly from Europe, besides 
32 retail stores, some of which sell also at wholesale. The various branches of the 
mechanic arts are also carried on, thougii the greater portion of the articles used 
is brought from abroad. There are here eight attorneys, seven physicians, and 
eight clergymen, attached to the following denominations, viz : three Protestant 
Methodist, two Presbyterian, one Baptist, one Episcopal, and one Episcopal Metho- 
dist These have a' church for each denomination, aome of which, in their appear- 
ance, would do credit to the oldest towns in the west There are tour hotels, and 
two others building ; one of which, of stone, will be 60 feet by 175. Besides these, 
there are nine boarding-houses, all of which are crowded with sojourners, either 
temporary or permanent The public institutions are a bank (branch of the State 
Bank of Illinois), insurance office, lyceum, masonic lodge, lodge of independent odd 
fellows, and two schools. The lyceum attracts the greater portion of the young 
men of the town, who engage in the public discussion of questions, and hear lec- 
tures from gentlemen of science, who are also its members. 

There are two temperance societies, one on the total abstinence plan, which is 
the most popular, and is daily becoming more so. There are four newspapers, viz : 
the Alton Spectator, Alton Telegraph, Alton Observer, Temperance Herald. 

The legislature of Illinois have memorialized Congress repeatedly to have the 
great national road, now constructing through Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, cross the 
Mississippi at this place ; and sanguine hopes are entertained that the wishes of 
Illinois in this particular will be duly regarded. 

Building mechanics of all kinds are constantly wanted. The following wages 
are paid : bricklayers, 2.50 to 3 dollars per day ; stone-masons, 2 to 2.50 ; labour- 
ers, 1.50. Where the men are boarded by the employer, a deduction of 50 cents 
per day is made from these rates. Board at the hotels is 3 to 4 dollars per week, 
without lodging; for lodging, 1 to 1.50 additional: at the boarding-houses, 2.50 to 
3, lodging included. Brick at the kiln sell for 7 to 9 dollars per 1000 ; pine boards, 
25 to 40 per 1000, (they- are brought from the Ohio river); wood for fuel, $3 per 
cord ; coal, 20 cents per bushel. The latter is obtained from the hills, one mile in 
the rear of the town; and both wood and coal can be got for very little more than 
the cost of cutting, digging, and hauling. The comparatively high price at which 
both sell, will furnish another evidence of the high prices of labour, and assure 
eastern labourers, who are working at this season of the year for 40 cenU a day, 
that here they may soon realize a little fortune. 

This city is surrounded for several miles in extent with one of the finest bodies 
of timber in the state, from which vast quantities of lumber may be produced. 
Bituminous coal exists in great Abundance at only a short distance from the town. 
Inexhaustible beds of limestone for building purposes, and easily quarried, are with- 
in its precincts. A species of freestone, easily dressed, and used for monuments 
and architectural purposes, and that peculiar species of lime, used for water cement, 
are found in great abundance in the vicinity. The corporate bounds extend two 
miles along the river, and half a mile back. The city plat is laid out by the pro- 
prietors upon a liberal scale. There are five squares reserved for public purposes ; 
and a large reservation is made on the river for a public landing and promenade. 

The prices of lots in Alton depend upon their location. Best business stands 
command 400 dollars -a. front foot; lots more retired, for private dwellings, from 
100 to 50, and 25. Stores rent from 1500 to 400 ; dwelling-houses, from 600 to 
200. Some of the stores do a very larg-e business, their transactions amounting to 
half a million dollars a year: others sell to t^e amount of 200,000 dollars. Clerks 
and professional men only are not wanted. Of all thcifsei, there seems to be no 
scarcity in any part €i the west 

Eight steamboats are owned here in whole or in part, and some of them are 
heavily freighted at each departure with the exports of the town alone. These 
exports must increase as the back country continues to fill up. To add to its re- 
sources, two rail-roads will shortly be made, one leading to Springfield, 70 miles, 
the stock of which has been subscribed ; the other leading to Mount Carmel, on the 
Wabash, the stock of which has been taken in part Land, five miles back of the 
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town, sells at from 10 to 40 dollars per acre, according to the improvements. At a 
greater distance, it is much cheaper, and settling rapidly. The productions are 
wheat, com, beef, pork, horses, and cattle. Real estate has risen in Alton more 
than 1000 per cent, within two years. The inhabitants are principally from New 
York and New England ; and this may be said of all the business men, with two 
or three exceptions. Next to these in number, are Virginians. The natural sur- 
face of much of the town site of Alton is broken by blufis and ravines ; but the 
enterprize of its citizens and the corporation is fast removing these inconveniences, 
by grading down its hills, and filling up its ravines. A contract of 60,000 dollars 
has recently been entered upon to construct a culvert over the Little Piasau creek 
that passes through the centre of the town, over which will soon be built one of the 
most capacious and pleasant streeta Since its settlement, the citizens of Alton 
have enjoyed as good health as those of any river town in the west 

The market is well supplied with provisions from the back country ; prices, those 
of St Louis. The meats and vegetables are excellent, and cultivated fruit is pret^ 
ty abundant The wild fruits are plums, crab-apples, persimmons, pawpaws, hick- 
ory nuts, and pecona. Wild ^me is also abundant, viz: deer, pheasants, prairie 
hens, partridges, with the various kinds of water-fowl. The fioli are cat, perch, 
and bufikla 

Such is a hasty view of Alton as it now is. Its rapid growth is an evidence of 

what enterprize can effect in contending against Nature herself. Scarcely a town 

site could have been selected on the Mississippi originally more unpromising in its 

appearance; and yet in &ve years, probably, it will attract the adniiration of every 

beholder. Already the ** little hills have fallen on eveiv side ;** the valleys have 

been raised ; and within the time mentioned, the city will present to the spectator 

from the river the idea of a \'ast amphitheatre, the streets ranging above each ! 

other in exact uniformity, while from each mountain top in the distance will glitter I 

the abodes of wealth and independence. Tiie fbandatioos of its prosperity are laid ; 

on the broad basis of public morals and Christian beneroleDce. Its churches are j 

its most prominent and costly edifices, and daim the tribute of pniw fzom every 

beholder. 

< These temples of His grace. 
How beautiful they itand! 
The honours of our native plaea, 
And bulwarks of our lana.' 

No people clierish the sentiment conveyed in these lines more than do thnee of 
Alton: not a town in the Union, of its population, has been so liberal in it* c/ntr- 
butions to every mnisiire of (yhriHtiaii Iwinovolence. Tho amount subscriO»?d t:i«r 
present year probably oxcfjods 1(),0(K) dollars; one item in which is the en\jt/:T.\^ 
tion, by two gentlemen, of KKX) dollars each, to emphjy a temperance lecturer i'j' 
this portion of the stit/j. In ad/lition to thip, one of the same fftMitlcmon has g^vfrn 
10,000 dollarn towards thf; firfction amf eridriwrnerit f/ a femnln H«Mniniiry at Mon- 
ticello, five miles north of the Utwn, Ut tho fliippr intend flficfJ of wbirh a mott a'> 
complished lady has beca called from tho cr^lebrate/l instituli; at Ipswich, Ma&A. 
chusetts. 

BEARDSTOWN, the seat of justice for Cawj county, is situated on the eai4 
bank of the Illinois, and about 90 mUes from the mouth of the river. It » oa^ tf 
the chief places of import and export on that stream, and is at the head ciT mviH»- 
tion for the largest class of New-Orleans steamboats. It is never oi'erflovec auc 
the landing is excellent . ^ v * i • 

The town, which was laid off in lft29, and then contained but ene Ipp caDir.. i^y 
now 200 dwelling-houses, frame and brick, and a population crtimaleo « \m:. 
has thirteen stores, eight groceries, one drug-shop, two tanncrw Iwc ftrwt- t.^. 
houses, two steam flouring-mills, one distillery, one brewery, and ttir« iwr •rrr.«> 
lishments. Of master mechanics there are four house-ca^entei*. wtk 'juu.i,*': 
maker, two blacksmiths, one silversmith, three tailors, one haiwt. ok lum-- uat 
bricklayer, stonemason and plasterer, one wagon maker, one etiowiJiiii*" ::ire£ 
coopers, and one barber. It has one church only, which i« nccupiec in tu^ Sxt-Jf^ 
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dists, Uiough there is sometimes Presbyterian worship in town. There is an 
insurance company here. A fair proportion of the houses are two stories high, and 
ail, with three exceptions, are frame, mostly painted white ; — the exceptions are 
thotse of brick. The streets are 80 and 60 feet wide. 

The exports are considerable, and consist of corn, pork, hides, and whiskey. 
Flour was exported a few years ago ; but is now as high here as at New-Orleans, 
all tliat can be made being required for home consumptioiL The chief wtide df 
export is pork, of whichy in the winter of 1835--6, 1%00Q head were put up; in the 
succeeding winter (the last), 15,000. Two hundred were fVequeatly slaufi^htered 
in a day. Corn, about seven years ago, sold generally at 12| cents per bushel ; 
the price now is SO cents. 

Tlie navigation of the river is obstructed by ice, from one to two and a half 
months in winter. During the last season, the suspension continued the latter 
period. The last boat left, Dec. 5th ; the first arrived, Feb. 21st The departures 
and arrivals of steamboats in the year 1836 amounted to 450. The prices of 
freight from St Louis and Alton vary from 25 to 75 cents per 100 lbs.» according 
to the state of navigation. 

Of the inhabitants, the much greater portion are males. From its situation on 
the Illinois river, and very nearly in the centre of the state, families collect here 
in tiie winter and remain till the spring, when they scatter throughout the country. 
As a winter residence it is very agreeable, the soil being sandy, and of course 
never muddy *, but in the summer and fall, the fever and ague prevails to some 
extent. Since 1834, however, the health of the place has improved considerably. 
The inhabitants are from all the states of the union. 

Dwelling-houses, containing two rooms and a kitchen, rent finr one hundred dol- 
lars a year. The cost of building them is about $500. To this may be 'added 
the cost of the lot, which is from 2bO to 500 more. Lots fronting the river sell at 
about lH) dollars per front foot; on Main street^ from 18 to 20. 

Tiie view from the river is imposing, and the general appearance of the town 
exceedingly attractive. The river bank, for two or three miles in length» and one 
in width, is eight or ten feet above high- water mark. Beyond this is a sorrow 
sloiif^h, or sloOf which is about to be drained by an incorporated company ; two and 
a half miles further, commences a fine, rich, cultivated prairie, which extends five 
miles to the blufis. Some farms upon it have been sold at forty dollars per acre, 
and sixty has been offered for others and refused. The price of improved farms 
beyond the blufis is from ten to twenty dollars per acre. 

Beard^town is the terminating point of the contemplated Beardstown and Spring- 
I field rail-road, and the Beardstown and Sangamon canaL 

BELLEVILLE is a flourishing town, and the seat of justice of St Clair county. 
It is situated on the east bank of Ilichland creek, four miles east of the blufils which 
bound the American Bottom, and 15 miles east of St Louis, 71 miles south-west 
from Vandalia, and 843 from Washington. It is surrounded with a rich and exten- 
sive af^ricultural country, and a f>ne body of timber. It is in the centre of the Tur- 
key Hill Settlement, which is one of the most flourishing in the state. 

Belleville is a place of considerable business, and contains a number of stores and 
groceries. The public buildings are, a handsome court-house of briok, finished in 
a superior style, a brick jail, a cler]i*s office, a public hall which belongs to a 
library company, and a framed Methodist honse of worship. It h&s two select 
schools; one for boarders, half a mile distant 

There are two large merchant steam flouring-mills, with six pairs of stones, a 
brewery, a steam distillery, a wool carding machine, eight carpenters, one cabinet 
maker/ five blacksmith's shops, one tinner's shop, two silversmiths, three wagon 
makers, one turner and wheelwright, two shoemaker's shops, one millwright, two 
coopers, two saddlers, two tailors, one bakery, one high school, one common school, 
a Presbyterian, a Baptist and a Methodist congregation, and about 700 inhabitants, 
of whom about one hundred are Germans, twenty French, and the residue Ameri- 
cans. There are three lawyers, four physicians, four resident ministers of the gos- 
pel, and a printing-office, which issues the ** St Clair Gazette." 

' ^ ■ ■■■- in T I 



BLOOMINGTON, the seat of justice for McLean county, is situated on the 
margin of a fine prairie, in the midst of a beautiful and fertile district The town 
is on the north side of Blooming Grove, which comprises a large and valuable tract 
of timber, of all the varieties of the country desirable for building, consisting chiefly 
of lime, maple, ash, oak, and black and white walnut 

Bloomington has eight or ten stores, which do a general and extensive business, 
tliree groceries, two taverns, two lawyers, three physicians, an academy for young 
gentlemen, which is highly commended, and an institution for the education of 
young ladies; also two steam -mills, a Presbyterian and a Methodist meeting-house 
and ministers, a number of various mechanics, and an intelligent population of 
about 700. 

This town is a point on the great central rail-road, &c. ; and, surrounded as it is 
by a most desirable fanning countiy, must increase in importance with its age. 
The facilities for building tumished by the steam saw-mills situated in the town, 
must be felt in the rapid growth of the place. It can scarcely be considered a com- 
pliment to say of Bloomington, that it is among the most beautiful towns in Illinois. 

CAHOKIA is a post-town in St Clair county, three-fourths of a mile east of tlie 
Mississippi river, and five miles south of St liouis. It is one of the oldest settle- 
ments in the state. The Caoquias, a considerable tribe of the Illinois, had, for a 
lonff time previous to the discovery of the Mississippi, made it a resting place, pro- 
bably on account of the same with which the river and the ponds in the vicinity 
abounded. We have no distinct account of the first settlement of this place by the 
French ; but it is probable that it occurred shortly after La Salle descended the 
Mississippi in 1683. Pleased as some of his followers were with the apparent ease 
and happiness which the savages enjoyed, it is probable that they chose rather to 
remain among tliem, than return to their own country. Instances of this kind are 
frequently mentioned by Tonti and Hennepin ; and as the object of the adventurous 
La Salle was to settle and civilize the country, their choice seldom met with oppo- 
sition.^ Father Charlevoix, who visited this place in 1721, observes: — "I was 
astonished that they had pitched upon so inconvenient a situation (being so far from ' 
the river\ especially as they had so many better places in their choice ; but I was | 
told the Mississippi washed the foot of that village when it was built; that in three 
j^ears it has lost half a league of its breadth, and that they were thinking of seek- \ 
ing out another habitation.** — The Indians gradually abandoned Cahokia, as the i 
French settlers increased : they were, however, always on the most friendly terms ; 
with them. | 

In 1766, Cahokia contained forty families ; and at the commencempnt of the j 
revolution, their number had increased to about fifty, which is about their present I 
number. The majority of the houses are built of pickets, one story high : tliey 
generally have piazzas on every side, and, being whitewashed on the outside, have 
a lively appearance. Here is also a Roman Catholic chapel, in which service is 
regularly performed. The inhabitants are principally French. These presorve 
all their ancient manners and customs ; with few exceptions, they are poor, indo- 
lent, and illiterate. The utmost extent of their industry is to raise a few acres of 
com, and procure a few loads of prairie hay. 

By an act of Congress passed in 1788, 400 acres of land adjoining the village I 
was granted to each family; and by a subsequent act, the lands used by the inha- ; 
bitants of Cahokia and Prairie du Pont in common, were appropriated to the use 
of said inhabitants, until otherwise directed by law. 

Both the Spanish and French governments, in fonning settlements on the Mis- 
sissippi, had special regard to convenience of social intercourse, and protection I 
from the Indians. All their settlements were required to be in the form of vil- 
lages or towns; and lots of a convenient sizo for a door-yard, garden, and stable- 
vard, were provided for each family. To each village were granted two tracts of 
land at convenient distances, for *' common fields," and "commons." 

A " common field" is a tract of land, of several hundred acres, enclosed in com- 
mon by the villagers, each ptirson furnishing his proportion of lalwur, and each 
family possessing individual interest in a portion of the field, marked off, and 



bounded from the rest Ordinances were made to regulate the repairs of fences, 
the time of excluding cattle in the spring, and the time of gathering the crop and 
opening the field for the range of cattle m the fall. Each plat of ground in the 
common field was owned in fee-simple by the person to whom granted, subject to 
sale and conveyance, the same as any landed property. 

A *' common*' is a tract of land granted to the town for wood and pasturage, in 
which each owner of a village lot has a common, but not an individual right ' In 
some cases, tliis tract embraced several thousand acres. The ** common** attached 
to Cahokia, extends up the prairie opposite St Louis. 

This place formerly enjoyed, on account of its proximity to the Indians, an exten- 
sive and valuable fur trade; but at present it has few or no advantages, and from the 
number of decayed and deserted houses appears to be on the declme. The situa- 
tion, although somewhat elevated, is damp and disagreeable : in high water, it is 
frequently inundated. The Americans seldom pass a season without sufiering from 
the efifects of the miasma arising from the ponds in the vicinity. The French, 
whether on account of their being inured to the climate, their manner of living, or 
from their possessing more hardy constitutions, are little affected by it, but gene- 
rally enjoy good health. Coal is found in the vicinity of this place. Its discovery 
was singular, and is thus noticed in Breckenridge's View of Louisiana : *'Some 
years since, a tree, taking fire, communicated to its roots, which continued burn- 
ing for some time. Upon examination, they were found to have passed through a 
bed of coal. The fire continued burning until it was completely smothered by the 
falling in of large masses of incumbent earth." 

CANTON is a pleasant and thriving town in the north-east part of Fulton 
county, on the main road from Lewistown to Peoria, 15 miles north-north-east of 
the former, and 25 south-west from the latter, and about 10 miles from the nearest 
point on the Illinois river. The town is situated on the borders of a large prairie, 
and has eight or ten stores, a number of industrious mechanics, and a due propor- 
tion of professional men ; also, a large academy, recently chartered by the legis- 
lature as a college : this is a respectable institution, under the direction of compe- 
tent officers, and contains 70 or 60 students. The population of Canton amounts 
to from 500 to 600. The country around is high, undulating, fertile, and health- 
ful, with a proper mixture of timber and prairie. 

This town will be intersected by two rail-roads ; one of which will extend from 
Peoria on the Illinois, to Warsaw on the Mississippi river, opposite the mouth of 
the Des Moines river: length, upwards of 100 miles. The other will commence 
at Liverpool, on the Illinois river, 12 miles from Canton, pass through the latter, 
and terminate at Knoxvill.e, the county seat of Knox county. Extent, about 40 
miles. The completion of either or both of these public improvements will add 
erreatly to the prosperity and importance of Canton. The prairie on which the 
town is located commences near Spoon river, and runs northward, dividing the 
waters that fall into Spoon river on the west, from those that enter the Illinois on 
the east, till it becomes lost in the interminable prairies on Rock river. At Can- 
ton it is from two to three miles in width, dry, undulating, and inexhaustibly rich. 
Further north, it becomes inferior. 

CARROLLTON, the seat of justice of Greene county, was laid out in 1821, 
and is situated about half-way between Alton and Jacksonville, being 35 miles 
from the former and 36 from the latter place, and 10 miles east fVom the Illinois 
river. This is a flourishing and pleasant town, lying on the borders of String 
Prairie, between Macoupin and Apple creeks, in the midst of a beautiful level 
country, with a rich soil, suitably proportioned into timber and prairie, and densely 
populated with industrious and thriving farmers. Improved farms around Carroll- 
ton sell for ten, fifteen, and twenty dollars per acre. The houses are firamed or of 
brick, built in a plain but convenient style. 

Carrollton has a population of about 1000 inhabitants, with seventeen stores, six 
groceries, two taverns, seven lawyers, six physicians, four ministers of the gospel, 
two male and two female schools, two steam flouring-mills, two steam saw-mills, 
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and one tannery. The court-house is neatly built of brick, forty-four by forty-six 
feet, two stories, with a handsome spire. The religioiH denominations are Bap- 
tists, Methodists, Uetbrmers, and Presbyterians. Tiic iirst tliree have houses of 
worship, and the latter are preparing to build. 

The city of CHICAGO is the largest place in tlie state of Illinois, and has 
grown up almost entirely within the last seven years. It is the scat of justice for 
Cook county, and is situated on the west side of lake ]\Iichi<jan, at the mouth of 
Chicago river, and at the eastern end of the Illinois and Michigan canal. Its 
growth, even tor western cities, has been unexampled. In Dr. Beck's Gazetteer, 
published in 1823, Chicago is described as a village of 10 or 12 liotiscs, and 60 or 
70 inhabitants, in 18^32, it contained five small stores, and 250 inhabitants; and 
now (1837) the population amounts to 8000, with 120 stores, besides a number of 
groceries; of the former, twenty sell by wholesale. It has also twelve public 
bouses, three newspapers, near fitly lawyers, and upwards of thirty physicians. 

Chicago is connected by means of the numerous steamboats, ships, brigs, 
schooners, &c., that navigate the great fresh water seas of the nortli, with all Uie 
different trading ports on lakes Michigan, Huron, and Erie, and especially with 
Buf&lo, to and from which city various lines of regular packets are constantly de- 
parting and arriving. Some of the steamboats are of great power and burthen. 
The James Madison, built last winter at Erie, Pennsylvania, expressly for tlie Clii- 
cago, Milwaukee, and Buffalo trade, on her first trip in May of the present year, 
carried over 4000 barrels freight, and upwards of 900 adult passengers, besides a 
large number of children; and the receipts for the voyage were estimated at 
18,000 dollars. It is intended to have this vessel leave Chicago and Bufialo every 
18 days. The James Madison is 185 feet in length, 31 feet beam, and 45 feet in 
width on deck including the guards, 12 feet depth of hold, 720 tons burthen, and 
propelled by a high-pressure horizontal engine of 180 horse power. 

The merchandize imported into Chicago in the year 1836 amounted in weight 
to 28,000 tons, and in value to upwards oif' three millions of dollars, beside a va^t 
number of immigrants with their families, provisions, 6ic There arrived in the 
same year 456 vessels, including 49 steamboats, 10 ships and barques ; the resst, ; 
brigs, schooners, and sloops. During the last winter, 127 teams, loaded with mer- 
chandize for the country, were counted in the street in one day. 

The Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, Episcopalians, and Roman Catholics, | 
each have houses of worship. There are likewise one or more insurance compa- 
nies, fire companies, water-works for the supply of water from tlie lake, several 
good schools, and a respectable academy. A large ship-yard has been commenced , 
near the city. An extensive brewery, a steam saw and grist mUl» and a large fur- 
nace, are all in successful operation. The building of an Academy of Fine Arts 
is likewise contemplated, and measures are about being taken to obtain for it a 
collection of paintings. The care which the original surveyors took to give the 
prairie winds a full sweep through tliis city, has distinguished it as the most health- 
ful place in the western country, and has made it the resort of a large number of 
people duripg the sickly season. The natural advantages of the place, and tlie 
enterprize and capital that will concentrate here, with the favourable protpecta for 
health, must soon make this the emporium of trade and business lor all the northern 
country. The completion of the canal will give Chicago a water communication 
with all the principal cities in the country : tlie hi*?h prices given for produce, and 
the ready market, will make it the grand resort of the western farmers. 

Chicago is built on level ground, but sufficiently elevated above tlie highest floods 
to prevent overflow ; and on both sides of the river, for a mile in widtli, along the 
shore of the lake, the land is a sand-bank: but back of the city, towards the Dea 
Plaines river, is a rich and fertile prairie, and for the first three or four miles dry 
and elevated. The following description of the country in the vicinity of this 
place is fh>m the pen of Mr. Schoolcraft : 

•* The country around Chicago is the most fertile and beautiful that can be ima- 
gined. It consists of an intermixture of wjto'Is and prairies, diversified with gen- 
tie slopes, sometimes attaining the elevation of hills, and irrigated with a number 
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that manner. He then made known his business ; the Indians proposed to spare 
the lives of our men, provided they would surrender. The proposal being made 
known to the surviving soldiers, they unanimously determined to reject it. The 
boy returned with this answer to the Indians ; but in a short time he came back, 
and entreated Mr. Griffith to use his influence with captain Heald,. to make him 
surrender^ afi the Indians were very numerous. The captain, his lady, and Mr. 
Griffith, were all wounded. He at last consented to surrender; and the troops 
having laid down their arms, the Indians advanced to receive them ; and notwith- 
standing their promises, they now perfidiously tomahawked three or four of the men. 
One Indian, with the fury of a demon in his countenance, advanced to Mrs. Heald, 
with his tomahawk drawn. She had been accustomed to danger ; and knowing the 
temper of the Indians, with great presence of mind, she looked him in the face, 
and smiling said, ** Surely you would not kill a squaw.** His um fell nerveless ; 
the conciliating smile of an innocent female, appealing to the magnanimity of a 
warrior, reached the heart of the savage, and subdued the barbarity of his soul. 
He immediately took the lady under his protection. She was the daughter of 
general Samael Wells of Kentucky. The head of captain Wells was cut oS, and 
his heart was cut out and eaten by the savages. 

**The Indians having divided their prisoners, as usual in such cases, it was the 
fate of captain Heald, his lady, and Mr. Griffith, to be taken by the Ottawas on 
the lake beyond the mouth of the river St. Joseph. Their wounds being severe, 
they looked upon destruction as inevitable ; but Heaven often smiles when we least 
expect it Griffith had observed a canoe, which was large enough to carry them ; 
and they contrived to escape in it by night. In this frail bark 3iey traversed the 
lake 20() miles to Mackinaw, where the British commander afibrded them the 
means of returning to the United States." 

After the war, this fort was repaired, and again taken possession of by the Ameri- 
can troops ; since which time, it has always been, until lately, occupied by a gar- 
rison. 

DECATUR, the seat of justice for Macon county, is situated on the west side 
of the North Fork of Sangamon river, on the borders of an extensive prairie, and 
on a dry, elevated^ and healthful site. This place contains at present a population 
of about IJOO or 400, and promises eventually to be one of the first inland towns 
in the state. Its future growth and greatness are predicated on the surest grounds. 
It is so far from any river towns, that it can never be overshadowed by their pros- 
perity ; while the internal improvements now going into effect, must place it in the 
first rank as an interior trading town. 

The rail-road from the Mississippi to the Wabash, which, by the act of the last 
session, is to take precedence of the other rail-roads in the time of its construction, 
is to pass through Decatur ; this place is also a point in the great central rail road, 
which is to connect the Ohio with the northern part of the state. Decatur, being 
thus at the intersection of these two rail-roads ; being also far in the interior, and 
in the midst of a section of country fertile and rapidly increasing in population, 
enjoys every advantage for a first-rate trading town. It is probable that no town 
in the state will be more, and hardly any one as much benefited by the present 
system of internal improvements, as Decatur. The place too is decidedly healthy, 
it is in a rich and important county, and surrounded by extensive settlements. 

The town contains several stores, and has a number of mechanics and profes- 
sional men. 

EDWARDSVILLE, the seat of justice for Madison county, is on the south bank 
of Cabokia creek, and is pleasantly situated on the high ground which bounds the 
American Bottom. It is in the centre of a fertile and healthful country, well wa- 
tered and timbered, and gently undulating ; presenting at once to the agriculturist 
a most desirable place for residence. The vicinity of the town is settled with 
thrifty and enterprizing farmers. 

Edwardsville is composed of the old town, laid out in 1815; and the new town, 
which was laid out about five years afterwards. It is situated 21 miles north-east 
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from St. Louis, on the Springfield road, 12 miles south-east from Alton, 55 from 
Vandal io, and 836 from Washington city. It has a court-house and jail of brick, 
a land-office Ibr the Edwardsville district, seven stores, two taverns, two physicians, 
tour lawyers, a castor-oil factory, various mechanics, and about 400 inhabitants. 
Here is also an academy and a commodious building. The Baptists and Metho- 
dists have each a house of worship. The inhabitants are generally industrious, in- 
telligent, moral, and a large proportion professors of religion. 

GALENA is the principal town in the lead-mine district in the north-west part 
of the state, and the county seat of Jo Daviess county. It is pleasantly situated 
on Fever river, a few miles above its mouth, and has a population of about 1200 
inhabitants, with 18 or 20 stores,- a dozen groceries, 4 taverns and hotels, a printing- 
office that publishes a weekly paper, called the Gazette, four lawyers, three phy- 
sicians, two schools, two ministers of the gospel, a pipe and sheet lead manufac- 
tory, a flour and saw-mill, a gunsmith, silverbmith, saddler, tailor, several carpen- 
ters, blacksmiths, brick and stone masons, &c. 

This place was first settled in 1826, and was originated by the extensive and 
rich lead-mines in its vicinity. It was an outpost of between 300 and 400 miles ad- 
vance into the wilderness north of St Louis. The amount of business transacted 
here is very considerable, as it is the place of import and export for an extensive 
and rich region of country. There is constant intercourse kept up by means of 
steamboats with St Louis, New-Orleans, Loirisville, Cincinnati, &c. 

Fever river, on which Galena is placed, is navigable at all tiiiaes for steamboats 
of any size; and in high water two miles above, fbr this distance it is deep and 
sluggish. Above this point it runs with a swill current over a rocky and gravelly 
bottom, is full of fine fish, and, like all the streams in this region, it is fed with 
perennial springs. This river rises near the Platte mounds, in Wisconsin Terri- 
tory, in two branches, the East and West forks, runs a south-westerly course past 
Gaiena, and enters the Mississippi seven miles south of that place. 

In the East Fork settlement, which is twelve miles east from Galena, the tim- 
ber is scarce, but there is much excellent prairie, and the lead-mines are the best 
in Illin(N& Population of farmers and miners, about fitly families. 

On the West Fork or main creek is a considerable settlement, and some good 
farms. The alluvion on the stream is fine, and there is a tolerable supply of tim- 
ber. This settlement is eight miles in a 'direct course, and twelve miles the trav- 
elled way north-east from Galena. 

Fever river has been incorrectly called Bean river {Riviere au Feve, Ft.) Its 
proper name has been derived from two traditionary accounts. The first is, that 
in early times the Indians were carried ofi'by a mortal sickness, supposed to be the 
small-pox. This circumstance gave rise to the name of another creek now called 
Small Pox. The other tradition, and the correct one, is, that it derived its name 
from a French trader by the name of Le Fevre, who settled near its mouth. 

GRAFTON, in the southern part of Greene county, is a thriving town, con- 
taining about 500 inhabitants. It is on the north bank of the Mississippi river, 
two miles below the mouth of the Illinois, 24 miles south of Carrollton, 15 miles 
north-west from Alton, and ten miles north from St Charles in Missouri. The 
town is situated on an elevated strip of land under the blufis, and has a good 
steamboat landing. Several islands in the Mississippi make this point the real 
junction of the Illinois and Mississippi rivers, as to navigation. 

The country a few miles back is rich, and becoming densely populated. This 
place must soon become a thoroughfare for travelling from the Sangamon country 
across the Mississippi to St. Charles, and the regions along the Missouri river. It 
has a post-office, several stores and ware-houses, and promises to be a place of con- 
siderable business. A charter for a rail-road from this place through Carrollton to 
Springfield has been obtained, the company organized, and a portion of the stock 
taken. A chartered company is about to erect a splendid hotel. 

JACKSONVILLE, the seat of justice for Morgan county, is situated about 22 




miles east of the Illinois river, and one and a half miles south of Maavaiseterre 
creek. This town was laid off in 1825; but it is only within the last three or tour 
years, that its present advancement can be dated. Its site is a broad elevated knoll, 
in the midst of a beautiful prairie, and, from whatever point it is approached, few 
places present a more delightful prospect I'he neighbouring prairie is undulating, 
and is accounted uncommonly rich and fertile even in this land of fertility. It is 
mostly under high cultivation, and in its northern and western edge is environed 
by pleasant groves. 

Jacksonville contains a population of about 2500, with 16 stores, several groce- 
ries and druggists* stores, two hotels, and a considerable number of mechanics of 
various trades ; also eleven lawyers and ten physicians. It has one steam flour- 
mill, one saw-mill and two oil-mills, a manufactory tor cotton-yarn, two carding tac- 
tories, a tannery, and three brick-yards. 

The public square in the centre of the town is of noble dimensions, occupied by 
a handsome court-house and market, both of brick ; and its sides filled up with 
dwelling-houses, stores, offices, a church, bank, and hotel. From this point radiate 
streets and avenues in all directions. The public buildings, in addition to the 
court-house, are a Presbyterian, an Episcopalian, a Methodist, and a Congregation- 
alist church, a lyceum, a mechanics* association, a male and female academy, and 
a county jail. 

There are two printing-offices that publish weekly papers, the Patriot, and the 
News, and also a book and job printing-office with a book-bindery attached, and a 
monthly religious periodical. 

Illinois college is situated on an eminence one mile west of the town, formerly 
known as Wilson*s Grove. The site is delightful : in the rear lies a dense clump 
of oak?, and in front is spread out the village with a boundless extent of prairie 
beyond, covered for miles with cultivation. Away to the south, the beautiful wild 
flowers flash as gaily in the sunlight, and wave as gracefully when swept by the 
breeze, as centuries ago, when no eye of civilized man looked upon its loveliness. 
Connected with the college buildings, are extensive grounds; and students, at 
their option, may devote a portion of each day to manual labour in the work-shop 
or on the &rm. Some individuals have, it is said, in this manner defrayed all the 
expenses of their education. 

JULIET, the seat of justice for Will county, is situated on both sides of the 
River Des Plaines, at the point where that stream is crossed by the Illinois and 
Michigan canal, about 16 miles above its junction witii the Kankakee river, and 
40 miles south-west from Chicago. This town has been laid ofl^ only a few years, 
and has already a population of about 600 persons: Its position on the canal will 
add much to its commercial importance, and increase its business facilities ; while 
its great command of water-power will render it a suitable place for carrying on 
various branches of manufacture. It has fourteen stores, two groceries, one drug- 
store, three taverns, a saw and grist-mill, various mechanics, six lawyers, five phy- 
sicians, a Methodist and an Episcopalian society. 

KASKASKIA is the seat of justice of Randolph county, and was formerly the 
capital of the Territory of Illinois. It is situated on the right bank of the river of 
the same name, seven miles above its junction with the Mississippi, from which it 
is about three miles east. It is near the southern extremity of the American Bot- 
tom. The first settlement made here was by the French of Canada, shortly after 
the visit of La Salle in 1683 ; and so long as the French continued in possession 
of the Illinois country, Kaskaskia was its capital, and was flourishing and populous. 
When Charlevoix visited it in 1721, it contained a Jesuit college, the ruins of 
which only remain. In 1763, this place, as well as the country east of the Mis- 
sissippi, was ceded by France to Great Britain. In 1766, it contained about 100 
families, which number it retained until the revolutionary war. In 1778, the fort 
situated on the east side of the Kaskaskia river was taken by Col., afterwards Gen., 
George Rogers Clarke. After that time, and until within a few years, this town 
continued gradually to decline ; owing chiefly to the ordinance of 1787, which pro- 







hibited slavery and involuntary servitude in what was then denominated the North- 
western Territory. The slave-holders were disposed to preserve this species of 
property, and in order to do it efiectually, Uiey abandoned their ancient habitations, 
and joined their triends in the new dominions of Spain, on the west side of the 
Mississippi. 

At present this place contains about 60 families, a majority of which are de- 
scended from the French. The houses are scattered over an extensive plain ; and 
the greatest proportion are built of wood, in the French style. Many of them have 
tine gardens in front and rear, which give them a rural appearance. Here is a 
Catholic church, a court-house and jail, and a land-office for the sale of public lands 
in this district; also a nunnery and a female boarding-school. 

On the east side of the river, directly opposite the town, the b1uf& approach the 
river, and continue parallel with it to its junction with the Mississippi, when they 
follow the course of that stream in a soutiierly direction, and terminate thirty-five 
miles above the mouth of the Ohio, forming the southern boundary of the highlands 
on the Mississippi. From the town to the junction of the Kaskaskia with the Mis- 
sissippi, there is a body of land, called " the Point," which is low, and subject to 
inundation, but well timbered, it abounds in wild horses, many of which are 
annually caught 

By an act of Congress, passed in 1788, a large tract of land was granted to the 
different French villages on the east side of the Mississippi, and a separate tract 
to the inhabitants of Kaskaskia, to be used as a common. It is situated on the Mis. 
sissippi, and contains twenty thousand acres. It is under the direction of the 
trustees of the town, in contbrmity with the special acts of the legislature. 

LEBANON is in St Clair county, and is beautifully situated on the west bank 
of Little Silver creek, about 20 miles east from St Louis, 12 miles north-east from 
Belleville, 59 from Vandaiia, and about 831 from Washington City. The town is 
located on the edge of a small prairie. The streets cross each other at right 
angles, and are from 60 to 70 feet wide. It is on elevated ground, surrounded 
with a beautiful, populous, and well cultivated district of country, and on the Vin- 
cennes and St I^uis stage-road. 

Lebanon has a steam-mill, for manufacturing grain ; an ox-mill, for flouring, on 
an inclined plane; a post-office, two public houses, several stores, one grocery, 
three physicians, mechanics' shops of various kinds, and about sixty ramilies. 
M'Kendreean College is located in the immediate vicinity of the town. It is under 
the supervision of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is a commodious frame 
building, with about fifty students in the preparatory department, under the charge 
of two competent instructors. The Methodist society embraces the largest propor- 
tion of the religious community about Lebanon. There is a large society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and a small society of the Methodist Protestant 
Church. 

MOUNT CARMEL was laid off in 1818, by Rev. Thomas S. Hinde, of Ohio, 
with the view of establishing a moral, temperate, and industrious community. It 
is the seat of justice tor Wabash county, and is situated on high ground on the 
west bank of the Wabash river, and just below the junction of that stream witli the 
White river of Indiana, about 80 miles from its mouth by water, 109 south-east 
from Vandaiia, and 716 from Washington City. This place is immediately below 
the Grand Rapids of the Wabash river, the prospective improvement of which is 
thought to give it peculiar importance as a place of business. The country around 
is high, undulating, healthy, and contains an extensive settlement of industrious 
farmers. Tlie court-house and jail are brick. The Methodist society, which is 
large, has a house of worship. 

In Mount Carm(^l are ten stores, two groceries, two taverns, and a third in course 
of prepirition, one stationed preacher and four local preachers of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, one German Reformed preacher, two physicians, one steam- 
doctor, three lawyers, and from 1000 to 1200 population. The religious denomina- 
tions are, Methodists (Episcopal), Evangelical Lutherans, associated with the 



Grermaii Reformed, Presbyterians, some Baptists, and Episcopalians — ^three steam- 
mills, one ox- tread-mill, mechanics and trades of various descriptions, a foundry 
for castings for machinery, &c. The commerce of this place is considerable, and 
from the Blst of March to the 12th of April, 1837, 26 steam-boatB arrived and de- 
parted. 

NAPLES, the most commercial town in Morgan county, is on the east bank of 
the Illinois river, two miles above the mouth of the Mauvaiseterre creek, and 22 
miles west from Jacksonville. It is laid off on a level prairie at the foot of a sand 
ridge, and above ordinary high water. It is in a most delightful situation, with good 
landings for steamboats. There are one or two first-rate hotels in the town, and 
some large wholesale stores. Several saw and grist steam-mills, together with its 
contiguity to the surrounding timber, afford ample facilities for building; its free 
ferry across the river ; its daily line of stages to Jacksonville ; the many addi- 
tional building to be erected this season; and the acknowledged enterprize of its 
inhabitants, all go to make up a flourishing town, and hold out solid inducements 
to capitalists. 

The commerce of Naples is considerable. In 1835, the arrivals and departures 
of steamboats were 302. The exports in produce, during the same year, amounted 
to nearly one million of dollars. A rail-road to Jacksonville is now in progress of 
construction, and will soon be completed, as arrangements were made to lay about 
half a mile of rails eveiy week during the present season. Naples contains about 
600 inhabitants. 

OTTAWA, the seat of justice for La Salle county, was laid off by the canal 
commissioners, in 1830, at the junction of Fox river with the Illinois, and is thought 
by many to be an important location for business. It is laid off on both sides of the 
Illinois river, about 80 miles south-west from Chicago, 175 nearly due north from 
Vandalia, and 219 miles from the mouth of the Illinois river. The country around 
is pleasant, undulating, and well adapted to farming. The timber is in small quan- 
tities, chiefly in groves ; the prairie land generally dry and rich soil. 

At the town site, the water of the Illinois is deep, and the landing convenient 
Steamboats reach this place in the spring, and at other seasons when the water is 
high. 

Below, for the distance of eight or nine miles, are rapids and shoals, formed by 
barriers of sand and limestone rock. Ottawa has eight or ten stores, two taverns, 
three physicians, five lawyers, and 75 or 80 families. Large additions have been 
made to the town plat, by laying off additional lots on lands adjoining. It is 
expected a lateral canal from^the Illinois and Michigan canal will pass through the 
town to the Illinois river. This, by means of a feeder to the rapids of Fox river, 
will open a navigation into Kane county. Fox river is susceptible of improvement 
by slack-water at a small expense, into the Wisconsin Territory, and from thence 
by a short canal of fifteen miles may become connected with Milwaukee. Hence 
Ottawa may be regarded as one of the most important sites for commercial busi- 
ness in the state. Near it dams are already projected across the Illinois river, and 
an immense water-power thus created. The Ottawa Republican, a weekly paper, 
is published here. 

PEKTN is in Tazewell county, and on the east side of the IHinois river, 12 miles 
below Peoria, and 158 miles from the mouth of the river. The landing is tolerably 
good at a moderate stage of the river, but too shoal at a low stage. 

Pekin contains twelve stores, three groceries, two taverns (and a splendid hotel 
building by a company), seven lawyers, four physicians, four ministers of the gos- 
pel, one drug-store, three forwarding and commission houses, two houses for 
slaughtering and packing pork, one auction house, a printing-office which issues 
the Tazewell Telegraph, and about eight hundred inhabitants. 

There is also one steam flouring-mill that manufactures two hundred barrels of 
flour per day, a steam saw-mill and two steam distilleries, an academy, and a com- 
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moD school. The religious denominations are Presbyterian, Methodist, and Uni- 
tarian, which have housies of worship. 

PEORIA is situated on the west side of the Dlinois river, at the foot of Peoria 
lake, and about 170 miles from the mouth of the river. It is the county town of 
Peoria county. The situation and country in the vicinity are thus described by Dr. 
Beck, in his Gazetteer of Illinois and Missouri : — 

" The situation of this place is beautitiil beyond description. From the mouth 
of the Kickapoo or Redbud creek, which empties into the Illinois, two miles below 
the old fort, the alluvion is a prairie, which stretches itself along the river in a 
north-westerly direction, three or four miles. The shore is chiefly made up of 
rounded pebbles, and is filled with springs of the finest water. The first bank, 
which is from six to twelve feet above high-water mark, extends west about a 
quarter of a mile firom the river, gradually ascending, when it rises hve or six feet 
to the second bank. This extends nearly on a level to the bluffs, which are from 
sixty to one hundred feet in height These blufis consist of rounded pebbles, over- 
laying strata of limestone and sandstone, rounded at the top, and corresponding in 
their course with the meanders of the river and lake. The ascent, although steep, 
is not perpendicular. On the bluffs the surface again becomes level, and is beau- 
tifully interspersed with prairie and woodland. 

" From the bluflfs the prospect is uncommonly fine. Looking towards the east, 
you first behold an extensive prairie, which in spring and summer is covered with 
grass, with whose green the brilliant hues of a thousand flowers form the most 
lively contrast Beyond this, the lake, clear and calm, may be seen emptying itself 
into, or by its contraction forming, the river, whose meanders, only hid from the 
view by the beautiful groves of timber which here and there arise, can be traced 
to the utmost extent of vision.'* 

Peoria now has twenty-five stores, two wholesale and five retail groceries, two 
drug-stores, two hotels and several boarding-houses, two free schools and an incor- 
porated academy, two Presbyterian houses of worship and congregations, one 
Methodist, one Baptist, one Unitarian, and one Episcopal congregation, six law- 
yers, eight or ten physicians, one brewery, two steam saw-mills, the usual propor- 
tion of mechanics, a court-house and jail, and a population of from fifteen to eighteen 
hundred, which is rapidly increasing. The " Peoria Register and North -Western 
Gazetteer" is issued weekly, by S. M. Davis, Esq. The religious people of this 
place have contributed no less than about twenty-three thousand dollars, the past 
year, for philanthropic purposes. 

There are four lines of stages leading from Peoria, viz. : one to Galena, Sundays, 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays, distance 160 miles, fare $12; one to Chicago, same 
days, distance 160 miles, fare $12; one to Springfield, same days, distance 70 
miles, fare $6; and one to Knoxville, on Thursdays, distance 46 miles, fare $4. 
Some of these are fine Troy post-coaches ; others are open wagons, on lifeless 
springs, which do very well on smooth ground in dry weather. 

The old village of Peoria was situated about one mile and a half above the lower 
extremity or outlet of the Peoria lake. This village had been inhabited by the 
French, previous to the recollection of any of the present generation. About the 
year 1778 or 1779, the first house was built in what was then called La Ville de 
Maillet, afterwards the new village of Peoria, and which has recently been known 
by the name of Fort Clark, situated about one mile and a half below the old village, 
immediately at the lower point or outlet of the lake. The situation bemg preferred 
in consequence of the water being better, and its beinj thought more healthful, the 
inhabitants gradually deserted the old village, and, by the year 1796 or 1797, had 
entirely abandoned it, and removed to the new village. 

The inhabitants of Peoria consisted generally of Indian traders, hunters, and 
voyagers, and had long formed a link of connexion between the French residing 
on the waters of the great lakes and the Mississippi river. From that happy 
facility of adapting themselves to their situation and associates, for which the 
French are so remarkable, the inhabitants of Peoria lived generally in harmony 
with their savage neighbours. It appears, however, that abput the year 1781 they 



were induced to abandon the village, from the apprehension of Indian hostility ; 
but soon after the peace of 1783, they ag^ain returned, and continued to reside 
there until the autumn of I8l2, when they were forcibly removed from it, and the 
place destroyed, by a Captain Craig, of the Illinois militia, on the ground, as it was 
said, that his company of militia were fired on in the night, while at anchor in 
their boats before the village, by Indians with whom the inhabitants were suspected 
by Craig to be too intimate and friendly. The poor inhabitants, being thus deprived 
of shelter, fled for refuge to the different villages on the Mississippi. 

In September, 1813, General Howard marched with about 1400 men from Por- 
tage des Sioux, for Peoria. The regulars who manned the boats, arrived and 
commenced building a. block-house, which they named Fort Clark, in honour of 
Gen. George Rogers Clark. General Howard, with his mounted rangers, ascended 
the Mississippi as high as Two Rivers, and then crossed over to the Illinois. By 
this judicious plan, the whole frontier was swept of the enemy, who was continually 
harassing them. 

On the 29th of September, the general arrived at Fort Clark. The Indians had 
attacked it two days before, but Lieutenant-Colonel Nicholas, who commanded, 
gave them so warm a reception, that they soon retired. It was concluded that 
they had gone to Gomo*s town, about thirty miles distant. The general immediately 
made arrangements, and marched the next morning to attack it When he arrived, 
he found the enemy had taken to the water, and ascended the Illinois. He burnt 
the village and two others, and remained in the vicinity for two nights. He then 
marched back to Peoria, to assist the regulars in building Fort Clark, which had 
been commenced and named previous to his arrival. 

With considerable labour, they cut and hauled the necessary timber across the 
lake , and the fort was in a complete state of defence in twelve days. While they 
were engaged about the fort, Majors Christy and Boone were detached on separate 
commands. The former was ordered to ascend the river, in two armed boats, to 
the foot of the rapids (about 80 miles), to ascertain if the Indians had embodied, or 
formed any new establishments in that quarter. Major Boone was sent over in the 
direction of Rock river, to collect every necessary information concerning their 
traces, &c. Both these officers returned in five or six days, and reported thai the 
enemy had fled on all points. 

Soon after this, the weather became cold ; and, as no provision had been made 
for a winter campaign. General Howard determined on returning, and accordingly 
took up his line of march on the 15th of October, leaving a small garrison in the 
fort About the termination of the war. Fort Clark was abandoned oy the Ameri- 
cans ; and, a short time afterwards, it Avas burflt by the Indians, as they assert, 
through the instigation of the traders. 

QUFNCY, the seat of justice of Adams County, is situated on the east bank of 
the Mississippi river, about 125 miles above the mouth of the Illinois by water, 
193 miles north-west from Vandalia, and 974 from Washington city. This town 
is only twelve years old, and now has a population of about 1500. It stands on a 
beautiful elevation, 125 feet above the limestone-bound shore of the Mississippi. It 
commands a fine view of the river for five or six miles in each direction, and has 
one of the best steamboat landings to be found on the Mississippi. The first 
cabin erected on the site of this town is still in existence, and affords, by contrast 
with the newly erected habitations, a pleasing example of the progress and refine- 
ment of the place. 

Quincy contains an enterprizing and intelligent community, suitably impressed 
with the importance of religious and moral habits, among whom the principles and 
practice of temperance generally prevail. In the town there are about 25 stores, 
four or five lanJ-offices, including the United States land-office for the sale of pub- 
lic lands in the Quincy district ; three taverns, several gunsmiths, blacksmiths ; 
and cabinet shops, besides a number of other mechanics, eight or nine lawyers and 
five physicians, also two steam saw-mills and a fiouring-mill. The public square 
is large, and may be made as beautiful as Washington Square in Philadelphia. On 
the east side of it, a brick court-house is nearly completeid, at an expense of 20,000 
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dollars. The religioiis denoininatiocis are Metbodista, Congreffationalista, BapUata, 
Epiacopaliana, German Lutherans, and Roman Catholics. The MethodistB and 
Congregational ists have each erected churches, and the Baptist and Episcqmlian 
societies are now building places of worship. The sabbath-schools are exerting an 

I important influence on the rising generation : of daily schools, there are sevemJ of 
respectability. 
The annual exports of flour and pork amount to about $100,000. Many new 

' buildings are rising, indicative of an increase of wealth and prosperity. The prai- 
rie in &e vicinity of the town ia beautifully rolling and rich, and the whole county 
forms one of the best agricultural districts in the state. There are generally at 
Quincy about 300 arrivals of steamboats in the year, and there is no impediment 
to the navigation of the river at any time, except by the freezing of the Mississippi, 
which generally continues only for a brief period. 

Property has increased, in a short period, from 100 to 1000 per cent in valae. 
With all its natural and moral advantages, Quincy must increase, and eventually 
become a place of importance. 

RUSirVlLLE, the seat of justice for Schuyler county, is situated in the centra] 
part of the county, at the south end of a beautiful prairie, ten miles from the Illi- 
nois river at the nearest point, and twelve from Beardstown. The settlements 
around are large ; and the town itself exhibits a quietness and neatness in its ex- 
ternal appearance, that is highly pleasing to the traveller. 

This town was laid out in 1827, when the county was formed, and two years 
afterwards contained only seven houses: they now amount to near 400, with a 
population of about 1200 persons. It contains five churches, twelve stores, besides 
several groceries and other establishments, a considerable variety of mechanics, 
(more of whom are much wanted,) and a number of professional gentlemen. The 
court-house is of brick, two stories high ; and the people have erected a brick 
school-house. Good building stone, and plenty of coal, are found in the vicinity. 
A rail-roMl from Kushville to the town of Erie on the Illinois, ten miles in length, 
is contemplated : most of the stock has been subscribed. This improvement will 
give Rushville all the advantages of a river situation, free from the diseases to 
which some of the river towns are subject 

SHAWNEETOWN occupies a beautiful situation on the western bank of the 
Ohio river, nine miles below the mouth of the Wabash, and 120 above the junction 
of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. Its distance from Pittsburg by water is about 
900 miles, and from New Orleans about 1200. 

The town stands on a level plain, and embraces a view of the river of two or 
five miles in each direction. There was formerly a village of Shawnee Indians at 
this spot ; but it was forsaken before the whites attempted a settlement and no 
vestige of it now remains, except two small mounds. A few cabins were after- 
wards built by the French traders; but these hod also disappeared, and the ground 
was covered with bushes when the present town was established. As recently as 
the year 1808, there was not a house on the ground. In February 1812, an office 
' for the sale of public lands was established at this place; and in March 1814, an 
i act was passed by Congress, providing that two sections of land adjoining Shaw- 
nee Town should be laid out into two lots, streets, avenues, and outlets, and sold 
in the same manner as other public lands. 

The bank of the Ohio at this place has a gradual ascent, but is subject .to inun- 
dation at the extreme floods. Between the town and the bluffs the surface is still 
lower, and more frequently submerged. Though no considerable sickness has pre- 
vailed in this town for some years p'lst, it cannot but be regarded as less healthful 
than the more elevated portions of the state. • 

Shawnee Town is the principal commercial place in the southern part of Illinois, 
and a good deal of business is transacted both in the wholesale and retail line. It 
has eight or ten stores, several groceries, two public houses, and 600 or 700 inhabi- 
tants. The land-office for the district is in this place ; and there is a printing- 
office, which publishes a weekly paper called the Illinois Advertiser. There is j 
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likewise a bank here, which was chartered b^ the territorial leffislature, and whieh 
has recently recommenced doing business^ atier a suspension of several yearn 

SPRINGF^IELD, the seat of justice of Sangamon county, is very nearly in the 
f^entre of the statie of Illinois; being 197 mUes a little west of north from the 
junction of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, and 185 miles due south of the north- 
ern boundary of the state^ 114 miles west of the eastern boundary, and 91 east of 
the Mississippi riven The town is situated four miles south of the Sangamon river, 
on the border of a beadtiful and extensive prairie, adorned with excellent and well- 
cultivated fiirmst and stretching away on every side to the blue line of distant 
forest 

Springfield was laid out about fifteen years ago : but fbr nine or ten years, it 
contained only a few scattered log cabins. All its present wealth or importance 
dates from the last six years. Its geographically central situation fits it most admi- 
rably for the future capital of the state ; while its location by nature in the heart 
of the most fertile region in the western country, and the important public works 
contemplated to intersect it, cannot fail of rendering it a place of extensive business 
and crowded population. 

The public square, a green pleasant lawn inciosed by a railing, contaitui the 
court-house and a market, both fine structures of brick ; and the sides surrounding 
the square are lined with handsome edifices. Many of the buildings, however, are 
small ; and the humble log cabini the abiding place of some of the first settlers, 
not unfrequently meets the eye. Among its public structures are a jail, and houses 
of worship for two Presbyterian churches^ one Baptist Reformer^ one Methodist, 
one Episcopalian, and one fiaptist society^ all of which have ministers and respect- 
able congregations. 

The town contains excellent schools for both sexes, and an academy : thei^e a?e 
also nineteen dry-goods stores, one wholesale and six retail groceries, four public 
houses, four drug-stores, Dne book-store, two clothing stores, eleven lawyers, eigh- 
teen physicians, including steam-doctors, one foundry for casting* four cafdmg 
machines, mechanics and trades of various descriptions, and two printing-offices, 
from which are issued weekly the Illinois Republican^ and the Sangamon Journal. 

By a recent act of the legislature, Springfield is to be the permanent seat of 
government after 1840 ; and an appropriation has been made (^ $50f000| and com- 
missioners appointed to build a state-house» 

UPPER ALTON is a delightfully situated town in Madison county, built on 
elevated ground, two and a half miles back from the river, and east from Alton. 
The situation of the town \a high and healtbyt The country around was "origin- 
ally timbered land, and is undulating: the prevailing growth consists of oaks of 
various species, hickory, walnut, etc. 

Upper Alton was laid off by the proprietor in 1816; and in 1821, it contained 50 
or 60 families. In 1827, it had dwindled down to a few, from several causeSi But 
since the commencement of Alton, the flourishing mercantile town on tlie river, it 
has experienced a rapid growth, and will doubtless continue to advance proportion- 
ate to the progress of the town and country around. There are ei^ht stores, five 
groceries, two lawyers, five physicians, mechanios of various descriptions, a steam 
saw and flour mill, and about 300 families, or 1500 inhabitants. The Baptists, 
Methodists, and Presbyterians, eaCh have houses of worship. The Baptist and 
Presbyterian houses are handsome stone edifkes, with spires,^ bells, &a, and pfo^ 
vided With ministers. There are seven or eight ministers of the gospel, residents 
of this place, some of whom are Connected with the college and the Theological 
seminary ;— K)thers are agents for some of the public ben^oleitt iiistitutions, whose 
families reside here. Good morals, religious privileges, the advantages fbr eddCa- 
' tion in the college, and in three respectable common schools, with an intelligeikt 
and agreeable society, make this town a desirable residence* 

VaNDALIA, the capital of the state, and the seat of justice for Fflyette dotftity, 
was laid out in 181$, by commissioners appointed for that purpose, under the atr- 
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thority of the state. It ifl situated on the west^Mnk of the Kaskaskia river, about 
82 miles north-east froin St Loais, 138 north of the junction of the Mississippi and 
Oiiio rivers, and 781 from Washington City. The site is high, undulating, and 
was originally a timbered tract The streets cross at right angles, and are S) feet 
in width. Irie public square is on elevated ground. The public buildings are, a 
state-house of brick, and sufficiently commodious for legislative purposes, unfinish- 
ed ; a neat framed house of worship fat the Presbyterian society, with a cupola 
and bell ; a framed meeting-house for the Methodist society ; another small public 
building open for all denominations, and for schools, and other public purpoeea 
There are in the town two printing-offices that issue weekly papers, iJie State 
Register and the Free Press, tour taverns, eight stores, two groceries, one clothing 
store, two schools, four lawyers, four physicians, one steam and one water saw-mill, 
one minbter of the gospel, and about 850 inhabitants. Near the river the country 
generally is heavily timbered, but a few miles back are extensive prairies. The 
national road has been permanently located and partially constructed to this place. 
Vandalia will continue to be tlie capital of Illinois until the year 1840: after 
which period, as decided by a late act of the state legislature, the seat of govern- 
ment will be removed to iSpringfield, in Sangamon county, where the sum of 
)B(oO,000 has been appropriated to build a state-house for the accommodation of the 
legislature, and for other public purposes. 

WHITEHALL is a recently settled town in die northern part of Greene county, 
on the main road from Carrollton to Jacksonville, about 10 miles north of the former 
place, and 12 miles east of the Illinois river : it is in the midst of a fertile and 
well-settled tract of country, and contains nine stores, two groceries, two taverns, 
three physicians, one school, and an incorporation for a seminary, a steam-mill in 
the vicmity, firamed houses of worship for Methodists and Baptists, and 600 inhab- 
itants. 

WINCHESTER is situated in Morgan county, 14 miles from Naples, and 16] 
from Jacksonville. Its population is already estimated at 600; and it enjoys the 
advantages of good schools, mills, and manufacturing establishments. It was laid 
off in 1831, on elevated ground, and is a thriving town, increasing rapidly, has 
several stores, and a number of mechanics of various descriptions. The Baptists, 
Methodists, and Congregationalists, have societies here. It has excellent lime and 
freestone quarries in the vicinity, and several mills. 

Winchester is one of the chief points on the line of the rail-road from Jackson- 
ville to Augusta on the Illinois river. A distance of sevea and a half miles on this 
road, from Winchester to LynnviUe, is now under contract, and in a state of great 
forwardnesa. 
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The following letter from the Hon. H. L. Ellsworth, supermtendent of the patent 
office at Washington City, gives a better idea of the cost of cultivatmg the 
western prairies than we have before seen, and we think our readers generally 
will be pleased with a perusal of H.^—^^Sangamo Journal, 

Wubington, Jan. 1. 1837. 

Dear Sir — You doubtless expect some further statement than has been received 
respecting the investment made for you in the valley of the Wabash. A desire 
to meet my son, who was daily expected from Lafayette, has delayed my writing 



until this time. And now, let me say, generally, that the west has grown, and 
will continue to increase beyond the most sanguine calculation. Nor will any 
action of the general government materially check the advancement of the lands 
, which are judiciously located on the ^reat western canals or rail-roads. Very little 
is yet known of the valley of the Wabash. Although the tertility of the soil is 
unequalled, few have ever seen this country. Tiie reason is obvious; there is no \ 
communication with it; and hence, speculators and settlers have passed around it, 
going west, either by the Michigan lake, or by the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 

Five thousand persons \et\ Buffalo in one day to go up tlie lake, and yet not one 
went into the valley of the Wabash. A slight inspection of Uie maps of Indiana, 
Ohio, and Illinois, will show a direct route to the Mississippi from the west end of 
Lake Erie, to be up the Maumee, and down the Wabash valley to Lafayette. It 
may, therefore, be considered certain, that when the rail-road from St Louis to 
Lafayette is completed, the great travel trom the Mississippi valley to the east, 
will be by the lakes, through the Wabash and Erie canal, the shortest and quickest , 
route by several days. A person at the mouth of the Ohio will pass up to St. I 
Louis, then take the rail-road and canal to Lake Erie, in preference to following ; 
the meanders of the Ohio river in a steamboat Can there be a doubt on this : 
subject? — What time will be occupied on this route to New- York? Not exceed- ; 
ing six days. From St Louis to Lafayette (240 miles), one day may be allowed ; | 
from Lafayette to the lake, at the rate of 4^ to 5 miles on the canal (now in opera- 
tion considerable part of the way), forty-eight hours; and from the lake to New- 
York city, via rail-road (now commenced), not exceeding two days. 

What changes this must make in the value of property on the route ! The value 
of land depends on the fertility of the soil and the facility of transportation. From 
a personal inspection of the western states, during six months past, 1 am fully con- 
vinced the Wabash valley has the best soil and most favourable climate. In the 
latitude of Philadelphia, you avoid the extreme of great heat in summer, and of 
cold in winter, and also avoid the danger of early frosts, so prevalent in higher 
latitudes. You may ask, what will be the markets for Indiana ? I answer, New- 
York and New-Orleans, the former by the Erie canal, and the latter by the Wabash 
river (navigable to Lafayette for steamboats), and by the rail-road above-mentioned ! 
to St Louis; also Montreal, by the Welland canaL A choice of all these markets, 
equally accessible, is presented to farmers on the Wabash valley, who possess a 
^reat advantage over Michigan and Wisconsin, in the early navigation of the Wa- 
bash river. The produce of this valley can by this river pass down to New>Orleans 
in flat-boats, free of tolls, and be transported to Charleston, Baltimore, New- York, 
and Boston, six weeks before the New- York canal opens. — This early market may 
be estimated at a good profit in business. 

You may ask if the Wabash and Erie canals will surely be completed 1 Un- 
doubtedly they will. Indiana and Ohio are pledged to complete them. Nearly 
all is now under contract, and government has given lands adjoining sufficient to 
finish the same without any expense to the states. 

As like causes (other things being equal) produce like effects, it will not tax 
your credulity to believe, that the rich lands on the W^abash valley will equal those 
on the Ohio, New- York, and Pennsylvania canals, which vary from 25 to 60 dol- 
lars per acre. Is it possible that lands yielding 40 bushels of wheat, 70 of corn, 60 
of oats, and 450 of potatoes, and distant only ten or twelve days transportation from 
New- York or New-Orleans cities, can be less than »$50 per acre 1 

In making selections, I have, when practicable, procured both prairie and tim- 
ber, though I am sure there has been a common error to pass the rich prairie 
because timber cannot be found adjoining at the government price. Under this 
belief many settlers have, to their sorrow, entered the timber and lefl the prairie, : 
because they supposed nobody Would enter that without possessing the timber. 
The prairie has been entered lately. And such is the facility for raising timber on 
prairies, by sowing the seed of black walnut and locust, that the desire for timber I 
land has diminished. Those who doubt the comparative value of timber land, w 
do well to consider that 12 dollars is a fair price for clearing timber land. 

Timber land, when cleared in the usual manner, is Icfl incumbered with at 
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I would advise to employ smart enterprising young men from the New England 
states, to take the farm on shares. If the laMlord should find a house, team, cart, 
and plough, and add some stock, he might then require one-half of the profits of 
the same. I would advise to allow for fencing or ditching a certain sum^ and 
stipulate that the capital invested should he returned before the profits were 
divided. A fiurmer could in this way earn for himself from $^700 to $1000 per 
annum, on a lease for five years. The second year a mowing machine might be 
furnished, if one hundred acres were seeded down to tame graM. Mast for swine 
is found in great abundance, and the number of hogs could easily be increased to 
one thousand by adding to the number of breeding sows. 

Com is so easily raised that it is found advantageous to turn ho^ into a field of 
this grain without gathering it It has long been the practice m New- York to 
raise oats and peas together^ and turn in the swine to harvest the same when ripe. 
Experiments this summer in Connecticut show a great profit in raising spring 
wheat and oats together, and feeding out the same to hogs. I have omitted to say 
that good bituminous coal is found in the valley of the Wabash. The veins are 
from five to ten feet thick, and a large wagon-l(»d will supply one fire for a year. 
Salt is also manu&ctured in large quantities and superior in quality to the Keo- 
hawa salt 

Farmers in Indiana and Illinois are now successfully inclosiner their farms by 
ditching, which has cost from fifty to seventy-five cents per rod. The laws of the 
states of Indiana and Illinois compel the owners of lands adjoining to pay one half 
of fencing, whenever they make use of, or derive any benefits from tne fences of 
their neighbour. This lessens the expense of fencint^ one-li&lf. 

If it be asked what are the profits of cultivation 1 I answer, if the land is renti^d 
for five years, the profits accruing during this period will repay the capital 
advanced in the commencement, with twenty-five per cent interest ner annum, 
and leave the fiu-m worth twenty dollars per acre at the expiration of the lease. 
Probably the profit will be much greater. Yours, respectfully, 

H. Lb Ellswobtil 
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The six following letters from the pen of a talented young Philadelphian, a cor- 
respondent of the editor of the Pennsylvania Inquirer and Daily Courier, appeared 
in the columns of that gazette during the spring of the present year, under the 
title of ** A Rambler in the West'* They are beautifully written, and possess 
more than ordinary interest for those anxious to acquire information relative to the 
Western County, more particularly the state of Illinois. 

NaL 
The Journey — The •* Far We$t^ — A Prairie on fire — Alton — Chicago. 

Vandalia (III.), Jan. 39, 1837. 

I promised you, my dear P , when I left our good Quaker city, that I would 

give you some account of my wanderings. I had intended long ere this to have 
complied with my promise, but circumstances which we cannot control have hith- 
erto prevented me from discharging that pleasing duty. I design now, however, 
to present yon with a short account of my rambles. 

The morning was cold and lowering, and the rain was descending in ^ 
when the carriage arcived which was to convey me on my journey. It 
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a cheerlen morn, and the streets through which we passed were almost deserted, 
save where here and there a single pedestrian, wrapping himself in his cloak, de- 
fied tlie ** peltings of the pitiless storm.'* I need not say that the lowering appear- 
ance of the heavens tended in any degree to elevate the spirits of the youthfbl 
adventurer, who was leaving the scenes of his early days — the home of his youth 
—the thousand sweet associations of friends and ** &therland,*' on a tour of experi- 
ment to a new and almost unsettled country. But I had determined that the feel- 
ings of regret and despondency, so natural to the occasion, should not have a 
lodgement m my bojom — for experience had fully convinced me that they produce 
no t>eneficial results, but were ofl-times productive of serious injury. Brushing 
away a hasty tear, which, in spite of all my philosophy, lingered in my eye, I 
bounded into the car with, apparently, a light and joyful heart The door closed, 
and soon the last glimpse of my much-loveid city &ded from my view. After be- 
stowing my hearty benedictions on it and the many kind friends its walls. contained, 
I applied myself to the accomplishment of niy purposes. I was anxious to obtain 
a knowledge of the country through which I passed, the character of its popula- 
tion, the nature <^ its soil and climate, and that mass of valuable information 
which travel alone can furnish. 

My course lay through tlie line of internal improvements of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, which are truly creditable to her citizens, and without much delay I 
arrived at Pittsburgh, whose business and activity indeed surprised me. I entered 
one of the noble steamers which crowded her wharves, and was soon proceeding 
at a rapid rate over the calm and tranquil waters of the " Beautiful River.'* Away 
we flew over its glad waters, and soon the spires and steeples of St Louis peeped 
over the distant hill& I tliougbt, upon my arrival there, that I was approaching 
the **far west;" but when I mentioned westf I was laughed at, and was pointed to 
that immense region which stretched far beyond the Mississippi, and was told, that 
when I travelled week after week, and thousands upon thousands of miles in that 
direction, I would then be approaching the confines of the ** Great West*' I was 
inclined to be discouraged ; but being determined to visit the Illinois country, be- 
fore attempting that arduous journey, I was soon on another boat, and ploughing 
the dark and troubled waters of the rapid Mississippi The day I left St Louis 
was peculiarly fine — one of those days in autumn when summer seems to linger 
on earth, as if unwilling to yield to Boreas* chill and nipping blast 

The scenery on tlie banks of the river was truly grand and sublime. Large jets 
of rock obtruded ikr into the stream, and reared their mighty heads almost to the 
clouds. So regular were they in their proportions, and so nicely chiselled, it 
seemed as if dame Nature had built for herself, in this western world, a huge and 
mighty castle, with lotty columns and frowning battlements, defying the skill of 
man to rival its majestic grandeur. Whilst enjoying the sublimity of the scene, 
night threw her mantle o*er the earth, and the ** sentinel stars set their watch in the 
skies** — when suddenly the scene was lighted by a blaze of light illuminating 
every object around. Lo, it was the prairie on fire. Language cannot convey, 
words cannot express to you the faintest idea of the grandeur and splendour of that 
mighty conflagration. Methought that the pale queen of night, disdaining to take 
her accustomed place in the heavens, had despatched ten thousand messengers to 
light their torches at the altar of the setting sun, and that now they were speeding 
on the wings of the wind to their appointed stations. As I gazed on that mighty 
conflagration, my thoughts recurred to you, immured in the walls of a city, and I 
exclaimed, in the fullness of my heart, 

*' Oh flv to the prairie, in wonder, and ^aze 
As o er the grass sweeps the raogniflcent blaze 
The world cannot boast so romantic a sight-^ 
A continent flaming 'raid oceans of light." 

I arrived early on the following morning at Alton, which is a flourishing and 
thriving place, and presents a busy appearance. With its situation I was much 
pleasedf but more gratified with the enterprize of its citizens. Every one here was 
active and industrious — there were no loungers — no idlers — no "loafers" to be 
seen. Every one seemed engaged in some occupation, and was pursuing it with 
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industry and leaL Large stores — as large as these which adMH onr eastem eit^ 
— were buildiog oa the waters edge ; dweliiog brjunea r/ all nxes were tf^n^ntr 
up, and the bum of busy industry was souDding throagn the Kt/eetii I left tibut 
city with regret, being compelled to pursue my jorimey, AfUrr a very frfeaaa&t 
ride through a oiost delightful country, I am red at Cn^ca^ ot. 

Chicago is, without doubt, the greatest wonder in this wonderful c^^tsdry, T'mr 
years ago the savage Indian there built his littie wigwa^H- ^m; orxne KUf Utt^fs 
saw undismayed his own image T*:iiecied fnjm the pfMikW:4 ttatrr*jr of tife l^iMmy 
lake — the adventurous settler tiien cultivated a s»r»aii f^^Ujo '4 Utt^ts fefti^b pra^* 
ries, and was living far, far away fmfa tl«e CfMnff/fU 'Jf rAViAZMlifju. Y*^^t y^^r* 
have rolled by, and bow changed that scene I TtisU ItAum w ry/w CTts*su far iir«9kt 
of the Mississippi ; \tfo has left his native bilb— bis huiiting ffr*MtAtt^^iitH %fny- «/f 
bis father — and now is building his borne in the far wrst, ajrain Uf U; ^nvrfj a»«y l,^ 
the mighty tide of emigration. That gallant stag iy> UMngiff i0MtiAti t^Mm vVr ti^jM: 
mighty plains, but startles at tlie ruislling of HVi:ry ieaf fjr ki'^Um*/ '4' *;v<rry wifyj, 
fearing the rifles of the numerous S'lmriM^tk wi^* tifjw fturtnut Utt: danune *JtkMH. TitkK 
adventurous settler is now surrounded by luxury arid rtsUt^utttui ; a i:iiy witii a pfy^- 
lation of over six thousand sr^jbf lias of/w ariMrft ; ilM fepires gJjtUrr nt Vm uif/fmir^ 
sun; its whanes are crowded by the vewei* fjttnuUs; tU fe</<9eU are l^il)^*: WtUi UtM: 
hasv hum of commerce. 

The wand of the magician or the speJJ of a uMtutma tt^s**^ ^fSn^^M tJmitfgtm Uk*: 
these ; nay, even Aladdiu*s lamp, in all jtv gW^, fiever pertrxoM^d ^rtsithir ik*jii^n. 
But the growth of the town, extraordinary as it is, bear* uo '>^iipar M^/fj with ti«ai 
of its commerce. In 1%$5, there were but Pjur arrival* — '/r aU^t 7<ifl I/^m, In 
1836, there were four hundred and fiftvH$ix arrivals, or abr^t iHt/jtM) Uhu. J^/iui 
me if you can to anv place in tliis land whose trsde iias U^eii iitcrtnuaind m Uie like 
proportion. What nas produced tiiis great proi^perity 1 I iui«wer, lU gr«at uslural 
advantages, and the untiring eoterpriz* </ itif citizeiM. Its situatiMi is mmirimmittj 
by any m our land 

Lake Michigan opens to it the trtde f4 the norOi gnd east, and tJie Iliiiiois and 
Michigan cansd, when complete, will open the trade of tlie soutii arid b'^'itJj-wefel. 
But the great diare of its prosperity is to be attribute to the eritcrprize </f itb 
citizens: most of them are young — many tliere are upon wb^jse teiupl^^ tiie golden 
lock of youtli is not darkened ; many w^io a sl^iort time since bade adieu to the tHu- 
cinations of gay society, and immured ttiemselves in the western wiblerness, de- 
termining to acquire both fame and fortune. And wliat lias been Uie result 1 — 
While many of their companions and former associates are now toiling and strug- 
gling in the lowly vale of life, with scarcely eo'^Hjgh of tlie world*s gesr to drive 
away the cravings of actual want— tlie enter prizing adventurer lias amassed a 
splendid fortune---has contributed to build up a noble city, tlie pride (jf his sdriptiid 
state, and has truly caused tlie wilderness to bloom and blossom like the rose. 
Such are always the rewards of ever daring mindik 
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NalL 
Peru, 

P«ru, (ni.) F«b. 4. 1837. 

I resume my narrative. 

The next point to which my attention was directed was Peru. This place will 
unquestionably become one oi^ the greatest inland towns in the West, and second 
only to Chicago. A traveller riding through would smile if you were to tell him 
that this place was destined to become a city. One humble tenement is all it 
boasts, and a stranger would be apt to imagine, when you told him that a town was 
laid out there, and that lots were commamiing from $11000 to #2500 apiece, that 
the speculating fever was raging with all-pervading influence. But upon careful 
examination and mature reflection, I have arrived at the conclusion above stated. 

Peru is situated on the Illinois river, at the head of river navigation, and is the I 
point of termination of the Illinois and Michigan Canal. 



TV a cumU vbes oomplcfied. will be tbe nmC splendid project of intenial im- 
TroTemeot in the Unxn. In czLeDsiofB are sxij feet wide at the top water 
\iLA — 35 feet Wide ml tae boctaca. aod sx feet deeI^^''^he estnnated cmt of which 
i§ ;i:n-> in::MB& T^iis ze a great link m Use gzaodeet chain of ioteftlal iiDpiw&: 
!r.<sts ksoTD m tbe vorac— - it c=:tes tiie SLBESBippi with oar inknd adu^ the 
Gi.: oc~ Sl Lkvrezxe with the G.2.f of' Mexioo, and the Bockj mooBtaiiis with 
c:;e A'iuitic coast." Where can be fcund a work of interaal impioTeiiient more 
imsortiat tnao this ! 

bt:£:d«. the great ceotral rail-road froaa the nicoth of flie Ohio tenuDatea here. 
I: is situated in the mad^ of a zzxxt feniie regioo, ahoonding in grain, in Coal, in 
iroa. and in hydnaiic power. Tl}ese things bezn? coosidered, is it wradg to 8op^ 
poee that a larre inland citj will here arise ! For myself I have no doabt of 
L^e tact, and would stake my reputation on the resu!L And bat a few abort 
months ago. the land there was entered by an enterprizing PennsyKuiiaii, (ooe 
wiia by Tiis bj^iness talecLSf enterprize, and unspotted repatation, oas amuBed a 
ir.imincent fi.-rtJine^ and who can be pointed to as a disdngnished example of the ; 
success which attends weli-directed efforts^ libr a dollar ami a quarter per acre — { 
now It will r«*aA::!y comaiand from 5000 to 10.000 dollars per acre. 

I assure j-xl. my dear ^ I have often wished as 1 was roamiog orer this beau- 

iifiii country, that you were with me, to view this scene in all its gloiy, to cast 
your eyes over a boanoless tract of land, on which stem Winter has cast his fleece- 1 
white mantle, to feel the west wind blowing on your cheek-, and to experience that 
Uiriil of pleasure which the sight of those grand and mighty prairies alone can 
b^tow. But perhaps you will see them at a more propitious period. Come, when 
Flora casts her garlands o*er tlie land, — Come, 

" When univeml Pka 
Knit with the graces and the honn in danee^ 
Leads oa the gentle Spring.'* 

Come, when the prairie flower is in blossom— come when " the rank graas is waT' 
ing in billowy pride/* Come when the chain that now binds these sloggiah streama 
is loosed, and hear them laugh and merrily sing as they joomey oo to the ocean. 
Come then and view tiiis rich, tliis growing, this flourishing country— examine its 
resources. See the field that is opened for enterprize and talent — ^look at the 
laurels which can be gained by exertion here, reflect on its increasing greatness^ 
and the influence it is destined to exert upon our common country ; and my word 
for it, a city life will lose its charms, and you will, without a sigh, bid it farewell, 
take up your stafl^ and come and pitch your tent in the greaV--4ba growing — the 
mighty — the boundless NVest 



Na IIL 

A Snow-Storm On the Prairie, 

Peoria, (m.) fieb. 9, 1837. 

''Now sharp Boreas bloMrs abroad, and bringi 
The dreary winter on his frozen wings; 
Beneath the low-hung cluiids, the sheets of snow 
Descend, and whiten all the fields below." 

Such was the burden of my song when I awoke from a most refreahing sTanber, 
and saw large white flakes descending, and the whole country covered with the 
snowy garb of winter. It is oflrtimes a very pleasant employment to watch the 
j progress of a snow-storm, but then you must be sheltered from its violence^ for I 
' assure you, you cannot at all sentimentalize when you are Breasting its fury,, and 
have a long and dreary joomey before ^oti. However, this morning I was in a 
peculiarly good humour, and disregdrdml^ the solicitations of my mends, who 
I begged me to remain until the storm had abated, I deternnined to resume my 
joarney. Soon the merry jingle of the sleigh-bell announced to me that my vehi- 
cle waff art the door of my friend's hospitable mansion — into it I sprung with joy- 
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0U8 ffaiety, and away we flew orer the bnmd mod bwodlen prairie. My iMible 
steed seemed to feel a new excitemeat as be inbaied tbe freah agjnuag breeze, 
which lent life and vigour to every oer\-e. 

A prairie is ooost beaatiful in ''the spring time of year,* for Uien it is a garden 
formed and culuvated by aature*s hand, where spring Uie clusteriug flriWf^m which 
bloom in rich luxuriance, and "shed their fngmnce on tiie de^rt sjr." But wiA«;u 
stem winter casts her mantle over tiie eartli, and bindtf tfje hinr^M itt jcy UrtU-rrt, 
then a prairie is a spectacle, grand and suMii/ie, axid wiil w^]] repvy i'*jr tlie ittnU 
ships aiid privations of Wetstem traveliin^f. 1 wu ';rxnp(:jj<:d, ^f^wever, t// ndf; 
against the wind, which whiirtled arr^nd and blew dir'yjljy in my ii^At. K#/ vwl<rnl 
was the storm that I was aimoeft blinded by tlie thjck flaki:^ that w^m; rbjshf^ di- 
rectly in my eyes. Had I acted with prudenc;, 1 MifMld lia\e djhc<inlintj<;d my 
journey, and made myself airnfortable for the remainder of tiie 'lay at the J«>(/ hut 
where I dined — but I deterrain<,'d, in fepite of wind and Wiratljer, U^ remrh Vtujrm 
by night Whilst progresifing quietly on my way, gray twihght exti;niji$d Jjer 
evening* shades on earth. Still 1 drove on, anxious t^> reach my f^>int of di'fctjna^ 
tion. Not a sing'le star peeped out frryfn the h'^uvens t/> feherJ itis iiishi on a Umighu 
ed traveller. The storm increased in violence, and the cf^ld wiikjm whifttled « 
wintry tune. I now found I had strayed from the road, and hfrre w«« 1 on a itrtMui 
prairie, without mark or mound, and had loift the trace, which whm ani now covi-r^j 
by the falling snow. 

Unfortunately I had left my compass Miiud, Bad wtw I was on a broaiJ mtu. 
without a chart or compass, and without one fetray light in the heavt'iis whereby U) 
direct my course. The mariner, when t^M^ed upt^i tiie billows of the tiUjrmy ommiif 
has at least the satis&ction of knowing where he is, for the niH.-dle will alwayis p«;int 
to the pole, and his chart will tell him of the dangers in hiH patli — but the weary 
traveller, who has lost his way on a Prairie, is on a Uiundleb« sea, when; he can- 
not even tell the direction he is pursuing, for (Si^imnH he will travel hour after fiour, 
and still remain at nearly the same point frrjm which he start^id. Had even one 
accommodating star beamed in the heavens, I Uvjuld not have htmn Uie least dis- 
concerted, for then I could have some object whereby Vi ifuide my bti;ps. But ail 
the elements combined against me, and 1 assure you my feelings were by no nieaiis 
comfortable. Memory ran over the sad history of tiie numer<ius travellers, wJio 
had been overtaken by night, and been buried in tlie falling snow ; many wlio haii 
started in the morning fullof gay hopes and buoyant anticipations, wlut, ere aiuither 
sun had risen, bad found a cold and solitary grave — arrested in their course by tlie 
chill and icy hand of death. Alas, thought I, how true it is, 

" For them no more the blazing hearth shall bum— 
Or biiinr housewife ply her evening care ; 
No children run to lisp their sire's reiuni — 
Or climb liis knee, the envied kiss to share."' 

Insensibly I felt a strong inclination to sleep— I had alwaya heard that this was a 
dangerous symptom, and if I yielded to its influence, my life would certainly he 
lost I endeavoured to shake off the drowsy feeling. Never before have I expe- 
rienced such a strone' inclination to sleep. Never before did I exert myself more 
to keep awake. I halloed — I shotited — I beat my breast to preserve animation, 
and tried every method to prevent my yielding to the drowsy influence. My noble 
horse was almost exhausted, and I myself bejran to despair of reaching a place of 
shelter — when suddenly a ray of light beamed upon the snow, and she^ a shadow 
around me. Encouraged by this favourable token, 1 urged on. My jaded steed 
also seemed to know that he was approachin^f a place of shelter, for he quickened 
his pace, and shortly afterwards I discovered at a distance, a small log-hut, from 
whose window beamed a broad blaze of light Soon was I at the door, and warm- 
ly welcomed by the kind owner, who shook the snow from my garments, and gave 
me a seat before a blazing Are. 

Oh, how delightful was the sense of security as I sat sheltered from the wintry 

blast, and listened to the tales of the inmates, many of whom had, like me, been 

overtaken by the storm, and now were relating the events of their journey. I have 

I passed many delightful evenings in the course of a short but eventful lite — I hay« 



more capable of commanding a g^eat hydraulic power 1 Reflect upon the face of 
the country and the nature of ita soil. Here are no high and barren hills, or thick 
and dense woodlands, but broad and rolling prairies. 

The state of Ohio will, at the next census, rank the third state in the confede- 
racy ; I mean as regards wealth and population — and yet what immense labour 
was required ^ to clear" a large portion of her territory, and then, at her early 
settlement, we had but a capital stock of six millions of souls. And if Ohio in 
thirty years rank as the third state in this Union, 1 ask what time will it require 
ibr a state to stand beside her — where the ground is already prepared by nature*8 
hand tor the farmer — when we have a capital stock of over thirteen millions, and 
when the facilities for emigration are ten-lold increased. Besides, Illinois contains 
a larger quantity of rich land than any other state, and therefore can maintain a 
large agricultural population, which is the great basis of national wealth. These 
things being considered, can we doubt tliat ere \otts these beautiful prairies will be 
adorned by the home of the settler — will re-echo uie shrill whistle of the plough- 
man, as he ** homeward plods his weary way,*' or the glad and joyous song of the 
reaper, as he gathers in the golden harvest 1 

Can we douut that, ere long, Illinois will stand among her sister states— ''her 
brow blooming with the wreaUi of science, her path strewed with the offering of 
art, her temples rich in unrestricted piety,*^ her prairies waving with the fruits of 
a^rriculture, her noble streams bearing upon their bosoms the produce of ever^ 
clime, her borders filled with a rich and thriving population, attached to the insti- 
tutions of our fathers ; lovers of rational and enlightened liberty, and reflecting 
honour and glory upon our common country; But I must pause f my eyes ^row 
heavy — my candle has almost burnt to its socket — and I must bid you good night 
For now, 
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The lamp of day ii auencb'd beneath the deea 
And lofl approach the balmy houn of ileep. 



Na V. 
The East—The WestSnterprize^Agrictdture. 

Sprinyfield, (III.) Feb. 97. 1837. 

Here am I at the neat and pretty town of Springfield, a place of considerable 
trade, and containing a truly kind and hospitable population. The journey from 
Peoria to Springfield was most delightful. The air was pure and balmy — the 
heavens were blue — the roads were in fine order, and the " tout ensemble" was 
(to use a western term) " gorgeous." I am now snutrly ensconced in a comfortable 
room, and intend to entertain you with a few detached and unconnected thoughts — 
and I will commence by saying, that the period of the year is fast approaching, 
wnen ttie tide of emigration rolls to the western world. As soon as the streams 
that now are bound by winter's chain, are loosed — as soon as the noble steamers, 
that ^ walk the waters like a thing of life," are plying up and down our rivers, the 
numbers of emigrants who will come to this land of promise, will far exceed that 
of any previous year. It is not merely the oppressed and afflicted of foreign climes, 
who have left their native hills for this land of peace and plenty ; but many of our 
most enterprizing citizens, actuated, some, by a desire to improve their fortunes, 
and others by that truly American spirit — the love of rambling (for we are truly a 
migratory people,) will forsake their own comfortable homes, to examine the pros- 
pects of this much talked of, much written of, and far-famed country. 

That those who possess sufficient intelligence, to appreciate and understand the 
advantages of this country, and a spirit of enterprize that will support them under 
the privations they must necessarily encounter, will be charmed and gratified with 
their western tour, I have no doubt ; nor do I question that Illinois, in the progress 
of another year, will rank among her citizens, many of the most intelligent and 
enterprizing of our sister state& That this country possesses advantages of a most 
important character, and ofl[ers many attractions to the youthful adventurer — ^to ^»»'** 
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wlio would acquire both fame and fortune, can, I think, easily be shown, and I would I 
present a few considerations tending to illustrate the subject 

And I will premise by saying, tliat tliere is no truth more evident to tlie reflect- 
ing mind, than that in this transatlantic world, every one must be the architect of 
his own fortune — no matter what course of life is adopted, be it professional or me- 
chanical, tlie basis upon which every hope of future eminence must rest is, diligent, 
untiring, persevering application. Assmning this fact as granted, 1 would refer to 
the superiority of tlic western portion of our continent over the eastern, as regards 
the act/uisition of wealth — jnrofessional eminence — political distinction^ and the 
op|K)rtunity offered of exercising influence on society and the destinies of our cmhf 
mon country. 

As respects the acquisition of wealth — the great basis of all wealth is the agri- 
cultural interest, and that cotmtry must be the richest, which is the most capable 
of supporting the largest agricultural population. Land, rich and fertile soil, is the 
foundation of a nation*s glory. It is true, that commerce tends much to enrich a 
people, and large^ nay, immense fortunes, have been made in the pursuit of trade, 
but who docs not know the mutations of trade ? — who is not cognizant of the fluc- 
tuations of commerce } who is ignorant of tlic fact, that he who is engaged in com- 
mercial transactions may to-day be master of thousands, and roll in splendour and 
luxury, and to-morrow be a bankrupt, and know not where to lay his head ? Do 
you seek fur the evidence of this fact ? Go to any of our large cities and inquire, 
and you will find the sad truth written in indelible characters, so plain that he who 
runs may read. 

Now none of these mutations and fluctuations afflict the agricultural or producing 
class of society — no panics or pressures occur among them — a stormy sea cannot 
swallow up their earninirs, nor a raging fire destroy the toil of years. The seed 
is dropped into the ground, and, " He who tempers the wind to the shorn lamb,*^ 
sends the genial sunshine and refreshing showers, and the ripe and yellow harvest 
awaits the labourer*s gathering. 

Now, land in the western world is rich and fertile, and I will venture to say, 
that the soil of one of the prairies is more productive than any soil in your much 
loved state, not even excepting the far-famed Lancaster county, where the toil and 
labour of many years has been expended in improving it This rich and fertile 
soil can be entered at $L25 per acre, or bought "second-hand'* for from $2.50 to 
^SH) per acre. And it has been proved by actual experiment, that an enterprizing 
settlor can break and sow 80 acres, and from the profits of his crop can realize a 
sufficient sum to enter and pay for his land ; thus in one year, by the toil and labour 
of his hand, acquiring a fee-simple title to a fine and improving farm. In what 
portion of the eastern states can this be done 1 "I pause for a reply." Again — 
wealth will be acquired by the natural increase of the country. 

This whole rejs^ion (particularly the states of Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin 
Territory,) is filling up with great and unexampled rapidity. The increase of tlie 
country is truly wonderful, and one who has not witnessed it can scarcely believe 
it The growth and prosperity of Chicago may be taken as a fair example of the 
unprecedented increase and advancement of the country. Cities and towns spring 
up in every quarter, and a mighty tide of emigration is rolling far and wide its fer- 
tilizing influence. 

A small sum of money now judiciously invested, will increase in a ratio not even 
dreamed of by an eastern capitalist Speak to them of the advantages of this re- 
gion, and they smile, and tell you, you are exercising the powers of a fertile ima- 
gination. They manifest the same incredulity as was exhibited by the eastern 
monarch, when told by the philosopher, that he came from a country where water 
became congealed, and bore upon its bosom, men, and horses, and chariots. The 
monarch was indignant, that any one should attempt (as he supposed) to impose 
upon his good sense and experience ; for he had been sunned in a burning clime, 
and there the streams were never bound by winter's chain, but were ever rolling 
their turbid waters, and yet the philosopher's tale was no less tnie than strange — 
and 80 it is with our eastern capitalists — they can form no idea of the increase and 
{ unexampled advancement of this '>'^"»*-~ for it is unparalleled in tlie annals of the 



world; &ad although they sometimes think they are very wise in discrediting our 
statements, they are only acting from a principle of human nature, (which is truly 
illiberal and narrow,) to di»believe any thing that is contrary to Uieir preconceived , 
opinions, and has never occurred under the observation of their senses. 

But judging of the future by the past, and can we have a better lamp to our j 
steps than that of experience] what may we not anticipate from the increase of,' 
this country 7 It seems but yesterday that the whole valley of the Mississippi was | 
a wilderness, untrodden, save by the moccasin of the red man, where the silence | 
and solitude of nature was unbroken mve by the shriek of tlie wolf, or the cry of 
the majestic eagle, 

*' Ab he gracefully wbeel'd in the cloud-epeckled iky.*' 

Now, as if by work of enchantment, mighty states have there arisen, powerful 
in wealth and population — sisten of a common confederacy, and reflecting honour 
on our common country — cities and towns have sprung up like stars above tlie ho- 
rizon, and the whole scene is alive with the industry and enterprise of man. Why, 
I ask, will not land in Illinois be as valuable as in any portion of the Atlantic states ? 
Wh^ will not land along the borders of the Illinois and Michigan canal command 
as high a price as that upon the Erie canal ? The soil is &r more productive, re- ; 
quires less toil to prepare for the hand of the farmer, and the market for produce 
is fiir superior to any in the east Does any one pretend to say that lands in any ', 
portion of the west will ten years hence be sold for ||1.25 per acre 1 if so, he arrives | 
at that conclusion by a process of reasoning which I cannot understand. To tlie 
mechanic — to the labourer — to the working classes of society, this lact oflers great 
encouragement; for here they can earn large wages, and the small sums which 
they invest will increase most rapidly. 

Again, wealth depends upon economy. It is the prudent, saving man, and not 
the prodififal, who acquires a fortune ;— a penny saved is a penny earned, was the 
maxim of a wise philosopher, and its truth has been fully tested. Now, in a new 
countiT, fewer temptations are in your path — fewer opportunities for wasting and 
squandering the wealth earned by your labour — fewer inducements are presented 
for the exhibition of extravagances and prodigality, than in our large eastern cities, 
where luxury is the reigning vice — ^where man strives as the object of his highest 
ambition, to outrival his fellow man in the magnificence of his equipage, the extrap 
vaffance of his table, and the brilliancy of his entertainments. 

These considerations, then, the low price of rich and fertile soil, the certain and 
great increase of the country, and the want of opportunities for the display of ex- 
traimgance and prodigality, exhibit, in a &int degree, the superiority of the west- 
em country — ^the young and rising west-— over tlie over-populated and already ex- 
hausted east If then wealth be the object of pursuit — if the acquirement of a 
fortune be the " ultima thule** of your wishes, here is the field upon which to com- 
mence your efibrts — a field already ripe with the golden harvest, and only waiting 
the labourer's gathering. 



No VL 
The AcquitUum of Wealth — Young Men and Old^Advantagee of the We$L 

Jackponvilte, March 3, 1837. 

In my last, I endeavoured to exhibit the superiority of the Western Country 
over the eastern, as regards the acquisition of wealth. Unfortunately for us, the 
desire for wealth is the rulin? passion of our nation — a passion developed in early 
life, sanctioned by parental aidmonition, and strengthened by each advancing year 
— almost the first principle instilled into the youthful mind, is the importance of 
wealth, and almost the first object to which the youthful energies are directed, is 
the acquisition of a fortune. We will not stop to show the pernicious influence 
which this universal worship at the shrine of Mammon has upon the morals, the 
literary taste, and the intellectual greatness of our people. We will not stop to 
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cjdubit the duigerouB tendencj of this mooej-iiiaking Bpiiit, to destroy tboee Dice 
dutinctioos between right mod. wrong — to vitiate the public taste — to impair the 
force ot' native intellect, and to delay the glorious triumphs of the mind. 

This &ct we will leave to an abler pen, confident that our feeble efibrts would 
be of little avail in checking that ardent and earnest desire for wealth so prevalent 
through the land. But there are those to whom, in speaking of the advantages of 
a new country, we can point to higher and nobler inducements than the mere 
acquisition of worldly goods — many who are engaged in the noble employment 
of* cultivating and improving the haoian intellect, and desire a broad and ample 
field upon which to exert t& energies of that immortal mind with which Provi- 
dence has blessed them. 

To those we would speak in the language of aflfectionate regard, and would en- 
deavour to convince them that, if they desire distiuctioD in tlut branch of science 
to which their attention has been directed — if eminence in their profession is the 
object of their wishes, that they have only to summon up moral courage to enter 
boldly on a scene of action which will inevitably lead to happy and glorious results. 
But they miu>t be endued with the spirit of lofty determination and noble resolu- 
tion — a determination that will brave all obstacles— a resolution that will support 
them under all privatious — not tliat weak and sickly resolution that every difficulty 
.discourages, and every obstacle disheartens; but that bold and manly resolution 
' which, fixing its ea^e eye upon the topmost height, determines to reach the des- 
tined mark, and, like the thunder-bearer of Jove, when storms and tempests beat 
around, soar higher and loftier, and sustains itself by the force and sublimity of its 
own elevation. 

Among the number of advantages which the West has over the East, may be 
enumerated the following : — 

L In the East, the professions are monopolized by the older members — ^in the 
West, the responsible duties of the professions are confided to the young men. 

2. In the West, greater inducements for the. acquisition of a fortune being held 
' out by the ferming or agricultural interest, and great privations having necessarily 
' to be encountered, the number of professional men is fbwjer than at the East, and 
consequently the field is more ample. 

3w in a new country, every thms being to build up and construct, greater oppor- 
tunity is offered for the exercise of professional talent 

4. The tendency of a new country being to develope and bring forward youth- 
ful talent, exerts a highly favourable influence upon boldness, force, and originality 
of intellect 

In illustration of the first proposition, we need but appeal to the experience of 
every young professional man. How few, how very few, even of our most active 
and intelli^nt young men can, in our large eastern cities, earn a respectable live- 
lihood ! One or two of the most eminent and experienced monopolize the most 
important and lucrative portions of the business. The community look up to them 
with confidence, for they believe their minds are matured by wisdom and ripened 
by experience, and the young men are permitted to remain in almost total inac- 
tivity. 

Here and there an instance may occur of a young man of high and noble en- 
dowments entering boldly into the arena, and, by the force of his intellect and the 
brilliancy of his talents, commanding a large ^are of public patronage ; but for 
one who thus happily has burst the fetters which confine and restrain the youthful 
! intellect, how many have toiled and struggled in the lowly vale of life, then 
'^ dropped into the tomb, unhonoured and unknown!** — ^The aged and experienced 
will not confide their business to youthful heads, for they cannot realize that those 
j whom a few short years ago they dandled on the knee, or saw engaged in the 
simple and artless amusements of early childhood, are prepared to discnarge the 
hi^h and responsible duties appertaiaing to a profession. 

Now, in the West the population is mostly yoimg, consisting chiefly of youthful 
adventurers, who have left their peaceful homes with the determination to reap 
the advanta^ of a new country. A young professional man has enlisted in his 
behalf, not Uie cold and sordid influence of those whose feelings have been chilled 
mSsssssassmBasssssssssasasaBssssssssss^^ 



by a contact with a selfish world, hot the warm and glowing feelings of early 
youth. He is there surrounded not by the aged fathers of the profession — those 
whose brows are silvered o*er by the frosts of time — not the experienced soldiers 
who have conquered o*er and o'er again in the fight, and advance to the contest 
confident of success; but he beholds himself surrounded by his equals — his com- 
panions and associates, each striving to ^ain the prize of public approbation — each 
struggling to win tlie pure and spotless laurels which will crown the victor's brow. 

In illustration of the second proposition, we can only add, that there can be no 
doubt that if the acquisition of wealth be Uie object of pursuit, greater induce- 
ments are held out by the farming and o^icultural interest A professional life is 
at all times a life of toil, and he who aspires to its highest honours must remember 
that they are only to be attained by untiring unremitting eflbrt The pecuniary 
emoluments are small compared with other occupations of life, and he who desires 
professional eminence must not expect to reap the same amount of this world*s 
good as he whose soul is engaged in the pursuit of trade. 

Now an enterprising emigrant, when he leaves his native village, as he turns to 
take the last lingering look of the home of his afiections — as he beholds the spire 
of the village church, where so oft he has worshipped the God of his fathers, glit- 
tering in the morning sun, the last wish which animates his bosom, is the hope of 
some not far distant day, returning to the scenes of his childhood, where ever^ 
object bringrs some sweet association, laden with the fruits of his toil. In fine, it 
is wealth that he hopes to attain, and it is the prospect of renping ^Iden fruits 
which enables him manfnlly to endure the privations to which he is subjected. 
lie arrives at the land of promise, and examines the prospect of improving his for- 
tune which the country affords. He finds that the tiller of the soil is the one who 
reaps the most productive harvest, and no matter what profession he may have 
adopted, — no matter' what branch of science may have hitherto occupied his atten- 
tion — he relinquishes its pursuit — forgets the obligations his profession imposes on 
him, and forsakes his calling to assume the manly and independent, but at the 
same time more profitable employn>ent of the farmei^ 

But few, few aJas! of professional men of the proper stamp and character emi- 
grate to a new country. It is the hardy yeoman and independent mechanic who 
has the moral courage to emigrate to a new but growing country. The young 
professional man is unfortunately too attached to the comforts of a city life. He 
loves his ease too much to think of forsaking the attractions and fascinations which 
have thrown their spells around him, and he will content himself with wasting and 
squandering the precious hours of youth, (which are truly the wealth of future re- 
membrance,) in the pursuit of the phantom pleasure, which will forever, like 
Creusa's phost, fiy from his embrace. In the East the professions are over-stocked, 
and it is indeed distressing in our large eastern cities to see the large number of 
professional young men, without any employment to occupy their time — frittering 
away the powers of their intellect, and acquiring habits that will inevitably tend 
to prevent attaining either standing or eminence in their profession — when if they 
would only listen to the voice of reason, and obey its dictates, they might have the 
certain prospect of advancing the character of their profession — being useful to 
aociety-— exercising influence on our country, and building up a name 



And 
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*<That long shall hallow every space, 
be each purer soul's high resting place.*' 



But I find if I continue the subject now, I shall be obliged to trespass on your 

limits. Adieu. 

Rambler. 
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COMMERCIAL SCHOOL, 

AT 

NEW HAVEN, CON. 

The subscriber and his brother, assisted by approved teachers 
of Penmanship, French and Spanish, and of iome ornamental 
branches, continue to receive und^r their care and instruction a 
select number of boys, and thoroughly prepare them, either for ad- 
mission to College or for Commercial business. 

The number of pupils in the family is limited to about twenty. 

The buildings belonging to the school are pleasant and commo- 
dious, and their location is retired and beautiful. 

The terms are two hundred and fifty dollars a year, payable semi- 
annually, in advance ; this sum is in full, for the complete accom- 
modation and care of the pupil during a year, excepting vacations ; 
including boarding, washing, and care of clothes, use of rooms, with 
suitable furniture, &c.; also, for instruction in all English branches, 
and in the Latin and Greek languages. Instructions in the French 
and Spanish, and in all ornamental branches, is attended with an 
additional charge. 

There are two vacations in a year ; one of three weeks, begin- 
ning on the first Wednesday in April, and another of four weeks, 
beginning on the fourth Wednesday in August. 

Besides other principal citizens of New Haven, the following 
gentlemen may be referred to as being particularly acquainted with 
the subscriber and his school : — 



His Exc. Gov. Edwards, 
President Day, 
Professor Silliman, 

KlNOSLEV, 

Goodrich, 
Olmsted, 

GiBBS, 
WOOLSET, 
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Rev. Dr. Croswell, 

Rev. Mr. Bacon, 

Dr. J. Knight, 

Dr. Charles Hooker, 

Mr. Augustus R. Street, 
" Francis B. Winthkop, 
*V S. Augustus Mitchell, 
James Brewster. 
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VALUABLE BOOKS, 

PUBLISHED BV 

GRIGG & ELLIOT, 

JVb. O JVbnh Ikntrih Street^ 

' PHILADELPHIA. 



SPIsEJVniD lilB^MMLY BMHTIOJrS. 

BYRON'S WORKS, complete in 1 vol. 8vo., including all his 

Sappressed and Attributed PoemB. 

' (^T]m edition has been carefully compared with the recent London edition of Mr. 
Murray, and made complete by the addition of more than thy pages of poems here- 
tofore unpublished in England. Among these tiiere are a number that haye never ap- 
peared in any American edition ; and the Publishers believe they are warranted in say- 
ing, that this is the moat comjUete edition of Lord BifrorCa Poetical Work*, ever 
published in the United States. 

OOWPER AND THOMSON'S PROSE AND POETICAL 

WORKS, complete in 1 vol. 8vo., including two hundred and fifty Letters, and sundry 
Poems of Cowper, never before published in this country ; and of Thomson a new and 
interesting Memoir, and upwards of twenty new poems, for the first time printed 
from his own Manuscripts, taken from a late edition of the Aldine Poets, now publish- 
ing in London. 

The distinguished Professor Silliman, speaking of this edition, observes, << I am as 
much gratified by the elegance and fine taste of your edition, as by the noble tribute of 
genius and moral excellence which these delightfdl authors have left for all future gene- 
rations ; and Cowper especially, is not less conspicuous as a true Christian moralist and 
teacher, than as a poet of great power and exquisite taste." * 

GOLDSMITH'S ANIMATED NATURE, in 4 vols. 8vo., il- 

lostrated with eighty-five copperplates. 

* «* Gbldsmith can never be made obsolete, while delicate genius, exquisite feeling, 
fine invention, the most harmonious metro, and the happiest diction are at all valued. 

This is a work that should be in the library of eveiy fiunily, being written by one of 
the most talented authors in the English language. 

MILTON, YOUNG, GRAY, BEATTIE, AND COLLINS' 

POETICAL WORKS, complete ia 1 vol. 8to. 

THE WORKS OF LAURENCE STERNE, in 1 vol. 8vo. with 

a life of the author, written by himself. 

The beauties of this author are so well known, and his errors in style and expression 
so few and far between, that one reads with renewed delight his delicate turns, Ac. 

THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROGERS, CAMPBELL, 

MONTGOMERY, LAMB, AND KIRK WHITE, complete in 1 vol. 8va. 

THE POETICAL WORKS OF MRS. HEM AN S- Complete 

in 1 vol. 8vo. 

''As no work in the English language can be commended with more confidence, it will 
argue bad taste in a female in this country to be without a complete edition of the writ- 
ings of one who was an honour to her sex and to humanity, and whose productions, 
firom first to last, contains no syllable calculated to call a blush to the cheek of modos^ 
and virtue. There is, moreover, in Mrs. Hemans' poetiy a moral purity, and a reUgious 
feelingi which commend it, in ai^ especial manner, to {he discriminating reader. No 
parent 9r guardian will \)e under the necessity of imposing restrictions with regard to 
the'friqe perusal of e^^iy production emanatuig firom this gifted wcmian. There broa^ies 
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tfarouglioat the whole a most eminent exemption from impropriety of thought or diction ; 
ind there is i^ times a pensiveness of tone, a winning radness in her more serious 
compontiaos, whidi tells of a soul which has been lifted from the contemplation of ter^ 
restnal things, to dirine communings with beings of a purer world.'^ 

HEBER, POLLOK AND CRABBE'S POETICAL WORKS, 

■complete in 1 voL 8vo. 

** Among the beautiful, valuable, and interesting volumes which the enterprise and 
taste of our publishers have presented to the reading CMomunity, we have seldom met 
with one which we have more cordially greeted ani can more confidently and satisfiio- 
torily recommend, than that, embracing in a single, substantial, well bound, and hand- 
somely printed octavo, tho poetical works of Bishop Heber, Robt Pollok, and the Rev. Geo. 
Crabbe. What a constellation of poetic ardour, glowing piety, and intellectual bril- 
liancy ! Such writers require no eulogy. Their fame is established and universaL The 
sublimity, pathos, and piety, of all these writers, have given them a rank at once with 
tho lovers of poetry and tho friends of religion, unsurpassed perhaps by that of any 
other recent authors in our language. A more delightful addition could scarcely be made 
to the library of tho gentleman or lady of taste and refinement. The prize poems, 
hymns, and miscellaneous writings of Bishop Heber, the * Course of Time' by Pollok, and 
the rich, various, and splendid productions of the Rev. Geo. Crabbe, are among the standard 
works, the classics of our language. To obtain and preserve them in one volume, 
cannot but be a desirable object to their admirers." And it is to be hoped it will be 
found in the library of every family. 

A writer in the Boston Traveller holds the following language with reference to these 
valuable editions : — 

Mr. Editor : I wish, without any idea of puffing, to say a word or two upon the 
" Library of English Poets" that is now published at Philadelphia, by Grigg & Elliot ; it 
ii certainly, taking into consideration the elegant manner in which it is printed, and the 
reasonable price at which it is afforded to purchasers, the best edition of the modem Bri- 
tish Poets that has ever been published in this country. Each volume is an octavo of 
about 500 pages, double columns, stereotyped, and accompanied with fine engravings 
and biographical sketches, and most of them are reprinted from Gralignani's French 
^ition. As to its value we need only mention that it contains the entire works of By- 
ron, Keats, Cowpcr, Thomson, Bums, Milton, Young, Scott, Moore, Coleridge, Rogers, 
Campbell, Lamb, Hemans, Heber, Kirk White, Crabbe, the Miscellaneous Works 
of Goldsmith, and other martyrs of the lyre. The publisher is doing a great ser- 
vice by this publication, and his volumes arc almost in as great demand as the 
fiuhionable novels of the day, and they dcsbrve to be so, for they are certainly 
printed in a style superior to that in which we have before had the works of the English 
Poets. 

JOSEPHUS'S (FLAVIUS) WORKS. By the late William 

Whiston, A. M. From the last London edition, coi-.plete in 2 vols. 8vo. 

As a matter of course, every fieunily in our country has a copy of the Holy Bible— 
and as the presumption is, the greater portion often consult its pages, we take the liberty 
of saying to all those that do, that the perusal of the writings of Josephus will be found 
very interesting and instructing. 

All those who wish to possess a beautiful and correct copy of this invaluable work, 
would do well to purchase this edition. It is for sale at all the principal bookstores in 
the United States, by country merchants generally in the Southem and Western states, 
and at a very low priec. 

BURDER'S VILLAGE SERMONS, or 101 plain and short 

Discourses on the principal doctrines of tho Gospel ; intended for the use of families, 
Sunday schools, or companies assembled for religious instruction m country viUages. — 
By George Burder. To which is added, to each Sermon, a short Prayer, with some 
general prayers for famiUes, schools, &c. at the end of the work. Complete in one 
volume 8vo. 

Theso sermons, which are characterized by a beautiful simplicity, the entire absence 
of controversy, and a true evangelical spirit, have gone dux>ugh many and laigs editions, 
and been translated into 'several of the continental languages. '' They hsvB also been 
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the honoured meaiu not only of converting many indiTiduak, but alio of intioducing 
the gospel into districts, and even into parish churehes, where before it was comparm- 
tively unknown.'* 

" This work fully deserves the immortality it has attained." 

This is a fine library edition of this invaluable wock, and when we say that it should 
be feund in the possession of every &mily, we only reitesate the sentiments and sincere 
wishes of all who take a deep interest in the eternal welfare of mankind. 

BIGLAND'S NATURAL HISTORY OF AXIMALS, 12 co- 

hmted platea. 

BIGLAND'S NATURAL HISTORY OF BIRDS, 12 coloured 

plates. 

PERSIA. A DESCRIPTION OF. By Shoberl, with 12 co- 
loured plates. 

These woi^ are got up in a very superior style, and well deserve an introduction to 
the shelves of every family library, as they are ver^' interesting, and particularly adapted 
to the juvenile class of readers. 

A COMMENTARY ON THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 

Designed for the use of StudenU of tlie English Bible. By Charles Hodge, Professor 
of Biblical Literature in the Theological Seminary at Princeton. 

This invaluable work is very highly spoken of and recommended, by those who are 
much distinguished for their literary attainments. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY RELIGION: withaselec 

tion of Hymns and Prayers, adapted to Family Worship, and Tables for the regular 
Reading of the Scriptures. By the Rev. S. G. Winchester, A. M. 

The subject is one of incalculable practical importance, and is treated in a masterly 
manner. It contains an able, elaborate and highly instructive Essay on the obligation, 
nature and importance of Family Religion ; and we hope, ere long, it will be found in 
the Library of every fiunily. 

A very eminent Divine, and one who is ever industriously engaged in promoting the 
welfiure andliappiness of the human family, in speaking of this work, observes — 

" That every new work which is calculated to encourage and promote family religion 
is worthy of consideration, and should be welcomed as contributing to the energy of pub- 
lic morals, and to the good order and prosperity of society. Such a work is the one be- 
fore us. The preliminary essay unfolds the importance of the domestic constitution and 
urgently explains and endforces parental duty. It should be carefully read and seriously 
pondered by parents who design to make use of the book as an aid to family religion. 
The Prayers and Hymns are judiciously selected, and are printed in a large tyye with a 
reference to their being easily read by the head of a &mily in conducting its devotions. 
There are many who, through timidity or some natural defect, feel incompetent to ex- 
temporaneous prayer in the presence of othen ; to such we recommend a form, while at 
the same time we do not, as a general rule, believe it to be the best way to animate and 
express devotional feeling. We have known some who, by the use of forms of prayer 
in the fiunily, have succeeded in overcoming their oppressive timidity, and afterwards, 
without their aid, have directed the devotions of others in an edifying manner. Extem* 
poraneous prayer, when it can be ofiered to edification, is the best mode of a ddr essing the 
throne of grace, but in other cases, forms of prayer may be used with great pn^priety." 

LECTURES ON SCRIPTURE FACTS AND PROPHECY. 

By W. B. GoUyer, D. D. In 1 voL 8vo. A new edition of this distinguished author's 
works. Few persons wiU rise fiom the perusal of this book without acknowledging, 
that Aeir thoughts and afiections have been elevated by the fervent and pious eloquence 
of the writer. 

THE DAUGHTER'S OWN BOOKj Or Practical Hints from a 

Father to his Daughter. In 1 voL 18mo. 



SENECA'S MOSLALSl—Bj wst of abstract to which, is 

-k aifv aw Amain, ji 1 "mL '.?iiiu. 

^ :iiaf jt ai» tMuaim jsar vofk ibaobi 3< fimad xa ewtr frmilv fibKUj. 

MALTE-BRCTTS NEW AOT ELEGANT QUARTO ATLAS, 

^-r^ttmnwif -jta i^ ^HC ovQBiiaf ic sis cssot. EnTope. Am. Afrio, Amciica, and 
JcoHBCk msa. rnor imsnl aieista^ cafftinBiL safte^ ttrrttono;, and other nb-divi- 
ttntik j-jcvluri V ^ ppfioic zsw : ui coasiiaag ixtj ib^m. dnwn and engraved 
V il'ir*"*^ 3ie r3rr«7Hl Gec^ipor. yj X. Mahe-Bnm. 

m^ntti, ±r Co^bco^ Aodanan. Schools, and private ftrni- 
r«er -ra TcnnbAi a fstm covobt which haa leoeircd more 
ecummiEaiaicunk 



CHESTERFIELD: or "Youth's Guide to 

- 'Vt 2IIIMC rjraiJ*' -iKvC!i3»!Si£ ru Asuecuu CbnoR^rid to general attention: but 
I. • :tia^ rvTHnw MrariiiLT*^ m zsx re 2ri Smc v*?css jc ^ idnd that has ever been 
?u x>&!«h. jx a4» .-vc::.^^ J: .-sc^xuc '>e 2w 'is^sti JootccstDed. nor its perusal be un- 



viV eSTIONS ox THE ZPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, de- 

H^tfc ur ?ibuf C"jMM9 uii. :suiai7 ^^s^'vu'^ *^ C ^iaihs Hodfe. Pro. TbeoL Seminaxy, 
?Siice4i.'o. 

THE FAS^TV^ AT A SICK BED. AXD AX AFFLICTED 

F.0111.Y*^ CCHP.O'lOV r!sus 3» A ae« work mra the Gennan, and is one among 
3af siwc v:ii.uaji«f lai zvcaJLT wvrss zi !&e iar. In I vol. ISmo. 



HirCHaX-K^ NEW AND POPULAR METHOD OF 

TX.\v:HI>it TH5 .Urr or BOOK-KEJSPIXG. in three peirts. 

THE BRITISH PREACHER, consisting of Discourses hj the 

aiMC emuMc: 'i^ju Dbuten in Fr^^and. sjcodand and Ireland, •^^'''^^riniHi with pnlpit 
ifteficheiw Te whjca inr aided. Sctipcoral ilhuoatioos ; and nlections on the office, du- 1 
-.»» iod renf^MsstbiluM ?f che Chnsdan ainiairr. Bj the Ber. Wm. Soddards^ Rector 
•c Oiwt Ch'^-h. Philadelphia. ToL 1. 

rVif T^.Huae cvneiTTw aeaHy arrentr Sermoos brthe moat distinguished ministers in the 
Bn^ah emfcv. P^.^6l■B2^ t> Sr - The British Pxeadier,** and not a sectional or deno- 
TTiTrtSTn^nai' ?cw^r. is baa admitted upon tt» pages the sermons of clergymen in the 
EtiscvmL Prw^neriuL CcngtegatiofiaL Methodist and B^nist Churches. ' It is adorn- 
ed wiih ^^rsraic* J.n L«»^[acre*s Scat scrle.) of Bisha|i Wilson of Calcutta ; Br. Chal- 
saersc/ EdinBuneh: Dr. Raflea c« LiTerpoal; Robert Newton of Manchester; and 
the Use Ri?NKt Hall of BriitoL It will no doubt be interesting to the clergy and reli- 
pcHis cvouBunxtT of the Tnited States to become acquainted with ao many ornaments 
of the Bhtbh pul]pci as this worh cdeis to their notice. 

ShooU ^his ^ume mm with due encouragement, it will be succeeded by othcn of a 
similar charwter. 



Shakspeare. 3 vob. £^to. 

9cott*s Xapokein. % tqIs. 8to. 

British Drama. % vols. Svo, 

Jedenon a Woiha, 4 vola. 

Wehrter*a 9pe«dMa. S vob. 

Tatler and Guardian. I voL 

Butler's Histoiy of Kentucky, 1 voL 8vo. 

DictiMMry of Biography. By Davenport. 

I V0I.8T0. 
Secret DehalM in the Convuatioii. 



ChalmcT^s Political Economy, ISmo. 
Plutsrch'a Lives, 1 voL 8vo. 

Do. do. 4 vols. 12mo. 

American Revolution, 12mo. 
Goodrich's Unitiersal Geography, 8vo. 
Moflheim's Church History, 2 vols. 8vo. 
Lord Nial ; or the Wizard's Grave. 
Rollings Ancient History, 2 vols. Bvo. 
Wirts's Patrick Henry, 1 voL 8vo. 
Nicholaon'a Operative Mechanic, 2 via. Svo. I 



MISCELLANEOUS WORKS- 



The Young Mother, ISmo. 

The Brave^ by Cooper. ■ 

The Pkmeer, by da 

Reid on Watch-making, 8yo. 

Coleridge's Friend. 

Hall's Sketches of the West 

Mariner's Library, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Psalms and Hymns for the Episcopal 

Church, various sixes. 
The Spectator, 12 vols. 
Life of Taileyrand. 
Mrs. Royal's Works. 
Lowth's Isaiah, 1 vol. Svo. 
Miller's Letters to Presbyterians. 
Young Cadet 
Hudibras, 18mo. 
The Sailor Boy. 
The Life of Girard. 
Bouriene's N«jpoleon. 
Common Place Book of Romantic Tales. 
The Teacher's Guide. 
Godman's Rambles of a Naturalist 
Encyclopedia Americana, 13 vols. 
Porter on Sugar Cane. 
Leland on Revelation, 2 vols. 
Ganihl's Political Economy. 
Watson's Body of Divinity. 
Mrs. Trollope's Belgium. 
Macknight on the Epistles. 
Six Months in a House of Correction. 
Miller's Hymns. 
Tredgold on Rail-roads. 
Earle on do. do. 
Sandford and Merton. 
Memoir of F. P. Sullings, 18mo. 
Beecher on Intemperance. 
Memoir of Catharine Amanda Ogden. 
The Juvenile Polyanthus. 
Family Dyer and Scourer. 
Records of a Good Man's Life. 
Militiaman's Pocket Companion. 
Potter's Compend. 
Rifle Drill 

American Gardener, by Fessenden. 
Groom's Oracle. 
The Prairie, by Cooper. 
The Sketch Book, by Irving. 
Tales of a Traveller, by do. 
Travelling Bachelor. 
La Fayette in America. 
Pocket Lawyer. 
Ventriloquism Explained. 
Pleasures of Hope by CampbelL 
Peter Wilkins. 
Weems on Duelling. 
The Statesman's Manual, by Coleridge. 
Chariotte Temple. 
Dieaxner's Sure Guide. 
North American Indians. 
rUmtn of Wit 
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Baron Munchausen. 

Hocus Pocus. 

Clarionet Preceptor. 

Fife do. 

Fifcr's Companion. 

Instrumental Director. 

Brown's Catechism. 

Merchant's Memorandum Book. 

Little Grammarian. 

Two Wealthy Farmers. 

Adventures of Capt Smith of Kentucky. 

Life of Joseph, by M*Gowan. 

Narrative of Gen. Winchester's Defeat 

The Fortune Teller, by Napoleon. 

Shorter Catechism, corrected by Brown. 

Essay on Duelling, by Weems. 

Hind's Farriery, very valuable. 

Adams' Roman Antiquities, Bvo. 
Albums, fine paper, in a great variety of 
bindings, dec. 

Butler's Hudibras, 18mo. 

Brown's Philosophy of the Human Mind, 
2 vols, 8vo. 

Brown's Dictionary of the Bible, 8vo. 

British Spy. By Wirt, ISmo. 

Burke's Works, complete. 

Bickersteth on Prayer, 12mo. 

Bickersteth on the Lord's Supper. 

Butler's Analogy of Religion, 12mo. 

Baxter's Call to the Unconverted, 18mo. 

Brown's Concordance, 18mo. 

Bibles for Families, of all sizes and in a 
variety of bindings, at very low prices, 
with and without psalms and plates. 

Bracebridge Hall. By W. Irving, 2 vo- 
lumes, I2mo. 

Baxter's Saint's Rest, 18mo. 

Children of the Abbey, 3 vols. I8mo. 

Campbell's Poems, 18mo and 12mo. 

Chapman's Interest Tables, 4to. Vertf 
U»efuL 

Common Prayer Books, in various bind- 
ings and sizes. 

Clerk's and Magistrate's Assistant and 
Form Book, 12mo. 

Crabbe's English Synonymes explained in 

alphabetical order. 
I Confession of Faith of the Presbyterian 
I Church, 18mo. 

Children's Coloured Toy Books, assorted 
sizes. 

Doddridge's Rise and Progress, 12mo. 

Don Quixotte, 4 vols. 18mo. 

Dick's Christian Philosopher, 12mo. 

Dick's Philosophy of a Future State, ISmo. 

Dick's Philosophy of Religion, ISmo. 

Domestic Duties, or Ins^ctioos to Mar- 
ried Ladies, 12mo. 

Dictionaiy of PopoUr Quotations, ISmo. 



MISCELliANEOUS WORKS- 



Diamond Pocket Biblet, Ttrioiu eiHtionB 
and piicei. 

Evangelical Catechiams, ▼arioua kinds. 

Edgewoith's Moral Tales, 8 ToLi. 18mo. 

"Episoopal Prayer-books, in plain and ele- 
gant bindings, difieient editions, with 
the New Hymns. 

Family Bibles of all descriptions, with and 
without the Psafans, Concordance, 6oc 
dtc, with plates, 4to. 

Federalist, on the New Constitution, 8vo. 

Flute Melodies, 4to., stitched. 

Flute Instructor, 4to., do. 

Fifisr's Companion, 4to., do. 

Gibbon's Histoiy of the Desline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire, new edition, in 4 
▼ols. 

Gillies' History of Ancient Greece, com- 
plete, in 1 vol. S-vo. 

Goldsmith's Histories of Rome and Greece 
improved by Grimshaw. 

Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield, 18mo. 

Gibson's Surveying, 8vo. 

Good's Book of Nature, 8vo. 

Hervey's Meditations, 18mo. 

History of England. By Hume, Smollett, 
and Bissett, 9 vols, new ed. 

Hannah More's Works, complete, 2 vo- 
lumes, 8vo. 

Hannam's Pulpit Assistant 

Hunter's Sacred Biography, I vol. 8vo. 

Jay'f Family Prayers, 18mo. 
Jenk's Devotiops, 12mo. 



Kent's (Chancellor) Commentaries, 3 vo- 
lumes, 8vo. 

Knickerbocker's History of New-York, by 
W. Irving, 2 vols. 12mo.; 

Life of General Marion. By Weems, 12mo. 

Life of General Washington. By Weems, 
12mo. 

Lempriere's Classical Dictionary, 8vo. 

Law's Serious Call to a Devout and Holy 
Life, 12mo. 

Locke's Essays on the Human Understand- 
ing, 8vo. 

Letter Writers, various editions. 

, Methodist Hymn Books, various kinds and 

prices. 
Modem Europe, History of, by Russel, 3 

vols. 8vo. 
MarshalFs Life of Washington, 3 vols, 8vo. 

Napoleon's Life. By Sir "Walter Scott, 

various editions. 
Newton's Works, complete. 

Original Poems, 18mo. 

Paley's Evidences of Christianity, 12mo. 

Paley's Philosophy. 

Pollok's Course of Time, a Poem, in 10 

Books, 18mo. 
Pilot, Pioneer, and Prairie. By Cooper, 

12mo. 
Pocket Maps of the different States, for 

Travellers. 
Pocket . Testaments, various editions and 

prices, 18mo. 
Sterne's Works, complete, 1 vol. 8vo. 



STATIONARY. 

Superior Black Ink-powder. — Conmion do. — Best Red do. — Durable Ink, for marking 
Linen« — Superfine Sealing- Wax, (Red.) — Common do. do. — Superfine and Common 



Duiivs, viuivup MACD. — v^vtm, AUB.Bi,u.uuii.— \jiacB uu. — TV t;ugt)wocn] ao.— — uiaian ivuDoer.— 
Black Sand. — Sand Boxes. — Wafer StampsJ— -Paper Files. — ^Black Crayons. — Playing 
Cards. — ^Visiting do. — Conversation do. — Drawing Paper, Cap, Demy, Medium, and 
Royal size. — ^Paint Boxes, (various sizes) Osbom's Water colours. — Camel's Hair Pen- 
cils. — Wilson's 13 inch Globes. — Foolscap Writing Paper, at various prices. — Letter 
Paper, do. do. — ^Tea Hiper. — Post-office Paper. — Wrapping do. large and small. — Bon- 
net Boards. — ^Memorandum Qooks, various kinds. — Pocket Legeis. — Copy Books, 
ruled and plain.— Cyphering do. — Receipt Books, large and small. — 1 quire Accounts, 
stitched. — ^Do. Blanks, do. &int lined. — 2 qubre Quarto Accounts, do. — 2 do. do. Blanks, 
do. — 2, 3, 4, 6 quire Accounts long and broad, (Foolscap.) — 4, 5, 6 and 7 quire Legers, 
do. do. do.--4, 6, 6 and 7 quire Day Books, do. do. do. 

* «* ¥vMic, private f and todai Uhrariea, and ali -who purchase to sell agmn, euppUedl 
on the niitt reasonaile temu'roitA every article in the Book and Stationary Une > in- ' 
chiding newneveh, and all rtew works in every department of literature and science, 

M orders rriU be thank^kdly recevoed and promptly attended to. 
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